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		Groton Trails Committee
		Meeting Minutes 20 January 2026
Meeting Minutes
20 January 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room 112 - The Groton Center – 163 W. Main St., W. Groton

	Attendees:                                   (Present = X)
	Visitors:

	Chair
	Paul Funch
	X
	

	Vice Chair
	Britt McKinley
	X
	

	Clerk
	Bob Fournier
	X
	

	Members
	
	
	

	
	Kiirja Paananen
	X
	

	
	Josh LoPresti
	
	

	
	Steve Legge
	X
	

	
	Richard Lynch
	X
	

	
	Jim Peregoy
	X
	

	
	Tom Montilli
	X
	

	
	Dan Pierpont
	
	

	
	Tom Gulick
	
	



Funch called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

VOTE:	To approve 16 December 2025 minutes
Motion made by Peregoy, seconded by Lynch, and passed by unanimous vote.


REPORTS
A. Trail Maintenance
a. Ten trees were chainsawed off trails by Montilli (The Throne, Perry Land, Sawtell, Sorhaug Woods, McLain's Woods, Wharton Plantation).
B. Website and Maps
a. Peregoy is working on an alternate overlay and is waiting for feedback from members on their reviews of the interactive map (whether trails identified are formally part of the Groton Trails Network or informal, non-public trails)
C. Social Media Update
a. Paananen has updated the Facebook page.
b. Paananen will post note about NEFF’s red pine scale harvesting on Burnt Meadow loop.
D. Guest: Brody Tyler
a. Built two signs for Groton Conservation Trust for Eagle Scout project.
b. Presented generic sign design to committee for Groton Trails signs.
E. Sign Interest Group
a. Added Brody Tyler, Charlie Gray
b. Funch would like to present Earmark Fund Report to the Destination Groton Committee when final funds are allocated. $1,790 remains in sign budget.
F. Financials
a. Gift Fund
b. NEFF donation received for dumping fee
G. Letter of Support
a. Committee approved letter of support for Groton Conservation Commission’s application for CPA funds.
H. 2025 Committee Report to Select Board - Presented by McKinley on 12/22/25.
I. Eagle Scout Project - Quinton Morse; bridges in Walker and McLain’s Woods
a. RDA Application for Conservation Commission is in progress.
J. Invasive Alert - Porcelain berry brochure was distributed

DISCUSSIONS
A. VOTE/SIGN:  Reimbursement requests for Wharton bridge materials and chainsaw chain sharpening
B. Freedom’s Way “Hidden Treasures” Events
a. Any day during the month of May.
b. Register events on Freedom Way’s National Heritage Area (FWNHA) website.
c. Can guide a hike, bike ride, etc., or join other events.
C. NEFF’s harvesting at Wharton Plantation, near Martin’s Pond Road, has begun.
a. Control of red pine scale (invasive insect)
b. Northern half of Burnt Meadow loop and southwest of Dan Parker Rd.
D. Paquawket Path update - Survey is being scheduled.
E. Signed 2026 Liability Releases for GCT and NEFF
F. Lawrence Academy Trail Project – Service hours of students are available for trails related work.
G. Groton Sustainability Commission’s request for discussion time
a. Committee agreed to hear 15-minute presentation from Sustainability Commission at next meeting.
H. Project Planning
a. Initial discussion; more planning will be done next meeting.
b. Potential major projects
i. Trail connection from Skyfields to Matisse Bells; would require long (~80 foot) bridge over wetland.
ii. Scarlet Hill, stabilize wet sections in low-lying area using Geo-grid
iii. Connection from Nashua River Rail Trail to Middle School
iv. Hill Rd. to Ice Line trail improvements
v. Trail along Nashua River to Fitch’s Bridge, if approval obtained for land swap

ADJOURNMENT
VOTE:	Motion to adjourn made by Peregoy, seconded by Lynch, and passed by unanimous vote at 9:00 PM.
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