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BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

MINUTES OCTOBER 19, 2015 

GROTON-DUNSTABLE MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA 

APPROVED 

 

Present: John G. Petropoulos, Chair; Anna Eliot, Vice Chair; Stuart M. Schulman, Clerk; Peter S. Cunningham, 

Member; Joshua A. Degen, Member 

Also Present:  Mark W. Haddad, Town Manager; Dawn Dunbar, Executive Assistant to the Town Manager 

 

Mr. Petropoulos called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen to order at 5:33pm.   

 

Mr. Haddad said that he wanted to add the appointment of Timothy Ash as a golf shop staff employee to the 

agenda. Mr. Petropoulos said that he wanted to discuss a proclamation also. 

 

1. Mr. Haddad said that Mr. Sheldon had come before the Board a couple of weeks ago and had been 

working to obtain quotes to do an accessibility study on the Prescott School.  Mr. Haddad said that a 

quote from Bargmann was $5,000 and Mr. Sheldon was planning on making a motion to amend the 

vote under General Government to increase the amount already requested by $5,000.  Mr. 

Cunningham asked if when Bargmann did the original survey if he did a handicap accessibility study 

at that time. Mr. Sheldon said that the study mentioned that it needed to be upgraded but no plans or 

specifics were presented. Ms. Eliot said that he didn’t do a study for community use but more so for a 

fire station or hotel use.  Mr. Cunningham asked where the funds would come from. Mr. Haddad said 

it would come from free cash.  Mr. Degen asked why they needed to have this study done when they 

did not know who the owners were going to be and what the use(s) may be. He thought it might be 

premature to spend money on this at this juncture.  Ms. Eliot said that she wished Mr. Platt was here to 

answer why it was necessary.  Mr. Haddad said that Mr. Platt and Mr. Cataldo, the Building 

Commissioner, recommended that it be done.  Mr. Sheldon said that it was necessary and would help 

them in studying potential uses of the building. He said that Mr. Prest had made note that changes 

would trip code and they need to understand what that means. He said that the charge says to examine 

uses of the building and update cost estimates. Mr. Sheldon said that code references should be done 

before updates to cost estimates could be done. Mr. Schulman said that there was a minimum amount 

of code that has to be met regardless of uses. Mr. Degen said that he understand the need for 

accessibility but added that based on what happened with all floors and rooms the accessibility options 

may vary.  Mr. Haddad said that there were minimum things that had to be done regardless of the use.  

 

Mr. Petropoulos asked that the magnitude of potential cost implications of handicap accessibility 

were.  Mr. Sheldon said that he was unsure.  Mr. Cunningham said that the biggest thing was probably 

an elevator.  Ms. Eliot added that the restrooms also needed to be made accessible.  Mr. Schulman 

said that it might be a good idea to do this now adding they might find out this project isn’t feasible 

for the Town. Mr. Sheldon said that they started in January without a budget and were trying to keep 

costs to minimum.  He said that they wanted to be able to provide an estimated cost and needed to do 

this in order to arrive at those estimated costs.  

 

2. Mr. Haddad said that they received a request for a one day liquor license from First Parish Church for 

an Evening of Storytelling on Saturday, October 24th from 7-10pm and asked the Board to consider 

approving the request.  

 

Mr. Degen moved to approve the one day license for beer and wine only for the First Parish Church 

for Saturday October 24th from 7-10pm. Mr. Schulman seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   
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3. Mr. Haddad asked the Board to ratify his appointment of Timothy Ash to the Golf Shop Staff.  

Mr. Schulman moved to ratify the Town Manager’s appointment of Timothy Ash.  Mr. Cunningham 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

4. Mr. Haddad said that there was only one unpaid bill to Turf Unlimited for $5,000 on the warrant and 

asked the Board if they supported the article. The Board was unanimous in support of this.  

 

TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLES 

Mr. Haddad said that there was four articles on the warrant brought forward by the Planning Board adding that 

the Planning Board was unanimous in its recommendation of them.  He said that the Planning Board planned 

to make an amendment under Article 14 adding what they had proposed was too restrictive. Mr. Schulman 

asked if the people that argued against the proposed changes were happy with the latest revisions. Ms. Eliot 

said that she was not happy with the changes being proposed in the amendment.  She said that she was going to 

ask them to withdraw the article until the spring. She said that the changed were made last minute and didn’t 

provide the public time to comment. Ms. Eliot added that flexible development was very important to the 

Town.  

 

The Board was unanimously against supporting article 14.  The Board was unanimous in its support of article 

11, article 12 and article 13.  

 

Mr. Petropoulos informed the Board that the Main Street Café was being sold and was closing on Friday. He 

said that he had found it to be an amazingly positive place that brought life to the downtown area during the 

nights.  He said that he would like to do a proclamation this coming Friday night at their going away party but 

was worried about dedicating a day to a local business.  Ms. Eliot said that she had concerns about this. Mr. 

Petropoulos said that this was why he was going to suggest that they do it for the person, not the business.  Ms. 

Eliot thought there were other outstanding aspects that they don’t recognize. Mr. Degen said that he didn’t see 

anything wrong with it adding there was a first time for everything.  Mr. Cunningham said that he understood 

the concerns but thought this was okay.   

