Groton Recycling Committee Minutes of Meeting on March 12, 2026 @ 7 p.m. 
Town Hall Copy Room
Attendees:
Tessa
Jamie
Bart
Nancy
Brian (around)
Guests:
Sarah from MassToss
Taylor from Black Earth CHaRM

Motion to accept previous minutes pass unanimously 

Items:
- parks and rec requiring use if compostable products, pending question, Brian to follow up w/ town

- Taylor from Black Earth - presents on hard to recycle - reverse Amazon - offering pickup of recyclable materials - discussion on where materials go

- Tessa question on food oil - oil can be left at Black Earth Compost bins at TS - Black Earth can accept food oils, restaurants with large quantities may find more enthusiastic takers from rendering companies or bio diesel community.

- committee is exploring best practices for  town reuse program. "swap shed" - container from wish project can be repurposed. Rules for what can and cannot be dropped off - how will this be managed / policed can be adapted from towns Tessa identified in December 2025 minutes.

### Grant funds have to be dispersed by June 30th, invoices must be submitted by June 30th, 2026 ###

- TS maintenance items - shadowboxes are in wrong bays, Jamie will assist. One shadowbox per day could be moved by Jamie and TS staff

paper cups are now recycled in Massachusetts state-wide programs.

New shadowbox may be needed for paper bay
 
- Nancy: school group being organized, food collection and composting club, nonprofit offered funding, Mr Kiley, asst principal, will be staff advisor, runs 'always forward' nonprofit that can fund program, Bart to meet with student group on upcoming weekday

- MassToss ordering compost bins/food scrap buckets for residents and transfer stations. Recycling Committee can use at least 50 buckets.
8.95 per bucket at 25 each or
7.95 per bucket at 50 each -400 dollars
6.95 per bucket at 200 each

- Taylor's contact CHaRM@blackearthcompost.com

- action items for 2026:
Video updates
Shadowbox updates
Cooking oil advice

Bart Yeager submitted minutes

