
SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 17, 2023
APPROVED
SB Members Present: Peter Cunningham, Chair; John Reilly, Vice Chair; Alison Manugian, Clerk; Matt Pisani; Becky Pine
Also Present: Mark Haddad, Town Manager; Kara Cruikshank, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager; Tom Orcutt, Water Superintendent
Mr. Cunningham called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and reviewed the agenda.
ANNOUNCEMENT
Mr. Haddad announced that the Annual Groton Fireworks for that evening have been canceled. The cancellation was due to flooding on Broadmeadow Road and the field being too wet to drive a truck on.  He said they had no option but to cancel the event.  At this time, there is no set date for the rescheduled event. Mr. Haddad will announce the date as soon as it’s determined.
Mr. Haddad explained that Sargisson Beach was closed due to vandalism. He said four to six security cameras have been ordered and will be installed; the Police Department will be monitoring them.  Mr. Haddad said adding the cameras as a security feature was important before they reopened the beach.
Ms. Pine said they received an update to the Code of Conduct from MIIA (Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association). She explained that this was in response to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruling regarding public comments during meetings.  Ms. Pine would like to further discuss this update during an upcoming Select Board meeting. Mr. Haddad said he will schedule this for some time in August and would invite the Town Clerk to attend that meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
TOWN MANAGERS REPORT
1. Consider Ratifying the Town Manager’s Appointment of Nandi Munson as the Community Engagement Specialist for the Council on Aging. 
Mr. Haddad said the Council on Aging had a vacancy for a Community Engagement Specialist. Mr. Haddad said he believed Ms. Munson would be a great addition to the staff. Council on Aging Director Ashley Shaheen is excited for Ms. Munson to join their team. Mr. Haddad respectfully requested that the Select Board consider ratifying his appointment that evening.
Ms. Manugian made a motion to ratify the Town Manager’s appointment of Nandi Munson as the Community Engagement Specialist for the Council on Aging. Mr. Pisani seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cunningham and Ms. Pine welcomed her aboard.
2. Consider Ratifying the Town Manager’s Appointment of Jeffrey Kern as a Truck Driver/Laborer for the Department of Public Works. 
Ms. Manugian made a motion to ratify the Town Manager’s appointment of Jeffrey Kern as a Truck Driver/Laborer for the Department of Public Works. Mr. Pisani seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
3. Update from the Town Manager on the Town Manager’s Tri-Comm Working Group.

Mr. Haddad said he met with the Tri-Comm Working Group earlier that day and thought it was a great meeting. He said everyone was focused, and they came out of the meeting with a game plan moving forward. He was pleased with the cooperation and participation in the meeting. Mr. Pisani said they set the foundation for the information they will need to ensure the success of the Working Group. The next scheduled meeting will be held on Monday, August 14th.
4. PFAS Update Issue at GDRSD High School
Mr. Haddad said that the Select Board voted at their June 26th meeting to authorize him to proceed with the Pepperell Solution (to pursue the installation of a permanent water main from Jersey Street in Pepperell to the GDRSD High School and surrounding properties in Dunstable, while providing interim treatment at the High School). The Board also wanted Mr. Haddad to continue to explore the Groton Solution (bringing water from Groton’s Whitney Well to the High School and surrounding properties in Dunstable). Mr. Haddad explained that finding a temporary treatment solution was the top priority. Mr. Haddad said he and his assistant, Kara Cruikshank, met with the Town Administrators of Pepperell and Dunstable and the Pepperell DPW earlier that morning. Pepperell expressed their belief that the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) would cover the cost of temporary treatment. Mr. Haddad believed that DEP said Pepperell would be eligible for SRF funding. Mr. Haddad stated that he cares about the environment, people's health, the Groton and Dunstable taxpayers, and their ability to pay. He said they were looking for the best cost-effective solution for the taxpayers of Groton and Dunstable that prioritizes the health of the residents and students of the school. The Board of Health and Water Commissioners are adamant about the PFAS level being at 0 parts per trillion (PPT) when coming into the district. Mr. Haddad said that, unfortunately, is a costly proposition. Currently, the DEP has a limit of 20 PPT levels for PFAS. Mr. Haddad explained that Pepperell has three wells. One well is shut down because it exceeds the DEP levels of 20 PPT, the Bemis well is at non-detect, and the Jersey Street well has levels ranging from 0 to 13 PPT. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and DEP are expected to implement a new regulation in the next three to four years, limiting PFAS levels to 4 PPT or less. The treatment plant would be upgraded accordingly to meet the new regulation. 

Mr. Haddad has requested Environmental Partners to obtain the most precise cost estimate possible for the Pepperell Solution. They are evaluating if Groton should contribute to the upgrade of the new treatment plant or if it should be done through rates. Mr. Haddad was pleased with the meeting with Pepperell and Dunstable, and they will be meeting again on Thursday, July 27th.  He will present his recommendation to the Board on July 31st.
  
5. 
 Update on Select Board Meeting Schedule Through Labor Day

 Monday, July 24, 2023


 No Meeting
        Monday, July 31, 2023


 Review and Consider Approval for Preferred Option to Address  



 PFAS at the GDRSD High School




 Finalize Town Manger’s Annual Review

 Monday, August 7, 2023

 No Meeting

 Monday, August 14, 2023

 Review the First Draft of the Fall Town Meeting Warrant






 Public Hearing to Set the FY 2024 Stormwater Fee

 Monday, August 21, 2023

 No Meeting

 Monday, August 28, 2023

 Regularly Scheduled Meeting

 Monday, September 4, 2023

 No Meeting (Labor Day Holiday)

 Monday, September 11, 2023,

 Public Hearing on Fall Town Meeting Warrant Articles
ITEMS FOR SELECT BOARD CONSIDERATION AND ACTION

Mr. Haddad asked the Board to consider authorizing the Chair and the Town Manager to sign the expense and payroll warrants over the next 30 days, until August 17, 2023.

Ms. Pine made a motion to authorize the Chair and the Town Manager to sign the expense and payroll warrants over the next 30 days. Mr. Reilly seconded the motion. The vote was carried unanimously.  

Mr. Haddad said that during the last Select Board meeting, Ms. Manugian volunteered to draft a letter to urge the Town’s Representatives and Senator to co-sponsor the bills that would regulate and remove PFAS from products Ms. Manugian finished drafting the letters, and they were prepared for the Board members to sign.
OTHER BUSINESS 
None
ON-GOING ISSUES
None
Approval of Minutes from July 10, 2023

Ms. Manugian made a motion to approve the minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting from July 10, 2023 as presented. Mr. Pisani seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0-2 (Pine and Cunningham abstained). 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 pm.
Respectively submitted by Kara Cruikshank, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager.
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