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		Groton Trails Committee
		Meeting Minutes 21 April 2026

Meeting Minutes
21 April 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room 112 - The Groton Center – 163 W. Main St., W. Groton

	Attendees:                                   (Present = X)
	Visitors:

	Chair
	Paul Funch
	X
	Bruce Easom

	Vice Chair
	Britt McKinley
	
	Peter Cunningham

	Clerk
	Bob Fournier
	X
	

	Members
	
	
	

	
	Kiirja Paananen
	
	

	
	Josh LoPresti
	X
	

	
	Steve Legge
	X
	

	
	Richard Lynch
	X
	

	
	Jim Peregoy
	X
	

	
	Tom Montilli
	
	

	
	Dan Pierpont
	
	

	
	Tom Gulick
	X
	


Funch called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

VOTE:	To approve 17 March 2026 minutes.
Motion made by Lynch, seconded by Funch, and passed by unanimous vote. 

REPORTS
A. Trails Maintenance since last meeting:
Angus Acre (culvert drainage from under road may need bridge), Bates (trees down), Farmers & Mechanics (trail marking), Gamlin Boulders (trail marking), Gamlin Esker (trees down), Groton Place (trees down), High School (trees down), Ice Line Trail (cleanup), Martins Pond (trees down), McLain's Woods (trees down), Nashua Riverwalk (blew off trail), Sabine Woods (trees down), Sorhaug Woods (trees down), Surrenden Farm (trail eroding into river, needs re-route), Wharton Plantation (Burntmeadow) (clean up due to harvesting, trees down)
B. Paquawket Path spur to Nashua River Rail Trail – :  tTrail work completed, some dispute with abutting landowner over interpretation of right-of-way.
C. Hazard Mitigation Plan – :  Funch attended meeting. Not a lot of overlap with Trails Committee responsibilities.
D. Social Media updates:
a. Hunting regulation changes (Sunday hunting/setback) recommended by Mass Wildlife and approved by Governor, ; if approved by legislature, will need to be added to our website.
b. Grotonfest - Sunday May 17th
c. G.  Gulick, Montilli, McKinley, Lynch, and Fournier will be around. Lynch to contact McKinley about equipment pickup.
E. Freedom’s Way “Hidden Treasures” Events – “Groton’s Glacial Sculpting”:  3 Three successive hikes scheduled for May 31st led by Funch.
F. Website and Maps updates:  
G. Peregoy finished the changes to mark only GTC-maintained trails as green trails on the interactive map.
H. Sign Subcommittee –:   Need to purchase Trail Closed signs, Paquawket Path signs, trailhead posts, directional signs from Baddacook Woods to Skitapet and vice versa, etc. 
I. $1790 left in grant budget.
a. Baddacook Woods and Carter’s Folly: 
b.  Vandalization - trees felled to build rudimentary cabin; NEFF aware; Police notified by GCT; chainsaw and tools left behind are with Police.
J. Eagle Scout Project –: Quinton Morse will be building McLain’s Woods and Helen & Fritz Walker bridges.
a. All permissions have been received.
b. Need to transport wood for bridges using tracked hauler, if possible
K. Groton Conservation Forum –:  Trails Committee will be responsible for organizingorganizing it next year.
L. Town Forest Committee
a. Funch attended their meeting.
b. MassWildlife attended as well
c. Forest Management Plan and Resource Management Plan discussed; reduction in the number of trails was brought up by MassWildlife.

DISCUSSIONS  
A. Committee Priorities for 2026 – see separate document “Trails Committee Projects for 2026”:  
B. acceptance of Ssome action items were accepted by committee members.
C. Cunningham noted that there is Groton conservation land in Shirley, across from Bertozzi Conservation Area.

ADJOURNMENT
VOTE:	Motion to adjourn made by Peregoy, seconded by LoPresti, and passed by unanimous vote at 9:10 PM.
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