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Mr. Haddad said that they had already accomplished some of their goals adding that one goal completed was 

the Open Meeting Law training.  Mr. Petropoulos said that he and Mr. Haddad met with Attorney Lauren 

Goldberg the other day.  He said that they talked about how the road leading up to the training was rocky but 

that their appreciation of the Open Meeting Law had come a long way.  Mr. Petropoulos said that the objective 

was to complete the work and thought they had done so.  Mr. Cunningham said that they can say the charter 

work is ongoing.  Mr. Schulman said that there had been a discussion of whether it was the Charter 

Committee’s job to make a recommendation to Town Meeting or just report back.  Mr. Haddad said that Town 

Counsel said it was all of the above. Mr. Petropoulos said that they could extend this goal until next year.  

 

The Board decided that goal I.E had been completed. Goal I.F – Mr. Petropoulos said he didn’t feel as though 

this had met their benchmark. Mr. Petropoulos said that he had approached the two private schools about doing 

a baseline study and had no takers. Mr. Haddad said that he could work with the Chair to see if they could 

come up with a benchmark that might be easier to reach. Goals I.G and I.H had also been completed.  

 

Mr. Haddad asked if there were any other government goals the board wanted to address in the ensuing year.  

Mr. Degen suggested adding a goal stating the Board would continue to work better together adding they 

should continue to have periodic meetings where they talk about things like their meeting a Legion Hall. Mr. 

Degen said that he would also like to see them work more toward regionalization for bulk purchasing of items 
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like fertilizer, copier paper, supplies, etc. He said that he was happy to work with the Town Manager on it. 

They decided this should be moved under Budget and Finance.  Mr. Petropoulos suggested adding a goal to 

establish a specific relationship with non-profits and their integration with the Town.  

 

II. A – Mr. Haddad said that they could cross off the sale of the Tarbell School but suggested that leave the 

Prescott School on there until the Committee was done with their research.  II.B – Mr. Haddad said that they 

had come up with parking solutions.  Mr. Schulman said that he would agree. They should leave it a little 

longer. Mr. Haddad said he would clean it up and bring it back for consideration. Goal II.C – The Board 

decided to change the wording to say that the Committee is in stasis and that they would continue to monitor 

the ongoing FERC process. Goal II.D – Ms. Eliot said that she wanted to keep this as a goal.  Mr. Degen 

agreed. Goal II.E – the Board said this had been completed. Goal III.A – Mr. Haddad suggested leaving this as 

a goal adding it was a good annual goal.  Ms. Eliot suggested adding under general government a goal about 

the regional agreement.  Mr. Haddad suggested adding a goal that find ways to fund the school budget without 

having to always cut the municipal budget.  Goal III.B – Mr. Haddad said that he thought this goal needed to 

be cleaned up. Goals III.C and III.D had been completed.   

 

Goal IV.A – Ms. Eliot asked how much money had been invested in 134 Main Street. Mr. Degen said they 

invested $412,000 of CPC funds. Mr. Degen said that market rates units were selling above pro-forma 

numbers.  Mr. Schulman said that the problem they were having was finding people to occupy the affordable 

units adding that Ms. Stanley had been working really hard to market these units.  He said that the parameters 

for meeting the requirements was stringent and something DHCD had to work on. Mr. Haddad said that he 

would clean up the measureable benchmark on this goal.  Mr. Petropoulos wondered if they should reassess 

their objectives for affordable housing adding because they had housing they couldn’t fill. Mr. Schulman said 

that they were between a rock and a hard place with a 40B plan. Ms. Eliot said that they have an affordable 

housing plan. Mr. Petropoulos said that he would like to see some strategy that acknowledges the difficulty in 

selling our affordable housing. Ms. Collette said that more than 50% of the town’s affordable units weren’t 

created through 40B adding that there is a need for rental units and short term housing. It was suggested that 

Ms. Stanley come in and provide the Board with an update.  Mr. Cunningham said that the requirements were 

imposed on them by DHCD adding he was not sure what they can do. Mr. Petropoulos said that in terms of an 

objective it would give them a report and an understanding of their ability to construct and fill the need for 

housing.   

 

TOWN MEETING 

Mr. Haddad said that he wanted to discuss the article on mosquito control by asking the Board to reconsider 

their position due to budgetary constraints. Mr. Cunningham said that in light of budget concerns he would 

change his position and not recommend this article. Mr. Degen suggested that they let the voters decide adding 

he recommended that the money be spent on mosquito control.  Ms. Eliot said that she was against the article.  

Mr. Schulman said that there were health aspects and luxury aspects to it adding that if people wanted to pay 

for a luxury then so be it. He said that he was opposed to it.  The Board was 4-1-0 in opposition of this article.  

 

The Board returned to the discussion on the Prescott School.  Mr. Petropoulos asked if there was a value in 

doing an ADA assessment.  Mr. Platt said that it was more than just an ADA assessment; it was a chapter 34 

review which would provide them with other insight into commercial code requirements and what needed to 

be done to make the building habitable. He said that he had met with Mr. Haddad and Mr. Cataldo who said 

they needed to have a chapter 34 review done to see what the requirements were.  He said that it needed to be 

done by someone with a construction control license adding it was the prudent thing to do.  The Board was 5-0 

in support of this request which would be done as an amendment on the floor of town meeting.  
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Mr. Degen moved to adjourn to Town Meeting at 6:50pm. Mr. Schulman seconded the motion.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

 

Approved:  _____________________________  _________________________________ 

           Stuart Schulman, Clerk    respectfully submitted,         

       Dawn Dunbar, Executive Assistant 

 

Date Approved: 11/30/15 

 

   


