
SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, October 17, 2022
APPROVED
SB Members Present: John F. Reilly, Chair; Matthew F. Pisani, Clerk; Alison S. Manugian, Member; Peter S. Cunningham, Member
Virtual: Rebecca H. Pine, Vice Chair;
Also Present: Mark W. Haddad, Town Manager; Kara Cruikshank, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager; Michelle Collette, Groton Board of Health; Carol Coutrier, The Greenway Committee; Marion Stoddard, Former Groton Resident; Evan Thackaberry, Groton Board of Health
John Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and reviewed the agenda. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Reilly reviewed the agenda.
Mr. Haddad made an announcement that on Wednesday, October 19th 6 to 7pm, a Mass Citizens Climate Forum Conference will be held.  This will be at the Kent Recital Hall, 367 North Street in Fitchburg, MA. Ms. Pine added it will be a hybrid event.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
No public comments were made.
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Consider ratifying the Town Manger’s appointment of William Seldon as an Election Worker.
Ms. Manugian made the motion to ratify the Town Managers appointment of William Seldon as an Election Worker. Mr. Pisani seconded the motion. Roll Call: Manugian-aye; Pisani-aye; Cunningham-aye; Reilly-aye; Pine- aye. 

2. Update on the Select Board Meeting Schedule Through the End of the Year
Mr. Haddad would like to update the meeting schedule that will take the Board through the end of the year. 


Monday, October 24, 2022 
Meet with FinCom to Establish FY 2024 Budget Guidance


Monday, October 31, 2022
No Meeting


Monday, November 7, 2022 
Meet Remotely (due to the room being unavailable because of the Election) 

Monday, November 14, 2022 
Meet in Joint Session with the Library Trustees

Monday, November 21, 2022 
Tax Classification Hearing

Monday, November 28, 2022
No Meeting


Monday, December 5, 2022 
Annual License Renewal

Monday, December 12, 2022 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting


Monday, December 19, 2022 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting


Monday, December 26, 2022
No Meeting


Monday, December 26, 2022
No Meeting


Monday, January 9, 2023

FY 2024 Town Manager’s Budget Presentation
SELECT BOARD ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
1. Review Town Meeting Motions and Article Assignments
Mr. Haddad has provided the Board with the Motions for Town Meeting and their assignments. The Planning Board held a Public Hearing for the Proposed Citizens’ Petition for the rezoning of 797 Boston Road. The Planning Board is not comfortable bringing this Article to Town Meeting because there was no public outreach by the Proponent. The Planning Board did not make a recommendation on the Article. If they do not make a recommendation, Town Meeting can not vote on the Article. The Proponent is aware and could possibly bring the Article back to Spring Town Meeting. 

Mr. Haddad reviewed the Articles with the Select Board Members. Some important information about the following Articles were discussed:

Article 10: Electronic Voting at Town Meeting


The Electronic Voting Committee will be doing a demonstration as part of their presentation at Town Meeting. Everyone at Town Meeting will receive a clicker as a mock trial. 

Article 11: Funding to Remove Building 


Mr. Cunningham said the Board of Health took a position to support the Article. The Finance Committee voted unanimously against the Article, Mr. Haddad said. They believe it should be part of the Capital Budget.

Article 12: CPC Prescott Elevator


This is an Out of Cycle Application for the Community Preservation Committee. Therefore, Mr. Haddad is asking the Select Board to present this motion.


Article 15: Citizens Petition- Rezone the 797 Boston Road


Mr. Haddad has revised motions and the Article will be postponed. Mr. Reilly will be moving this article. 


Article 16: Citizens Petition- Extend Center Sewer District


The Sewer Commission has voted unanimously against this Article. Mr. Orcutt will make this presentation at Town Meeting on behalf of the Sewer Commission.

Articles 17, 18, 19 – The Moderator will be reaching out to the Proponent. Mr. Haddad said they do not have motions for these Articles. 


Mr. Haddad said he will post a meeting for 8:45am, before Town Meeting in the event that something comes up.
Former Nod Road Landfill – Follow up Discussion/Action
Ms. Collette, Board of Health Chair, and Members of the Greenway Committee were in attendance for the discussion. Mr. Haddad wanted to lead the discussion for the former Nod Road Landfill. He explained Mr. Luke Fabbri did a Preliminary Site Assessment on the landfill presented the information during a previous Select Board Meeting. Mr. Haddad said the former landfill was capped 46 years ago. Mr. Fabbri recommended to monitor the Landfill but not do any more investigation. Mr. Fabbri suggests posting no trespassing signs and to cut some trees back so they do not encroach on the property. DEP is not currently saying to do anything on that site. Mr. Haddad and ConsCom Administrator, Nik Gualco, worked collaboratively to figure out where the no trespassing signs should be located. Mr. Haddad presented the locations on the smart board. Mr. Haddad reiterated, this was capped to the standards in 1976 and no environmental concerns have been brought to our attention. This would have to go to DEP if we decided to recap this. If this needed to be recapped, Mr. Fabbri estimated this could cost 3 to 5 million dollars to today’s standards. 
Public Comments/Questions

The Greenway Committee Member, Carol Coutrier, was in attendance. She would like to clarify the area is leaching, assuming it is iron, orange in color. Ms. Coutrier asked if they could do an inexpensive chemical test to see what else is leaching into the river? Mr. Haddad said, if you do any testing you will need to report the testing to DEP. 
Mr. Pisani said the signage should have been put up once it was capped. Mr. Cunningham said it is a positive that it is all municipal water in that area. Mr. Haddad said he is going to work with the DPW on the mowing. Ms. Pine asked Mr. Haddad to inquire if it is allowed, with mowing, to seed the areas that needs grass to stabilize it other than having bare earth.
A Nod Road resident asked if on the deed of this parcel, to be clear on the town records, it can be notated there is a landfill. Ms. Manugian viewed the deed, nothing is previously notated on the deed about a landfill. 
Evan Thackaberry, from the Groton Board of Health, said he believes it is a fair assumption that there is nothing toxic. He believes they are all in agreement about the pollution and to post signage that shows non-motorized vehicles. 
Ms. Manugian asked Mr. Haddad to inquire with Luke Fabbri and/or Town Counsel to see what liability the town has, if they do not do something about the landfill at this time.
Mr. Reilly wanted to thank the Greenway Committee, Board of Health and residents for attending.
OTHER BUSINESS
No Other business
MINUTES        
Mr. Cunningham made a motion to approve the minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting on October 3, 2022. Ms. Manugian seconded the motion. Roll Call: Manugian-aye; Pisani-aye; Cunningham-aye; Reilly-aye; Pine- abstain. 
LIASON REPORT
Ms. Manugian said there was a School Committee Meeting last week. They are having significant concerns about the potential need to maybe taking away some of the ARPA positions they brought in. The students need these supports to stay in place. They may be coming forward to discuss.

Ms. Manugian also asked if in November they can get a quick update about the additional revenue for the Florence Roche School. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03PM
Approved:  _____________________________

_________________________________

      
   
Matthew F. Pisani, Clerk


respectfully submitted: Kara Cruikshank, 









Executive Assistant to the Town Manager
Date Approved: October 24, 2022
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