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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 31, 2023 

APPROVED 
 

SB Members Present: Peter Cunningham, Chair (virtually present); John Reilly, Vice Chair; Alison Manugian, 

Clerk; Matt Pisani; Becky Pine 

 

Also Present: Mark Haddad, Town Manager; Kara Cruikshank, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager; Tom 

Orcutt, Water Superintendent; Dr. Laura Chesson, GDRHS Superintendent; Andrew MacLean, Pepperell Town 

Administrator; Steele McCurdy, Groton Fire Chief; The Groton Board of Health Members; The Board of Groton 

Water Commissioners; Greg Sheldon and Joni Parker Roach, Groton Destination Committee; Bob Rafferty and 

Tyler Schmidt, Environmental Partners 

 

Mr. Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and reviewed the agenda. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr. Haddad announced that the Town of Groton received their Quarter 2 Groton Community Fund payment 

check from Groton Hill Music Center in the amount of $16,594. He also explained that the Town had received a 

total of $37,742 in these payments since they began presenting concerts at Groton Hill Music Center in October 

2022. 

 

Mr. Haddad announced more great news. He said both the House and Senate have passed the State Budget. 

The budget includes an increase in Chapter 70 to $60 per pupil and an allocation of $100 million for additional 

funding to the MSBA for the Florence Roche project.  That could result in the town receiving $5.2 million in 

reimbursement for the additional $9.5 million needed for the project. 

  

Mr. Haddad said the Town had received notification that the Nashua River Watershed Association’s Regional 

MVP (Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness) Grant had been approved.  The Town looks forward to working 

with our regional partners on this Grant. 

 

Ms. Pine said the State Budget did not allocate the funds requested for the Community Preservation Committee 

Fund, but there is still a possibility to obtain this funding. She also announced that the Planning Board is 

required to update the master plan every 10 years, and the work has begun. Consultants have scheduled and 

are conducting interviews through Zoom. If anyone is interested in participating, please contact Takashi Tada, 

Land Use Director.  

 

Mr. Haddad announced that the Town’s Conservation Administrator will be leaving. He mentioned that a 

screening committee would search for a new Administrator to fill the vacant position. Mr. Gualco will certainly 

be missed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 2 of 6 July 31, 2023 Regular Session  

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. McCaffrey called the Board of Water Commissioners to order at 7:07 PM. 

 

Ms. Collette stated that the meeting of the Board of Health convened at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

TOWN MANAGERS REPORT 

1. Consider Accepting the Nomination of Veronica O’Donnell and Appoint Ms. O’Donnell to the 

Conductor Lab Oversight Committee.  

 

Mr. Reilly made a motion to accept the Town Manager’s nomination and appoint Veronica O’Donnell to 

the Conductor Lab Oversight Committee with a term to expire on June 30, 2024. Ms. Manugian seconded 

the motion. Roll Call: Reilly-aye; Cunningham-aye; Pisani- aye; Manugian – aye; Pine-aye. 

 

2. Final FY 2023 Groton Country Club Budget Review/Update.  

Mr. Haddad said that he was very pleased to report to the Board on the Fiscal 2023 Final Budget of the 

Groton Country Club. The Country Club continues to perform above expectations, and Fiscal Year 2023 

was a record year for the Club in terms of revenue. He said the Club had total revenues of $794,368.78 

in FY 2023, which was $54,668.77 more than FY 2022 ($739,700.01), the previous record year. Total 

expended in FY 2023, including Capital and Overhead, was $674,656.01. That meant the Club made a 

profit of $119,712.77. Mr. Haddad said that was amazing news and a testament to the outstanding 

management and leadership of Shawn Campbell, General Manager/Head Professional. Mr. Campbell 

will continue to manage the Club in the most cost-effective way to benefit the taxpayers and residents 

of Groton.   

 

   3.   Update on Select Board Meeting Schedule Through Labor Day 

  Monday, August 7, 2023   No Meeting 

  Monday, August 14, 2023   Review the First Draft of the Fall Town Meeting Warrant 

       Public Hearing to Set the FY 2024 Stormwater Fee 

  Monday, August 21, 2023   No Meeting 

  Monday, August 28, 2023   Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

  Monday, September 4, 2023   No Meeting (Labor Day Holiday) 

  Monday, September 11, 2023,   Public Hearing on Fall Town Meeting Warrant Articles 

 

 

ITEMS FOR SELECT BOARD CONSIDERATION AND ACTION 

1. Review and Approve the Annual Review of the Town Manager 

Mr. Haddad said he provided the Final Annual Performance Review of the Town Manager to the Select 

Board members. The Annual Review was posted with the Packet on the Town’s website for public review 

and filed in the Town Clerk’s office. He explained that the Board needed to approve the Annual Review 

formally. Mr. Haddad thanked the Board for the outstanding review they gave him, and he enjoyed 

meeting with the members individually to discuss the Review and received great feedback. 
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 Ms. Pine said the Town Manager is doing a great job. 

