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		Groton Trails Committee
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Meeting Minutes
17 March 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room 112 - The Groton Center – 163 W. Main St., W. Groton

	Attendees:                                   (Present = X)
	Visitors:

	Chair
	Paul Funch
	X
	

	Vice Chair
	Britt McKinley
	X
	

	Clerk
	Bob Fournier
	X
	

	Members
	
	
	

	
	Kiirja Paananen
	X
	

	
	Josh LoPresti
	X
	

	
	Steve Legge
	X
	

	
	Richard Lynch
	X
	

	
	Jim Peregoy
	X
	

	
	Tom Montilli
	
	

	
	Dan Pierpont
	X
	

	
	Tom Gulick
	X
	



Funch called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.

VOTE:	To approve 18 January and 17 February 2026 minutes.
Motion made by Peregoy, seconded by Lynch, and passed by unanimous vote. 


REPORTS
A. Trail Maintenance
a. Paananen did some trail maintenance and documented downed trees in Town Forest.
B. Social Media – report by Paananen
a. Currently there are 3,000 followers on Facebook.
C. Freedom’s Way “Hidden Treasures” Events
a. Funch is planning an event for May 31st.
D. Website and Maps
a. Listserver has gotten 3 or 4 interest submissions.
b. Lynch noted that the website is generally complete, with a few more properties still needing description; it is in the process of being updated.
c. Peregoy provided 11 or so tiles that cover all the trails in Groton. Funch provided redlines to hardcopies of the map tiles to identify all Groton Trail Network trails (i.e., all trails that our committee maintains). Funch also identified trails that are private and those that are public but not maintained by the Trails Committee (e.g., DFW and MassAudubon parcels).
E. Nashua Riverwalk
a. State Rep. Margaret Scarsdale and Funch provided testimony to State House Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources in support of House bill H.5113, which seeks to approve naming the trail the Marion Stoddard Riverwalk. The Joint Committee voted to advance the bill. There are a few more steps until the House and Senate vote on the bill, but this was a key step. This new name will replace both the Tinker Trail and the Nashua Riverwalk names.
F. Sign Subcommittee
a. No updates
G. Eagle Scout Project – report by McKinley
a. Bridges in Walker and McClain’s Woods to be built by Eagle Scout candidate Quinton Morse. He filed the RDA and met with the Conservation Commission, but he is waiting for snow to clear to enable the Conservation Commission’s site walk.
H. Groton Conservation Forum
a. March 26th at 6:30 at The Groton Center; speaker is Mass Wildlife’s Regional Director Pat Huckery. 
I. Spring GrotonFest
a. Scheduled for Sunday, May 17th.
b. Consensus of committee members was that the number of people who came to the booth last year justifies a continued presence at the event.
        VOTE: Committee to spend $100 for a booth at the Spring GrotonFest.
                    Motion made by Gulick, seconded by Lynch, and passed by unanimous vote.
J. Town Forest Committee Meeting Invite
a. April 8th at 5:00 pm., Town Hall 2nd Floor Meeting Room
b. Discussed possible issues to be raised at the meeting: re-establishing our Memorandum of Agreement for trail maintenance, improving parking area conditions, and need for improvements to accommodate horse trailers or signage to guide them to The Groton Center.
c. Also discussed the need for trail markers, distance markers, etc., to aid infrequent visitors. Might be a good property for using the trail map “You Are Here” signs that are being designed by Brody Tyler.
K. Complete Streets Committee – reported by Legge, who has been our representative to the committee for nearly a decade.
a. Will start meeting every month.
b. Main Street redesign is the committee’s focus currently.
c. Lover’s Lane project is in progress.
L. Bay State Trail Riders Association
a. The group’s leader, Becky Gallagher, offered help and funding for any equestrian-related projects we might take on.

DISCUSSIONS  
A. Project Priorities for 2026
a. Paquawket Path
i. Right-of-Way easement was marked  by Dillis and Roy surveyors.
ii. Funch reported that it will be straightforward to put in a trail that stays within the ROW and to use markers and other signage to identify the public ROW that connects Paquawket Path with the Nashua River Rail Trail.
b. Hazard Mitigation Plan (Chaired by Deputy Police Chief Rachael Mead)
i. Tuesday, March 24, 6:00 pm, Town Hall, 1st Floor Meeting Room
ii. Discussion on what we might contribute to the effort.
1. Keeping wider trails open for forest fire management.
c. Burntmeadow Area of Wharton Plantation
i. NEFF has completed their emergency Red Pine harvesting work.
ii. Lynch described two phases to re-establish trails.
1. Rough clean-up (chainsaws and large limbs)
2. Trail markers and light clean-up
d. Gamlin needs remarking, East and West
e. Baddacook Woods 
i. Need directional signs to Skitapet.
f. Whispering Brook
i. Needs trail markers and directional signs.

ADJOURNMENT
VOTE:	Motion to adjourn made by Lynch, seconded by Peregoy, and passed by unanimous vote at 8:30 PM.
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