




TOWN OF GROTON PLANNING BOARD
June 11, 2026
Meeting Minutes
Meeting Held via Zoom


A regular meeting of the Planning Board was held on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held remotely via Zoom.
	
Members Participating:	Mr. George Barringer, Board Member
Via Zoom:			Mr. Russell Burke, Board Member
	Mr. Paul Hathaway, Vice Chair
	Mr. Matthew Killam, Board Member				

Not Present:		Ms. Lorayne Black, Chair
				Mr. David Bonnett, Board Member
				Mr. Phil Francisco, Board Member

Also Present:		Mr. Takashi Tada, Land Use Director/Town Planner

Mr. Hathaway stated that the meeting was being held via Zoom and, as such, all votes would be taken by roll call.  He also stated that the Groton Channel was recording the meeting.  The Planning Board members in attendance introduced themselves.

Public Hearing (Continuation) – Application for Site Plan Modification, Used Car Dealership, 14 Town Line Road, Assessors Map 203, Parcel 34 (Aline Gomes de Morais)

Mr. Hathaway stated that the landowners were Chad & Laura Falardeau, and that the request was to modify the site plan to expand the parking area to accommodate additional used-car inventory.  He also said that the Zoning Board of Appeals heard the Special Permit hearing on May 27, 2026.  Ms. Aline Gomes de Morais, the applicant/business owner, was also present.

Mr. Hathaway commented that the Planning Board conducted a site walk of the property on June 1, 2026.  

Mr. Hathaway also stated they had received MassDOT stormwater information and drainage photos from abutter Barbara Haywood, 5 Main Street, Townsend, MA.

Mr. Barringer asked if the applicant had moved forward with getting advice from an outside engineering firm.  Ms. Gomes replied that she had reached out to an engineer from Dillis & Roy Civil Design Group for a cost estimate to prepare a site plan.  The cost estimate is approximately $7,000 dollars.  The engineer’s first concern was to know if there were any wetlands on the site.

Mr. Falardeau explained that Dillis & Roy had previously done work on a neighboring property and verified that there were no wetlands nearby.  He said there is a stormwater pipe under the road that drains to the wetlands behind his home and business on the south side of the road.

Mr. Barringer made note that it was the owner’s responsibility to keep water on their property and not increase the flow onto adjacent properties.

Mr. Falardeau said it is his intention to improve the property, with no adverse impacts to the abutters.  He lives and works across the street and he wants to be a good neighbor.

Mr. Hathaway and Mr. Killam were both of the opinion that there needed to be an engineered plan for the Town to review, to provide a sound technical basis for the applicants’ good intentions.

MOTION:  Mr. Burke moved to continue the public hearing until June 25, 2026, while the applicant prepares a more detailed plan and project description.  Mr. Barringer seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:

Yea:  	Mr. Burke, Mr. Barringer, Mr. Killam, and Mr. Hathaway		4
	
Nay:									0

MOTION CARRIED:  4 – 0 – 0.

Discussion – Planning Board Organization and Appointments

Mr. Tada explained that this was discussed at a previous meeting, on May 28, 2026, and there were no changes to the current roster.

Project Updates

· Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – No updates.
· Gratuity Brook Farm Estates – No updates.
· Groton Hill Music Center – No updates.
· Hayes Woods Lane – No updates.
· Heritage Landing – No updates.
· Nashoba SEF – No updates.
· Rocky Hill (Oriole Drive) – No updates.

· Kilbourn Place, 240 Main Street – Awaiting landscaping suggestions from Lorayne Black prior to sending letter.

· Village at Shepley Hill – No updates.

Committee Updates

· Complete Streets Committee

· Should have final design plans and construction cost estimate from Nitsch Engineering the following week.

· Destination Groton Committee attended a Complete Streets Committee meeting requesting a letter of support for a grant application from the state to improve infrastructure downtown.  A letter of support was granted.

· Community Preservation Committee – No updates

· Conductorlab Oversight Committee – No updates.

· ZBA Updates

· Public Hearings scheduled on July 1, 2026.
· Cell Tower at GDRHS, 703 Chicopee Row – Variance for tower setback from existing buildings and slopes.
· 162 Common Street – Variance for relief from the frontage requirement for corner lots.

· Sign Committee
· Application received for INSCO Corporation, 412 Main Street, updated signage:  date of Sign Committee meeting – TBD.

General Business
· Approval of Minutes from February 12, 2026

MOTION:  Mr. Barringer made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 12, 2026, meeting, as presented.  Mr. Hathaway seconded the motion.
A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:

Yay:  	Mr. Burke, Mr. Barringer, Mr. Killam, and Mr. Hathaway		4

Nay:									0

MOTION CARRIED:  4 – 0 – 0.

· Approval of Minutes from February 26, 2026

MOTION:	Mr. Barringer made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 26, 2026, meeting, as presented.  Mr. Burke seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:

Yay:  	Mr. Burke, Mr. Barringer, Mr. Killam, and Mr. Hathaway		4

Nay:									0

MOTION CARRIED:  4 – 0 – 0.

Planning Board Meeting Schedule

· June 25, 2026 (Via Zoom)
· July 9, 2026
· July 23, 2026

Adjournment

MOTION:  At approximately 7:48 p.m., Mr. Barringer made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Burke seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:

Yay:  	Mr. Burke, Mr. Barringer, Mr. Killam, and Mr. Hathaway		4

Nay:									0


MOTION CARRIED:  4 – 0 – 0.

Respectfully submitted:  


Trish Gedziun 
Recording Secretary

Approved 8/27/2026
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