 

Ms. Pine moved that they accept the compilation workbook for the Town Manager’s evaluation and 

accept the Town Manager’s annual review for the period ending on June 30, 2023. Mr. Pisani seconded 

the motion. Roll call: Reilly-aye, Cunningham-aye, Pisani- aye, Manugian – aye, Pine-aye. 

 

 

2. Review and Consider Setting Annual Goals of the Select Board 

Mr. Haddad presented the proposed goals of the Select Board for FY2023 to the Board for review, 

discussion, and potential adoption. He tried to consolidate and summarize the goals provided by 

individual members and thanked the Board. The Board reviewed and amended the proposed goals.  A 

copy of the final revised goals is attached and incorporated in these minutes. 

 

3. Approve the Creation of the Destination Groton Gift Fund 

 The Destination Groton Committee had been receiving donations from various organizations to assist 

them in carrying out their Charge. They recently received a $1000 donation from the Johnny Appleseed 

Trails Association and expect more donations. For the Committee to accept and spend these donated 

funds, the Select Board would need to approve the creation of the Destination Groton Gift Fund. Mr. 

Haddad respectfully requested that the Board vote to approve that fund.  

  

Ms. Manugian made a motion to approve the creation of the Destination Groton Gift Fund. Ms. Pine 

seconded the motion. Roll call: Reilly-aye; Cunningham-aye; Pisani- aye; Manugian – aye; Pine-aye. 

 

4. Approve BYOB Permit for Esquared Hospitality Ventures dba Third Space Kitchen & Events 

 

Ms. Pine made a motion to approve a BYOB Permit for Esquared Hospitality Ventures dba Third Space 

Kitchen & Events, as requested. Ms. Manugian seconded the motion. Roll Call: Reilly-aye, Cunningham-

aye, Pisani- aye, Manugian – aye, Pine-aye. 

 

Ms. Pine asked about the septic capacity of Mill Run Plaza. The Board has asked for a summary report on 

the sewerage system of the Plaza.  Mr. Haddad thought the Plaza was on the Town Sewer System, but 

would reach out to the Board of Health and report back to the Board. 

 

5. Consider/Determine What Three Days the Board Would Impose the Suspension of the Liquor License 

for Boston Road Market & Liquors Now that the ABCC has Upheld the Board’s Decision to Suspend 

 

Mr. Haddad said the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission had upheld the three day liquor license 

suspension of Boston Road Market and Liquor due to selling alcohol to an underage individual. It was 

now the responsibility of the Select Board to decide which three days the license would be suspended. 

Mr. Haddad suggested that the license suspension should be on September 1, 2, and 3, 2023. 

 

Ms. Manugian made a motion to suspend the Liquor license for Boston Road Market & Liquors Friday, 

September 1, 2 and 3, 2023. Ms. Pine seconded the motion. Roll Call: Reilly-aye; Cunningham-aye; Pisani- 

aye; Manugian – aye; Pine-aye. 
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REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PREFERRED OPTION TO ADDRESS PFAS AS THE GROTON DUNSTABLE 

REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Andrew MacLean, the Town Administrator of Pepperell, was joined by Tyler Schmidt and Robert Rafferty, 

engineers from Environmental Partners, Dr. Laura Chesson, GDRSD Superintendent, as well as members of the 

Groton Board of Health and the Board of Water Commissioners, for a discussion. After significant discussion and 

collaboration with the Pepperell and Dunstable Town Administrators, Mr. Haddad stated that there were two 

potential solutions to address PFAS at the Groton Dunstable Regional High School. They are the Regional 

Solution, which involves connecting directly to the Jersey Street Well in Pepperell, and the Groton Solution, 

which involves connecting directly to the Whitney Well in Groton. He walked the Board through the 

memorandum provided to the Select Board with the final options and a recommendation (reference 

memorandum dated July 31, 2023 attached to these minutes). 

 

Mr. Haddad said that he understood both the Board of Health and the Board of Water Commissioners were 

opposed to any solution that would bring water to the High School with PFAS levels greater than 4 PPT (parts 

per trillion). He wanted to recommend a solution that would meet current PFAS standards, address future PFAS 

standards, and be the most cost-friendly to the taxpayers of Groton. He strongly recommended that the Select 

Board approve moving forward with the Regional Solution. He asked the members of the Board if they had any 

questions or comments.  

