



TOWN OF GROTON PLANNING BOARD
February 12, 2026
Meeting Minutes

A regular meeting of the Planning Board was held on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
	
Member’s Present: 	Ms. Lorayne Black, Chair 
	Mr. Paul Hathaway, Vice-Chair
	Mr. Phil Francisco, Board Member
	Mr. George Barringer, Board Member
				Mr. Matthew Killam, Board Member
	Mr. David Bonnett, Board Member

Participating via Zoom:	Mr. George Barringer, Board Member
		
Not Present:	Mr. Russell Burke, Board Member
							
Also Present:		Mr. Takashi Tada, Land Use Director/Town Planner

Ms. Black stated that the meeting was being recorded and broadcast on the Groton Channel.  She also stated that, as Mr. Barringer was participating via Zoom, all votes would be taken by roll call.

Discussion – Approval Not Required (ANR) Plan, 194 & 204 Sand Hill Road, Assessors’ Map 226, Parcels 2.1 & 2.2

Mr. Jeff Hannaford of Norse Design Services was present along with the applicant, Mr. Brad Bobzien.  

Mr. Hannaford explained that the applicant wanted to make an even 2,000-square-foot land swap, noting that there would be no changes to the frontage.  He also noted that both parties were amenable to the swap.

MOTION:  Mr. Barringer made a motion to endorse the ANR Plan for the land swap between 194 and 204 Sand Hill Road, Assessors’ Map 226, Parcels 2.1 & 2.2.  Mr. Hathaway seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:
Yea:	Mr. Bonnett, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Killam,				6
	Mr. Barringer, Mr. Hathaway, & Ms. Black
Nay:										0
MOTION CARRIED:  6 – 0 – 0.

Discussion – Potential Amendments to Zoning Bylaw and Planning Board Regulations

· Clarify the appeal process for Site Plan Review:

· As recommended by Brian Falk, Town Counsel: A technical amendment to the Site Plan Review section to be considered at the Spring Town Meeting clarifying that the Site Plan decisions must be appealed pursuant to M.G.L. c. 40A, Section 17.

· The Warrant for Spring Town meeting closed on February 19, 2026.

· Spring Town Meeting date is Saturday, May 2, 2026

· Update the project review fee for Shared Driveway Special Permit

Project Updates
· Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
· The ADU tally will be added to the annual report
· Gratuity Brook Farm Estates
· Groton Hill Music Center
· Hayes Woods Lane
· Heritage Landing

· Nashoba SEF
· To appear on the Sign Committee’s agenda for signage proposal (date TBD)

· Rocky Hill (Oriole Drive)
· Preparation of the As-Built Plan is underway.

· Kilbourn Place, 240 Mian Street – Noise Mitigation
· Noise mitigation work to be done in the spring.

· Village at Shepley Hill
· Discussion of bond release and boundary monumentation requirements (waiver request) continued to 2/26/26.

Committee Updates

· Complete Streets Committee

Mr. Tada commented that the committee met on February 8, 2026, and discussed that Nitsch Engineering's survey work for the sidewalk projects was on hold due to the snow.
  
· Community Preservation Committee

The final application deadline for FY27 is February 11, 2026.
· Conductorlab Oversight Committee – There were no updates.

· ZBA Updates – There were no new updates.

· Sign Committee
· 797 Boston Road – application for Real Estate Signs (date TBD)

· Historic Districts Commission Update
· Public Informational meeting regarding:  Expansion of the Historic Districts.
· Meeting Date:  February 24, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Senior Center.

General Business

· Meeting Minutes – August 28, 2025

MOTION:   Mr. Hathaway made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 28, 2025, meeting, as presented.  Mr. Barringer seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:
Yea:	Mr. Bonnett, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Killam,				6
	Mr. Barringer, Mr. Hathaway, & Ms. Black
Nay:										0
MOTION CARRIED:  6 – 0 – 0.

Planning Board Meeting Schedule

· February 26, 2026
· April 2, 2026 - Tentative
· April 16, 2026 - Tentative
· April 30, 2026 - Tentative
· May 2, 2026 – Spring Town Meeting

Adjournment

MOTION:  At approximately 7:45 p.m., Mr. Hathaway made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Francisco seconded the motion.
A roll call vote was taken, which resulted as follows:

Yea:	Mr. Bonnett, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Killam,				6
	Mr. Barringer, Mr. Hathaway, & Ms. Black
Nay:										0
MOTION CARRIED:  6 – 0 – 0.

Respectfully submitted:  
Trish Gedziun 
Recording Secretary

Approved 6/11/2026
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