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Blanding’s Turtle Hatchling: Photo: David Seburn 

Photo: Jessica Piispanen 

What to do if a Blanding’s Turtle is 
Identified: 

1) Halt construction, clearing, and site 
disturbing activities 

2) Take photographs and note the location 
within the project area 

3) Leave individual where found and 
allow the turtle to make its way out of 
the project area if it is safe to do so 

4) If turtle is located within harms way or 
immediate danger, the individual 
should be moved and released in the 
direction it was traveling 

a. If contact with turtle has been 
made, immediately wash hands 

5) Notify Trileaf: K.Ampuero@trileaf.com 

To Properly pick up a turtle: Approach the 
animal from behind and firmly grasp the shell 

in the center of the body like a hamburger 

 

*Photo represents how to properly handle a turtle 
and is not a representative of the species 

 

Mitigation Requirements:  

• Prior to the start of construction, crews 
will receive a briefing on the Blanding’s 
Turtle  

• Crew members of the project will 
receive a species handout which 
includes photos of the species and 
instructions on what to do if the species 
is encountered 

• Construction crews will be required to 
check the Site for individuals 
(Blanding’s Turtles) prior to disturbance 
and vegetation clearing, during digging 
and drilling, and periodically 
throughout the duration of 
construction. 
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Photo: MassWildlife 

Photo: Wisconsin DNR 
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Habitat:  

• Semi-terrestrial living in and around 
freshwater streams, brooks, rivers, and 
creeks within hardwood forests 

• Utilize terrestrial habitats for laying 
eggs 

• Forages within shallow, slow-moving 
waters  

• Can travel up to a mile or more in 
search of suitable habitat/foraging 
grounds 

 

 

Reproduction: 

• Egg laying occurs between June and 
July with hatchlings emerging in late 
August and September 

• Females will lay one clutch of eggs per 
year in a burrow  

• Upland nesting locations can range 
from open, sandy areas to areas that 
are grassy or brushy  

 

 

Wood Turtle Identification:  

• Medium sized (5 – 11” adult shell 
length) semi-terrestrial turtles 

• Yellow coloration on throat and 
forelegs 

• Dark grey speckled/spotted domed 
carapace (top shell)  

• Yellow under shell (plastron) with 
brown or black blotches at the outer 
corner of each scale (scute) 

• Males are larger and have longer and 
thicker tails and a slightly concave 
plastron 

• Females and juveniles have a streaked 
upper lip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References:  

• https://www.blandingsturtle.org/ 
• MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage & 

Endangered Species program 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) 
• Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources 
o https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/n

atural_resources/animals/repti
les_amphibians/turtles/blandi
ngs_turtle/factsheet.pdf 

 
• Briggs, K. Blanding’s Turtle. The 

Orianne Society.  
o https://www.oriannesociety.or

g/priority-species/blandings-
turtle/?v=f69b47f43ce4 

 

Photo: The Orianne Society - Kiley Briggs 

Photo: Courtney Celley/USFWS 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/animals/reptiles_amphibians/turtles/blandings_turtle/factsheet.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/animals/reptiles_amphibians/turtles/blandings_turtle/factsheet.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/animals/reptiles_amphibians/turtles/blandings_turtle/factsheet.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/animals/reptiles_amphibians/turtles/blandings_turtle/factsheet.pdf