 

Ms. Pine said the Groton Solution might be necessary if PFAS became a concern in the future and the state-

mandated action for residents not on piped water.  

 

Mr. Reilly stated that plant in Pepperell was being constructed and would be under the limit for required 

standards when completed.  

 

Mr. Pisani believed that pursuing the Groton Solution would help their community. Mr. Haddad stated that the 

Select Board needs to take into consideration the position of the Town of Dusntable when making a decision.  

Dunstable was in favor of the Regional Solution as it was the most cost effective and would meet EPA 

regulations when completed. 

 

Ms. Pine believed there were risks in either solution. 

 

Ms. Pine asked Mr. Haddad what Town Meeting in Groton would need to consider. Mr. Haddad informed her 

that they would need to present a final proposal at the upcoming Fall Town Meeting in October and seek 

approval for a Special Election for a debt exclusion, as the Town would need to exempt the debt service on this 

project from Proposition 2½ due to the annual debt service payment.  

 

Public Comments  

Groton Board of Health Chair Michelle Collette said a unanimous vote was carried by the Town of Groton Board 

of Health and would not be in support of any water option for the Groton Dunstable High School and its 

surrounding areas that do not meet the Proposed Environmental Protection Agency standards of 4 parts per 

trillion. She explained that the Groton Board of Health recently adopted new regulations for wells, including 
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PFAS, due to public health concerns. She thought it would be beneficial if the school could continue providing 

water in the interim. 

 

Mr. MacLean stated that their goal was to ensure clean water to all their resident and share their values of 0 

PPT of PFAS. He said the upgrade to the Jersey Street Well would take approximately twenty-four to thirty-six 

months to complete.  

 

GDRSD Superintendent Dr. Chesson said that irrigation costs the school district approximately $100,000 

annually. The cost of drinking and cooking water is estimated to be between $30 and $40 per month. The school 

district could continue to pay for the drinking and cooking water in the interim until the  Pepperell Plant 

upgrade to treat PFAS is completed. 

 

Evan Thackaberry, a Groton Board of Health member, stated that if the school continued to provide bottled 

water for drinking and cooking water, it would change his perspective.  

 

Board of Water Commissioners Chair Jack McCaffrey stated that the Groton Water Commissioners would pay $1 

million upfront to offset the cost of the Project if the Board moved forward with the Groton Solution. 

 

Finance Committee Chair Mr. Robertson believed that the more expensive Solution, the Groton Solution, might 

be better. He said there were too many unknowns in 30 years, and many issues could arise. He explained that 

PFAS is ever-changing. He expressed his opposition to a three-party decision-making process, especially when 

the town is not in control. He noted that the Groton Solution would only increase the average tax bill by 

approximately $25 per year.  

 

Ms. Pine made a motion to endorse the Regional Solution and direct the Town Manager to proceed. Mr. 

Cunningham seconded the motion. Roll call: Manugian-nay; Pisani-nay; Reilly-nay; Pine-aye; Cunningham-aye. 

The motion was defeated by a majority vote of 3 Against, 2 in Favor -Pine and Cunningham. 

 

Mr. Haddad advised that a new vote would need to be taken. 

 

Ms. Manugian made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to move forward with the Groton Solution. Mr. 

Pisani seconded the motion. Roll call: Reilly-aye; Cunningham-aye; Pisani-aye; Cunningham-aye; Manugian-aye. 

 

Ms. Pine stated she would have difficulty defending this motion at Town Meeting.  

 

Mr. Haddad wanted to thank Mr. MacLean for attending the meeting that evening and working collaboratively 

with him. Ms. Manugian clarified that her vote was based solely on too many unknowns regarding the Regional 

Solution. Mr. Reilly said he appreciated the Boards and Commissions, and they will proceed to Town Meeting to 

see how it goes.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS  
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ON-GOING ISSUES 

 C. The work on the Green Communities Application and Implementation has been completed. Takashi 

Tada will file the final report by the August 31st deadline. The town is now prepared to apply for the 

next round of funding in the fall. 

 

Approval of Minutes from July 17, 2023 

 

Mr. Reilly made a motion to approve the minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting from July 17, 2023 as 

presented. Mr. Pisani seconded the motion. Roll Call: Manugian-aye; Cunningham-aye; Reilly-aye; Pisani-aye; 

(Pine- Abstained). 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

Respectively submitted by Kara Cruikshank, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager. 


























