[image: Town Seal] PARK COMMISSION
Mary Jennings, Chair
Anna Eliot, Vice-Chair
Mark Presti, Clerk
Rob Foley, CPC Representative
Jeffrey Ohringer, Member

TOWN OF GROTON
Park Commission
Town Hall
1st Floor Meeting Room

Date:  				Monday October 6, 2025
Time:  				4:30 PM
Location:  				1st Floor Meeting Room

Members Present:  	Rob Foley, Anna Eliot, Mary Jennings, Mark Presti
Members Not Present:		Jeffrey Ohringer
Others Present:	Laura Fisher, Mark Haddad, Brian Callahan, Kara Cruikshank, Megan Buczynski, Peter Cunningham, Mike Johnson, Joshua Pollock, Brenden Mahoney, David Pitkin, Don Barry
	

Call to Order:   4:30 p.m.
Mary Jennings chair, called the meeting. 
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Public Comments – 
None

Reports –

Annual Goal Subcommittee Cow Pond Brook Working Group – Project Update: Megan Buczynski & Mark Haddad 
The Town Manager, Mark Haddad and Activitas Engineer, Megan Buczynski gave an updated presentation on the Progress of the Cow Pond Brook Project. The town received a $1 million 2025 Land and Water Conservation Fund grant for the Cow Pond Brook project, which must be completed by December 27th. The Community Preservation Committee gave preliminary approval for an out-of-cycle application to allow for additional funding to bring the project to bid documents, with a final review scheduled for next Tuesday October 15, 2025. 
Upon Motion by Vice-Chair Eliot, seconded by Commissioner Foley, to draft a letter of support for the out of cycle CPC application in the amount of $115,000 for design, development and the bid process in order to move forward with the Cow Pond Project was unanimously carried 5:0. Megan will be approved the $115,000 to continue work on the project, supplementing the $100,000 approved in May, with the total project cost estimated at $4 million.


Upon Motion by Vice-Chair Eliot, seconded by Commissioner Ohringer, to authorize a two-page summary for Town Manager Markk Haddad to present to the CPC FY27 Preliminary Application in the estimated amount of $4 million for the Cow Pond Brook project. Motion carried with a 4:1 vote:

Ohringer AYE
Eliot AYE
Foley AYE
Jennings AYE
Presti NO

CPA Application: Softball
Don Barry asked for support from the Parks Commission for their CPC application. He summarized a few more issues that needed to be completed before the field was in playing condition including backstop fencing, a groomer and spigots of irrigation. The Commissioners discussed with the DPW department to assist in maintenance of the field. Commissioner Foley suggested to scale down the amount Softball would be asking for from CPC into a few years instead of asking for a large sum all at once. 

Upon motion by Vice-Chair Eliot, seconded by Commissioner Foley, the Commissioners agreed unanimously to give Softball permission to use park property in their a two-page letter for FY27 Preliminary Application 5:0.

Chair Report – 

CPC Rep – 
Commissioner Foley reported that the CPC approved the $115,000 for the Cow Pond Project and the packet used for the CPC process has been completed. The projects that will be in the packet are open field and recreation, including the Middle School track, Country Club pickleball courts and the Town court repairs.

DPW Report – 
Town Field is coming along nicely, but a little behind on the backstop and fencing due to some focus on the grass in fields at the moment. Director Callahan mentioned that irrigation will be needed at some point in the future.

Financial Report
Administrative Assistant Fisher gave an updated financial report. A discussion on cutting back on smaller common areas that are fertilized to save on costs in the future. 

Old/New Business

User Group Survey Report: Soccer & GDR Schools
Commissioner Foley volunteered to consolidate the user group survey responses.
Commissioner Foley & Jennings shared the survey responses from their respective user groups focusing on how many board members in league, number of players, league growth or decline, budgets, seasonal scheduling and care, recommendations on permitting processes, needs from Parks properties in the future and facility quality improvements.  


Memorandum of Understanding
A few more revisions were made to the Memorandum including the FY date and a discussion on the terms for general maintenance.

Upon motion by Commissioner Presti, seconded by Commissioner Ohringer, to change the date of approval to June 30, 2026.

Needs Assessment of Properties –
Chair Mary Jennings would like to have commissioners be ready to express their priorities at the next meeting. 


Schedule Next Meeting and Adjourn- Monday, October 27, 2025 5:00pm

___________________________________________________________________________________
Rob Foley moved to adjourn at 6:23 pm, Jeff Ohringer seconded. The motion carried unanimously


Minutes by Laura Fisher, Administrative Assistant.
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