
GROTON RECYCLING COMMITTEE  

Meeting Minutes, Thursday, December 12, 2019 7:00 pm 

Town Hall Small Meeting room, 1st floor 
 

Attendance Diana Keaney, Val Prest, Jamie King, Nancy Ohringer, and Tessa David 
 

Meeting was opened at 7:10 
 

Welcome 

Minutes from 11/14/19 meeting were reviewed. Motion was made to accept as presented and were unanimously 

accepted. 

Update: Black Earth Compost-Groton Food Waste Collection. Tom said he’s still working on it. After DPW 

construction is completed improvements to proposed compost area can be made to facilitate traffic as needed. 
 

Brainstorm Reduction Techniques:  

• Glass, Val distributed material on possible uses for crushed glass. Buyers for glass. Nancy 

recommended that we revisit glass down the road. 

• Tessa noted that Keith said he wants to separate #5 because he gets more money. 

• If we purchase reusable bags we can put logo on bag as used on pens at GrotonFest. 

• How can we remember to take reusable bags into stores?  

o Write on grocery list, stamp remember bag, grocery pad “remember your reusable bags”  

o Buy A frame to remember your bags 

o Refuse, don’t accept bags. 

• Single-use item reduction 

o Diana recommended sending out single use ideas to public via the paper, website and various 

publicity outlet. 
 

Single-use item reduction was discussed and how to educate the community around this issue.  

• Single use water bottles – Jamie will locate video of Chronicle show, which highlighted Concord Mass 

ban on sale of single size water bottles and installation of water fill stations, and will email the link to the 

committee 

• Potentially work with Groton restaurants to dissuade automatic straw distribution and/or use of hay or 

paper straws. 

• Articles in the Herald and Nashoba Valley Voice with tips on how to reduce use of single-use items (i.e. 

Say no to Straws; Waste free Halloween; return hangers to dry cleaners) 

• Diana took a picture at local dry cleaners to show rows of hangers with plastic bags to show 

juxtaposition against African country’s reusable bags to post on Facebook 

• 2nd hand markets (buy more high-quality items which will last longer for 1st time buyer and be in 2nd 

hand market longer) 

• Add some of the above information to the Transfer Station website. 

 

Action items 

• Tessa Still waiting for PDF descriptions to be posted to go along with videos on Transfer Station part of 

town website 

• Val action item check with Keith and Tom on meeting/support for Transfer Station 
 

Future items 

• Field trip to other transfer station(s) 

• Set up volunteer rotations to help assist Transfer Station users with better recycling 

• Update on School Recycling 

• Brainstorm Clean Recycling Practices, RecycleSmartMa.org 

Meeting adjourned: 8:35 
 

Next meeting: January 9, 2020 7:00 p.m. 
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