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Meeting Minutes
16 June 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room 112 - The Groton Center – 163 W. Main St., W. Groton

	Attendees:                                   (Present = X)
	Visitors:

	Chair
	Paul Funch
	X
	Wendy Good

	Vice Chair
	Britt McKinley
	X
	

	Clerk
	Bob Fournier
	X
	

	Members
	
	
	

	
	Kiirja Paananen
	X
	

	
	Josh LoPresti
	
	

	
	Steve Legge
	
	

	
	Richard Lynch
	X
	

	
	Jim Peregoy
	
	

	
	Tom Montilli
	X
	

	
	Dan Pierpont
	
	

	
	Tom Gulick
	X
	



Funch called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

VOTE:	To approve 21 April 2026 minutes.
Motion made by Funch, seconded by McKinley, and passed by unanimous vote. 



REPORTS
A. Trails Maintenance since April meeting
· Wharton Plantation (Burntmeadow) – trail re-opening post-harvesting of Red Pines by NEFF
· Duck Pond – mowed peninsula
· Longley II – cleared trails and chainsawed trees
· Still Meadow – mowed field trails
· Woodland Park, Groton Woods, Amanda’s Way, Walker – chainsawing trees
· Northwoods – replaced trailhead post near Nashua Rd.
· Groton Hills – mowed and trimmed trail off Kailey’s Way
· McLain’s Woods – mowed field and trail, and cleared sidewalk borders
· Sawtell - mowed and trimmed off Chicopee Row
· Sorhaug - mowed and trimmed Brown Trail near Chicopee Row

B. Miscellaneous: 
· Paquawket Path spur to Nashua River Rail Trail – 6/4 meeting postponed; provided Town Manager Mark Haddad a schematic for placement of posts, markers, and signs
· Access to storage shed at Town Field restricted until fall 2026
· Provided letter of support (LOS) to Destination Groton for their Massachusetts Downtown Initiative Capital Grant Program application for $50,000 (plus $10,000 match) to create an attractive and functional connection between the Nashua River Rail Trail (NRRT) and Downtown (Station Ave.)
· Performed 2027 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) bid evaluations and planning for interviews
· A bill to name Marion Stoddart Riverwalk in Rich State Forest may be voted on by the end of summer
C. Grotonfest Spring (5/17) reports
· We were the only town committee that had a booth
· Talked with a lot of people; there was a lot of interest
D. Social Media
· Photos from Grotonfest were posted
· Members should send photos to Kiirja
E. Freedom’s Way “Hidden Treasures” event “Groton’s Glacial Sculpting”
· Held on 5/31
· Included hikes in Shepley Hill, Casella Preserve, and Town Forest
· Three hikers joined Funch (from Groton, Ayer, Westford)
· The group nearly finished hiking the 3rd parcel before rain sent us home
F. Website and Maps
· Volunteers are signing up
· Ability to post pictures
G. Sign Subcommittee
· Trail Closed signs
· Paquawket Path signs
· Trailhead posts, directional signs from Baddacook Woods to Skitapet and vice versa
· Skinner/Duck Pond/Groton Woods/Flavell Crossing directional signs
· Distances are not that important
· Intersections would be most useful
· 2 spots in Northeast section where it would be helpful
· Gear it to new trail users
· Gamlin/Mason Back 100/Wharton are other potential sites for such signs
H. Eagle Scout Project – Quinton Morse @Helen & Fritz Walker – completed an equestrian bridge
I. Town Forest Committee – attended meeting on 5/20; sent an existing memorandum of agreement (MOA) to Chair (Leslie Row) in preparation for a discussion with TFC about whether any changes are needed.

DISCUSSIONS  
A. Groton Conservation Forum – discussion and planning for next year; Lecture Grant fund has deadline in fall
B. Member Priorities for 2026 – site assessments of all parcels (posts, markers, trail conditions, dumping, erosion, infrastructure needed, etc.). File is on GoogleDocs.
· Recommendation to have better drop-down selection on website to report trail conditions – e.g., trimming needed, etc., in addition to trees down.
· Funch to send out email to volunteer group
C. Potential Eagle Project – bridge; managed by McKinley
· Nod Brook at Shepley Hill

ADJOURNMENT
VOTE:	Motion to adjourn made by Funch, seconded by Lynch, and passed by unanimous vote at 9:04 PM.
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