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TOWN OF GROTON
Park Commission
Town Hall
1st Floor Meeting Room

Date:  				Monday October 27, 2025
Time:  				5:00 PM
Location:  				1st Floor Meeting Room

Members Present:  	Rob Foley, Anna Eliot, Mary Jennings, Mark Presti, Jeffrey Ohringer
Others Present:	Laura Fisher, Judy Anderson
	
Call to Order:   5:02 p.m.
Mary Jennings chair, called the meeting. 
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Public Comments – 
None

Chair Report – 
Nothing new to report.

CPC Rep – 
Commissioner Foley reported that the CPC budget estimates and various submitted projects are totaling around $6.2 million, with a deadline for draft proposals set for November 19th and final proposals due February 11th.

DPW Update – 
Chair Jennings gave an update on Brian’s behalf, stating that he has been working closely with the Nashoba Tech with the completion of the shed at Cutler Field. She mentioned that all that is left to complete are the roof and doors.

Financial Report –
Administrative Assistant Fisher gave an updated financial report, mentioning that there is only $26,570 left in our expenses account. The permitting season is coming to an end so this will roll over to the April season. Portable restrooms were suggested to be removed by the end of November in order to conserve money during the winter seasons. Admin Assistant Fisher also suggested either removing fertilization of common Park properties or rotating which ones to do to save money. This could save $1137 per application. 

Old/New Business

Needs Assessment of Properties –
Commissioners Mark Presti and Anna Eliot summarized the previous Cow Pond working group meeting focused on a project involving a $4 million estimate for engineering and construction, which was clarified to be a range rather than a specific number. Town Meeting approved additional funds for engineering, and discussions highlighted the importance of phasing the project over 10 years. A discussion on field design changes, including removing elevation changes and creating a flat playing surface. They addressed concerns about lacrosse field placement and potential conflicts with other sports. Megan from Activitas is conducting design work based on user group input, but final decisions have not been made. Commissioner Presti and Eliot will be keeping the commission more informed on the working group meetings going forward.

The Commissioners discussed the needs assessment of 17 town properties, with each Commissioner giving reports on their respective liaison properties on what needs to be addressed. The Commissioners then rated 1-4 on what needed the most attention for improvements.

Budget Discussion –
Chair Jennings requested DPW director Brian Callahan to get a sign for Cutler Field for clarity where the field is located. The sign would cost approximately $200. Commissioner Foley recommended a replacement fence for the Basketball court at Cutler Field. 

For future meetings; Chair Jennings asked Commissioner Presti to get information on irrigation for Town Field and for Commissioner Eliot to get an estimated cost for fixing the fence at Cutler Field. GD Youth Baseball was having some issues getting alternative fields with Town Field not being an option next season, Commissioners would like to assist in helping find fields for use.

Schedule Next Meeting and Adjourn- Monday, November 10, 2025 5:00pm

___________________________________________________________________________________
Rob Foley moved to adjourn at 6:53 pm, Mark Presti seconded. The motion carried unanimously


Minutes by Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant.
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