
 

Page 1 of 3 November 25, 2019 Regular Session  

 

SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 

APPROVED 

 
SB Members Present: Alison S. Manugian, Chair; Joshua A. Degen, Vice Chair; John F. Reilly, Clerk; John R. Giger, 

Member; Rebecca H. Pine, Member 

Also Present:  Mark W. Haddad, Town Manager; Dawn Dunbar, Executive Assistant; Peter Berry, Brooks & DeRensis 

 

Ms. Manugian called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm and reviewed the agenda.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Haddad read into the record a letter from the MMA regarding Groton as the winner of the MMA website award. He 

congratulated Mike Chiasson and Nick Batchelder.  

 

Mr. Haddad said that Groton School had delivered their PILOT payment today in the amount of $150,000 which was $5K 

more than last year.  

 

Mr. Haddad said that the Charter had been approved by the Governor.  

 

TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT 

1. Mr. Haddad said that he was excited to introduce Chief McCurdy. Chief McCurdy said he was happy to introduce 

the new Deputy Chief, Art Cheeks who started today. He said that Deputy Cheeks had proven to be an asset to the 

department and was glad to have him on board. He said that the Town Clerk was here to swear him in officially. 

Deputy Cheeks said he appreciated everyone for coming and thanked the Chief. He said he really enjoyed serving 

the community and was committed to the position and the job.  

 

2. Representative Harrington was present to provide a legislative update. She said that they were not in session until 

January. She said that the distracted driving bill had passed and was signed today. She said that the educational 

opportunity bill was something that had passed adding she didn't think it raise the funding enough. She said that the 

flavor tobacco bill would eliminate flavored tobacco and menthol cigarettes from the market in Massachusetts. She 

said she voted against this adding she didn't think it would do what they thought it would, adding people would just 

go to the bordering states to purchase the product instead. Representative Harrington said that the Town’s request 

for additional liquor licenses was in process. She said she was working on trying to get a probate court in Lowell 

which was not something they had currently. She said that traffic congestion in the Commonwealth was another big 

issue. She said that they might be voting on a rather large bond bill to address much needed improvements to one of 

the tunnels in Boston.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Ms. Pine said that a discussion around domestic violence grew out of comments and conversations after the recent tragic 

death of a woman allegedly by her husband and people asking what they could do about domestic violence. Chief Luth said 

that it made sense to have one person oversee domestic violence calls and services being offered. Chief Luth said that 

Sergeant Mead had been designated to be the point of contact for domestic violence outreach. Chief Luth said that he was 

hoping in the future to be able to find grants that would allow them to have an advocate that was a clinician and not an 

officer citing Fitchburg as an example of this. Mr. Degen asked if this was something that the Municipal Modernization Act 

would allow them to do under a contract with other towns. Ms. Pine suggested that they put fliers in the bathrooms of public 

buildings. Ms. Pine mentioned a committee that Westford had which was a group made up of residents, town employees, 

victims and professionals. Mr. Degen suggested reaching out to the houses of worship and asking to put these flyers in there 

as well.  

 

A resident asked what they could do as a community to help. Chief Luth said that a neighbor or friend was more likely to get 

a response from the victim than an officer. He said that they were limited as to what they could do as officers when people 

didn't want help.  
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TOWN MANAGERS REPORT - CONT. 

3. Mr. Haddad explained the hours for Town Hall for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  

4. Mr. Haddad said that department budgets were due last Friday. He invited Board Members to attend the budget 

meetings the following week. Mr. Haddad said that he had a meeting on Thursday next week with the Dunstable 

Town Administrator and Superintendent to discuss budgets.  

5. Mr. Haddad said that the Board requested that a letter be drafted to the Department of Conservation and Recreation 

in support of the Forest Legacy Area Designation. Mr. Haddad said that Conservation Administrator Nik Gualco 

had drafted a letter and asked the Board to approve the letter. Ms. Pine said that she had suggested one small change 

be made to the letter.  

 

Mr. Giger moved to approve the letter to DCR in support of the Forest Legacy Area Designation. Ms. Pine 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Degen moved to approve a one-day beer and wine license request from Friends of Prescott, Inc. for a Holiday Party to 

be held on Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Ms. Pine seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Ms. Manugian said that there was a clause in the contract of the Town Manager relative to an opt out. Ms. Manugian said 

that either the Select Board or Town Manager could opt out prior to the end of December. She said that if the Board did not 

want to move forward with opt out or discussion, nothing would change. She said the intent that evening was to walk through 

the process. Attorney Berry said the discussion should be limited to considering the process.  Mr. Degen said that if there 

was not two members or three members that wanted to opt out, they should consider putting it to bed that night. Mr. Degen 

said that Mr. Haddad’s attitude toward the job and position had made him a better Town Manager and that he had been 

serving the town well. He said he was in favor of fulfilling the contract through at least the next year if not the remainder of 

the contract. He said he wasn't sure why they were discussing this. Attorney Berry said that any member could make a 

motion at any time. He said that the contract did not say they had to do deliberate this if there was no interest in opting out. 

Ms. Pine said that the opt out language was a new thing that had been put into the contract and wanted to thank Ms. 

Manugian for thinking through how to handle this. She said it was worth them taking the time to think about this and not 

jump to a decision that night adding she didn't want them to ignore it. Mr. Degen said he was not ignoring this adding he 

asked the Chair about this a few weeks ago. He said he had taken time to reflect on this. Mr. Reilly said he had not ignored 

this adding he had done his research.  He said he would not change his mind in two weeks unless something drastic 

happened. Mr. Giger agreed with Mr. Degen and Mr. Reilly adding he took exception to anyone saying that this was being 

ignored. Ms. Manugian said she agreed in principal with Ms. Pine but would entertain a motion.  

 

Mr. Degen moved that they not exercise the opt out provision within the Town Manager’s contract for the next year. Mr. 

Reilly seconded the motion.  

 

Ms. Pine said that Mr. Degen said a few minutes ago that he was willing to allow time and had now changed his mind. Mr. 

Degen said he was hearing that the majority of the Board supported not holding off thus the reason for his motion.  

 

Mr. Degen withdrew his motion.  

 

Mr. Giger said he feared they would be in the same place they were currently in two weeks. He said he believed the attention 

to training had been effective adding they had seen changes.  

 

Mr. Giger moved that they not choose to exercise their option to opt out of the contract. Mr. Reilly seconded the motion. The 

motion carried 3-2 with Ms. Manugian and Ms. Pine against.   

 

ON-GOING ISSUES 

There were no updates. 
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MINUTES 

Mr. Degen moved to approve the meeting minutes of November 18, 2019. Mr. Reilly seconded the motion. The motion 

carried 4-0-1 with Ms. Pine abstaining.  

 

 

 

Approved:  _____________________________  _________________________________ 
           John Reilly, Clerk    respectfully submitted:       

         Dawn Dunbar, Executive Assistant 

Date Approved:  12/9/19  


