GROTON PLANNING BOARD
JUNE 5, 2008
MINUTES

Chairman Barringer called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM in the Town Hall
Members present: Barringer, Capes, Giger, Hess, Perkins, and Wilson

MILL RUN PLAZA — GROTON WELLNESS CENTER

(Members Capes and Wil son stepped down and did not participate.)

Dr. Robert Evans met with the Board to discuss his proposed renovations to Units A, B. C & D
at 493 Main Street, Mill Run Plaza. Dr. Evans described the proposed mixed use business
including medical offices, education programs and a bistro for clients.

The Board received a letter dated June 5, 2008 from the Sewer Commissioneragesgaver
capacity to serve the proposed use.

The Board determined that 28 parking spaces are available based upon thetéetta@pdib,
2007 to the Building Inspector and that 31 spaces are required in Section 218-23 ifexhlcula
based upon one space per 180 SF for the total of 5598 square feet of gross floor area.

Member Perkins noted that the letter dated April 5, 2007 reassigned parkingfep&tsss B,
C and D. The proposed addition of the bistro is not a significant change of use.

Member Giger suggested putting stipulations in the approval including that the foice san
ancillary use and, therefore, only during normal business hours, and that the parking
requirements were calculated on the basis that there would be no restauesseatiyly indoors
or outdoors.

Member Hess said he did not agree with the suggested conditions because moresparking
available during off peak hours. He asked what the difference is betweenamissiyle seating
and a waiting area. Member Giger responded that he is very concerned thstroheoleis not
become a “take out” restaurant.

Chairman Barringer said Dr. Evans indicated that the food service isdotsctinly. There will
be no advertising for a restaurant, café or take out. Dr. Evans agreed.

Member Giger asked about advertising on the web site. Dr. Evans said the fooel seryibe
mentioned on the web site.

The motion was made by Perkins to send a letter to the Buildingpdits stating that the
proposed Groton Wellness Center to be located at Mill Run Plazts 488A-D, is consistent
with the Site Plan Review Modification dated April 5, 2007, provided thatkitchen area
(bistro) is exclusively for the use of the center’s cliengald is in compliance with the attached
letter dated June 5, 2008 from the Sewer Commissidre motion was seconded and passed
with Barringer, Hess, and Perkinsin favor; Giger opposed.
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INTERVIEW TO FILL PLANNING BOARD VACANCY

The Planning Board interviewed Russell Burke who expressed aasinterfilling the vacancy
on the Planning Board created by the resignation of Anna Eliot. BMke is certified by the
American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) and is prdgeht Director of Planning at the
BSC Group. Mr. Burke stated that he has been a planner since 1977 heShaeworked in the
public and private sectors, he understands the perspective from botbfdidedable. He said
he moved to Groton from Arlington two years ago and would like to be mxdiee in the

community.

Board members said they were impressed with Mr. Burke’'s oquaidns and thanked Mr.
Burke for volunteering to serve on the Board. Chairman Barringelaieed the process
including the joint meeting with the Board of Selectmen on Monday, 9uriZ)08. The
Selectmen and remaining members of the Planning Board will arotilling the vacancy in
accordance with Chapter 41, 811.

DESIGN GUIDELINES — PETER FLINKER OF DODSON ASSOCIATES

The Board met with Peter Flinker of Dodson Associates to rethewprogress on the Town-
wide Design Guidelines. Phase | of the project was completddyn2006. Phases Il & IIl are
underway, but not yet completed. The Board signed a contract with Déddsmtiates in
February 2007 for $5000 for Phase Il. To date, the Board has paid Dodson Associates $2500.

Mr. Flinker submitted a draft document dated June 5, 2008 for the Boakdksv. Member
Giger noted that the Town-wide Design Guidelines apply onlytoneercial development and
not to residential development. The Board agreed.

ACADEMY HILL DRAINAGE

The Planning Board reviewed information submitted by Beals Asssci Nitsch Engineering
and Highway Surveyor Robert T. Delaney. The motion was made lspMWthat the developer
must remedy the stormwater problems at the Academy Hill s@balivby taking the following
measures:

1. The developer shall finish construction of Fieldstone Drive from @t&di+00 to 5+00
including construction of beams and stabilization of the road shoulders.

2. The work must be completed no later than August 31, 2008.

3. Installation of the double catch basin will be deferred unlesslitjevay Surveyor and
Nitsch Engineering determine that it is necessary.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
FALL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

The Board discussed possible warrant articles to be presenteel Ball Town Meeting. The
Board will work on the following proposed by-law amendments:
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Sign By-law — The Planning Board will work with the Sign Committee to propose an
amendment to incorporate Chapter 196 as a section of the Zoning Bathexr than the general
by-laws. The Board will meet with the Sign Committee in July.

Street Addressing By-law —The Planning Board will work with the IT Committee and Public
Safety Officials to amend Chapter 119 Buildings (Numberingom$tandardize the assigning of
numbers for buildings and units.

Wind Towers — The Planning Board will work with Town Counsel to develop a by-law
regulating wind towers.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING — MASSACHUSETTS & NEW HAMPSHI RE

The Planning Board discussed the proposed Memorandum of Understanding btteieen
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the State of New Hampsidr&€&atain Municipalities)
Regarding Watershed and Drinking Water Source Protection withén Nissitissit and
Squannacook River Watersheds (Sub-Basins) presented by Mark Archaofbdnd Nashua
River Watershed Association on May 22, 2008.

Mr. Archambault will be presenting the MOU to the Board of Seilea at its meeting on June
9, 2008. It is not clear whether the Selectmen have the authoexgtote the agreement or if a
Town Meeting vote is required. The motion was made by Perkingetougf to $1500 from the
Planning Board’s FY2008 legal budget for Town Counsel to reviewetpa pprocess required
for the Selectmen to execute the Memorandum of Understandihg.motion was seconded
and passed unanimousdly.

CHAPTER 43D COMMITTEES

The motion was made by Perkins to send thank you letters signéae b§hairman of the
Planning Board and the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen to mbens who served on the
Chapter 43D Committees he motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Collette
Town Planner



