PLANNING BOARD
APRIL 26, 2012
MINUTES

Chairman Burke called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall
Members present:  Burke, Barringer, Capes and Parent
Members absent: Giger, Perkins and Wilson

PUBLIC HEAIRNG — SPRINT SPECTRUM, 149 LOWELL ROAD

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40A, Sections 9 and 11, the Groton Planning Board
held a public hearing on April 26, 2012 in the Town Hall to consider the application submitted
by Sprint Spectrum, LP, to modify Special Permit 2002-05 by replacing the six (6) existing
antennas with three (3) new antennas at the same height on the tower, installing six (6) remote
radio heads, replacing the existing GPS antenna with a new GPS antenna, and by modifying
ground equipment by replacing two (2) existing cabinets with (2) BBU cabinets and installing
one (1) Multimode BTS cabinet and one (1) new fiber distribution box. The proposed
modification is shown on the plan entitled, “Sprint Vision, Site Number BS54XC139, Site Name:
Gibbet Hill; Site Address: 149 Lowell Road, Groton, MA 01450,” prepared by Salient Architects,
LLC, and Alcatel Lucent, dated October 25, 2011. The modification of the special permit is
subject to the provisions of Code of the Town of Groton Section 218-25.1 Personal Wireless
Services Facility. The existing tower is located on land owned by Cell Tower Lease Acquisition,
Assessors Map 224, Parcel 49-1, at 149 Lowell Road.

Chairman Burke called the hearing to order. Clerk Parent read the notice posted with the Town
Clerk on April 3, 2012 and published in the April 6 & 13, 2012 issues of The Groton Herald.
Peter Lamontagne of Centerline Communications represented Sprint at the public hearing.

There were only four members present, and five members must vote in the affirmative to grant
a special permit in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40A, section 9. The Board voted
unanimously to continue the public hearing on May 3, 2012 at 7:30 PM.

ANR PLAN — LAWRENCE HOMESTEAD TRUST, FARMERS ROW

The Board considered the Approval Not Required Plan (ANR) submitted by the Town of Groton
and the Lawrence Homestead Trust to create four lots on Farmers Row. The Town will
purchase Lot 4 for the Center Fire Station if the purchase is approved by Town Meeting.

The Board discussed the plan with Town Manager Mark Haddad and Building Committee
Chairman Jack Petropoulos at its meeting on April 19, 2012.

The motion was made by Barringer, seconded by Parent, to endorse as Approval Not Required
the plan entitled, “Approval Not Required Plan — Lawrence Homestead Trust, Farmers Row,
Groton, MA,” prepared by Gale Associates and Romanelli Associates, Inc., dated April 24, 2012.
The motion passed unanimously.
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TOWN MEETING ARTICLES
The Board discussed Town Meeting warrant articles and the Planning Board’s reports.

Article 22 Comprehensive Master Plan — The Board will wait until its meeting on April 30, 2012
to vote on adopting the Comprehensive Master Plan when all members are in attendance and
able to vote.

The motion was made by Barringer, seconded by Parent, that the Board recommend that Town
Meeting endorse the Comprehensive Master Plan. The motion passed unanimously. Chairman
Burke will present the Planning Board’s report with a power point presentation.

PUBLIC HEARING — COACH HOUSE SEAFOOD GRILL SITE PLAN REVIEW
There were only four members present, and five members must vote in the affirmative to grant
a special permit in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40A, section 9. The Board voted
unanimously to continue the public hearing on May 3, 2012 at 8:00 PM.

MRPC WALKABILITY FORUM
The Board received the notes from the MRPC on the Walkability Forum held on April 21, 2012.
The Board will submit its comments, if any, to the MRPC.

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION

Scott Harker informed the Board that he attended a Sustainability Commission meeting to
discuss the meaning of sustainability. He said more residents should become actively involved
in the Commission’s work and discussion about sustainability.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Chairman Burke said the Economic Development Committee is reviewing several permitting
guidebooks from other communities including Belmont, Burlington, and Lexington. He said he
and Town Planner Michelle Collette will work with the Economic Development Committee to
prepare a similar guide for Groton.

Chairman Burke said he attended a Downtown initiative Forum sponsored by the Department
of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) was very impressed by guest speaker
Christine Moynihan of Retail Visioning. He asked the Board if it would be willing to co-sponsor
an event with the Groton Board of Trade and invite Ms. Moynihan to speak. The Board agreed
and will pay its half of the cost from the consulting line item.

TOWN MEETING ARTICLES (continued)

Article 15 Conservation Fund — Bruce Easom of the Conservation Commission met with the
Board and asked for its support of the article to appropriate $150,000 from the Community
Preservation fund to the Conservation Fund. Mr. Easom said there is $648,000 in the fund
today. He provided a detailed summary of how the Conservation Fund has been used over the
years to protect significant properties such as Surrenden Farm and Gibbet Hill.
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The motion was made by Barringer, seconded by Parent, to support Article 15 at the Spring
Town Meeting. Member Barringer will present the Board'’s report.

Articles 12 & 13 Center Fire Station— Member Parent will present the Planning Board’s report
supporting Articles 12 & 13 (as voted on April 19, 2012).

Article 23 Zoning Amendment — The motion was made by Barringer, seconded by Parent, to
recommend that the Town Meeting vote to adopt the zoning amendment to provide definition
and clarification of “floor area.” The motion passed unanimously. Member Barringer will
present the Planning Board’s report.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Collette
Land Use Director/Town Planner



