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August 19, 2026 
 
Town of Groton Land Use Department 
173 Main Street 
Groton, MA 01450 
 
Subject:  Professional Engineer Commentary Letter for construction of a 120-ft (125-ft AGL overall with 

appurtenances) Monopole communications tower facility 
  TowerCom C-PRV: 703 Chicopee Row Groton, MA Cell Tower  

703 Chicopee Row 
Groton, MA 01450 
(Middlesex County) 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing on behalf of TowerCom C-PRV regarding potentially relocating the proposed 120-ft  monopole communications 
tower (125-ft AGL overall with appurtenances) based off feedback from the Town of Groton Zoning Board of Appeals in early 
August 2026. 
 
The current proposed tower with coordinates of N 42° 38’ 51.239”, W 71° 32’ 17.657” will require waivers from the Town of 
Groton By-Laws §218-10.1 including the 150’ setback from 5% slopes and 500’ from all existing buildings.  These requests 
are included with this application by TowerCom C-PRV.   

- 150’ Setback from 5% Slopes - The proposed site is located 40’ away from the 5% slopes. 
- 500’ Setback from Buildings – The proposed site is 110’ from the existing School Maintenance Building.   
- Setback from Roadway to North - The setback from the school driveway to the north is 70’. There is no setback 

requirements from roadways listed in the Town of Groton By-Laws §218-10. 
- Tower Fall Zone – The proposed tower will be designed to fall to grade within 50% of the tower height (fall 

radius: 62’-6”).  Refer to Design Fall Radius Letter by TEP dated August 13, 2026. 
 
The alternative proposed tower location provided by the Zoning Board of Appeals with coordinates of N 42° 38’ 50.74”, W 
71° 32’ 13.40” will still require waivers from the Town of Groton By-Laws §218-10.1 including the 150’ setback from 5% 
slopes and 500’ from all existing buildings.    

- 150’ Setback from 5% Slopes - The alternative site would be located 0’ away from the 5% slopes. Location 
would be right in the vicinity where the fairly flat ridge drops off to a slope of 23% 

- 500’ Setback from Buildings – The alternative site would be 150’ from the existing School Maintenance 
Building.  This would still require a waiver from the Town of Groton By-Laws 

- Setback from Roadway to North - The alternative site would be setback 130’ setback from the school driveway 
to the north. There is no setback requirements from roadways listed in the Town of Groton By-Laws §218-10. 

- Tower Fall Zone – The proposed tower will be designed to fall to grade within 50% of the tower height (fall 
radius: 62’-6”).  Refer to Design Fall Radius Letter by TEP dated August 13, 2026. 

- GDRHS – Rare Species Habitat - The alternative site would be located within the Rare Habitat Species Overlay 
where as the currently proposed site is not. As such, NEPA strictly requires that an applicant evaluate “reasonable 
alternatives” or off-site locations (e.g. outside the habitat) were considered, and why they are or are not technically 
and economically feasible to achieve the target coverage.  The NEPA review has been procured for the original 
location already by Trileaf  (Environmental consultants) on TowerCom’s behalf. 

- Additional Tree Clearing – The current proposed site would require approximately 4,264 sq ft of tree clearing.  
The alternative location would require an additional 100’ of access road. Additional tree clearing for updated site 
would be approximately 8,000 sq ft or approximately 87% more trees that would need to be cleared and 
encroaching into the Rare Species Habitat. 

- Additional Safety Measures – Alternative location would be right along the edge of a ridge where the topography 
begins to slope down 23% as mentioned above. Location could be feasible from an engineering stand point but 
additional ground space would be required for installation of a retaining wall on the south end of the compound, 
additional slope stability issues for the tower foundation design.  These measures would potentially further 
increase the amount of tree clearing and increase the soil and erosion control measures. 
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Refer to additional sheets at the end of this letter for sketch of alternative location compared to existing plan and additional 
maps. 
 
Engineering recommendation:  The original proposed location is the only viable and only practical location based on the 
constraints of the topography, sound telecomunications planning principles, including safety and the other items governing the 
use pursuant to the Town's By-Laws. 
 
TEP, on behalf of TowerCom C-PRV, would be happy to provide additional information as needed for this Land Use Review.  
Please let me know if there is anything else we can do help expedite this review and approval process. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicholas M. Constantine, P.E     
TEP OpCo, LLC        
45 Beechwood Drive      
North Andover, MA 01845      
nconstantine@tepgroup.net       
Mobile: (518) 852-1175      
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