Montachusett RegionalPlaning Comisson

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

MONTACHUSETT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MRPC)

REMOTE MEETING ONLY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2025, 7:00 PM

MRPC MEETING MATERIALS:
AUGUST 7, 2025 Meeting Materials

1. Open Meeting, Introductions and Announcements

This meeting will be recorded to ensure we have an accurate record of our discussion. If anyone has any concerns
about being recorded, please let us know.

This meeting is held under An Act Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of Emergency
signed by Governor Healey on March 28, 2025, allowing local and regional governments to hold public meetings
remotely or in a hybrid fashion through June 30, 2027. All votes will be taken by roll call.

Chair K. Munroe called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Roll Call:

K. Munroe — present

D. Thornton — present
T. Russo — present

D. Valliere — present

G. Corbosiero — present
J. Bennett — present

K. Cachel — present

K. Nartowicz - present
R. Swartz — present

A. Reid - present

2. MRPC Minutes - July 10, 2025 - Approval of Commissioners Requested
Having no objections, G. Corbosiero moved to accept the July 10, 2025 minutes as presented. Motion was seconded.

Roll Call Vote Followed:

D. Thornton —yes
K. Munroe —yes
R. Swartz — yes

D. Valliere —yes
T. Russo - yes

A. Pease —yes


https://mrpcma-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/mrpc_mrpc_org/EpDbJG-QRWhCrWyLwrqQGzIBOJsYO-lgVVfaAwjFgjCefg?e=WhbSPk

G. Corbosiero — yes

A. Reid —yes

J. Bennett —yes
K. Cachel —yes

K. Nartowicz

- yes

3. Cash Schedule - July 2025 — Acceptance of Commissioners Requested

R. Swartz presented the July 2025 cash schedule. The opening balance for July 1, 2025, $454,298.70, total receipts
$582,069.16 total cash on hand before this warrant $1,036,367.86, less the amount of this warrant $275,176.27, left
a balance after the warrant of $761,191.59.

Having no objections, R. Swartz moved to accept the cash schedule as presented, subject to audit. The motion was

seconded.

Roll Call Vote Followed:

K. Munroe —yes
R. Swartz —yes
A. Pease —yes

A. Reid —yes

D. Valliere — yes

D. Thornton —yes
G. Corbosiero — yes
M. Bohart — yes

J. Bennett —yes

K. Cachel —yes

K. Nartowicz — yes
T. Russo —yes

4. Guest Announcements and Questions

No announcements or questions were presented

5. Administrative Matters

5.1

Introducing the Climate Leaders in Municipal Buying (CLIMB), Sophie Collins, Climate Data Specialist —
Information Only

Ms. Collins, tonight’s guest speaker, will introduce a new initiative being launched by the Operational
Services Division’s (OSD's) Climate and Sustainability Unit in collaboration with the Local Government
Enablement Team.

OSD seeks to connect with officials throughout the Montachusett Region and share details about the
Municipal Climate Procurement Network (MCPN), a group of professionals from the climate and
procurement sectors within Municipalities.

OSD is inviting members to join this network and participate in quarterly meetings.

Ms. Collins will explain this initiative, answer any questions, and collect contact information from those
interested in attending the first meeting.

Key segments of MCPN meetings will include:

e Improving the readiness of bids and contracts: Discussions on municipal preferences for
contracts nearing their end dates, ensuring OSD is aligned with current sourcing opportunities;



5.2

5.3

5.4

e  Expert reviews of Environmental Preferred Products (EPPs): These sessions will inform
municipalities of the sustainability opportunities within OSD’s contracts;

e  Sharing success stories and challenges: Municipal climate champions will present their
achievements, discuss roadblocks they've encountered, and offer guidance to smaller
municipalities or those with less advanced climate initiatives; and,

e  Open Share sessions: A space for members to share procurement roadblocks, seek advice, and
collaborate on solutions.

Ms. Sophie Collins from the Operational Services Division of CLIMB introduced herself as a Climate Data
Specialist. Ms. Collins is attending this meeting to invite all of us to a kickoff meeting on September 15,
2025 at 10:00 am. This will be a virtual meeting via Zoom. Please reach out to
Sophie.Collins2@mass.gov for a link to register.

The goal of CLIMB is to make our statewide contracts more applicable to municipalities so they will want
to use them. We are looking for your feedback on what you like and don’t like about our contracts and
what you wish they’d offer or what you think they’re missing.

Climate Municipal Champions are utilizing OSC’s contracts to achieve their sustainability goals.
Preferable products experts will be in attendance as well to answer all of your que3stions in this open
format discussion.

The RFR is being developed so we will be covering the following contracts and discussing how to use
them to achieve your climate goals.

Any municipal employee is welcome or RPA employees that do work in sustainability or procurement.
Procurement professionals, sustainability coordinators, public works directors or any other local leaders
that are looking to learn from OSD, learn from their peers or just have questions are welcome.

If you have any questions, please email Sofie.Collins2@mass.gov.

Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Policy Presentation and Adoption -
Information Only

The BACRLF policy is still under review by Attorney David Bodanza. The Executive Director believes that
we'll be able to place this item on the Commissioners’ agenda for adoption by the fall of 2025.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) Use Policy Presentation and Adoption — Information Only

A draft artificial intelligence (Al) use policy has been created and reviewed by Attorney David Bodanza.
The draft will be reviewed by Attorney and Chairman Kristofer Munroe, Mr. Eaton, and Ms. Ford in
August, and improvements will be made. The draft will then be shared with the MRPC department
heads for input. The final draft will then be placed in front of the Commissioners for adoption at the
September 4™ Commissioners’ meeting. The Commissioners will be asked to enact the policy on
September 4™ or at the next meeting to be held on October 9*".

Budget Update: New Revenue — Information Only

The Executive Director and Fiscal Director will provide a brief update concerning the state of MRPC’s
FY26 Budget. We will discuss:

e  Recently completed projects;
e Highlight ongoing initiatives;
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5.5

e  Update the Commissioners on pending grant proposals; and,
e  Proposals in development and under consideration.

A separate handout may be provided.
Next Lunch and Learn, August 27, 2025, 12:00 p.m. — Information Only

The 5th Lunch and Learn meeting, “Federal Funding Cuts, Sources of Revenue, and Planning Initiatives,”
will be held in late August. Local officials are encouraged to join the meeting and float planning
initiatives and local community and economic development project ideas with MRPC staff. Brief updates
will be provided to local officials concerning some of MRPC’s ongoing planning projects and strategies,
such as in the areas of:

e  Brownfields;

e  NEW! Federal Economic Development Administration (EDA) funds related to Federal Disaster
Declaration for portions of Massachusetts (i.e. Worcester County, September 11, 2023 rain
event) and its relationship to non-construction and construction [infrastructure] projects);

o NEW! Energy Infrastructure Siting and Permitting Reforms;

e  NEW! Future industrial lands analysis;

e  NEW! Historic planning and rehabilitation; and,

e  Recreation sites and economic development.

Additional topics may be added to the agenda by August 27",

6. Department Updates

Status of all ongoing projects can be found by clicking on the link, below:
https://mrmapper.mrpc.org/webapps/v2.27/CurrentProjects/

MRPC staff are prepared to answer questions about any contract with any local, state, and federal entity.

Commissioners are welcome to ask questions about projects in their respective communities

6.1

6.2

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

K. Kress shared that all employees now have their new laptops, with the exception of the Transportation
Dept. They received new laptops in 2023.

Regarding GIS, we just finished parcel updates for six communities. Ms. Kress is working on updating the
maps for MART. MART has updated bus routes on the Fitchburg-Leominster lines. Kayla also continues
to work with the Planning & Development department.

Planning & Development

6.2.1 MOOR (MA Office of Outdoor Recreation) Project, we’ve received $S60K grant funds and the
project runs through 6/30/25 in partnership with the tourism arm of the North Central Mass Chamber of
Commerce (NCMCC), called Visit North Central Massachusetts. The grant’s purpose is to inventory
outdoor recreational sites and their assets to assist in outdoor recreation planning, marketing,
promotion and public information. The state will create a web platform for marketing and promotion of
outdoor recreation assets. NCCC will locate the data on their tourism website as well using the data
collected by MRPC staff and interns. Our inters have been reaching out to property owners to gain
permission to take photos and GPS locations, as well as amenities of each site. The interns will be done
working for MRPC as of August 20, 2025.


https://mrmapper.mrpc.org/webapps/v2.27/CurrentProjects/

6.2.2 Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grant in collaboration with CMRPC. If awarded,
MRPC/CMRPC will sub-grant to municipalities to foster economic development in rural communities
through the rehabilitation of local historic buildings and resources. Expect to apply for $750K.
Application due August 21°.

6.2.3 Department of Energy Resources (DOER) will attend the September Commission meeting to
present information on the new Energy Siting and Permitting law. The law creates a streamlined
process, outlines specific timelines, and establishes a single appeals process, while enhancing
community input and supporting equitable project review. The law establishes a 12-month deadline for
municipal permitting and requires municipalities to issue a single permit at the end of their process.

6.2.4 Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC) will be attending the November
Commission meeting to present information and take questions on the new Accessory Dwelling Unit
law.

6.2.5 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) 2.0 Program requires communities to take the
next step in the MVP process. MRPC staff are considering training to become certified to assist with this
process and assist our communities with grant applications.

6.2.6 Grant Opportunities Bernie Cahill sent out the grant opportunities for this month and it’s in the
handouts. He will be sending out an email to communities to offer assistance with planning for the next
round of MVP and One Stop for Growth Grant Program.

6.2.7 Completed projects: Digital Equity for 9 communities; one DLTA project completed; FILLTERR

K. Munroe asked if the interns tried reaching out to any of the local stakeholder groups such as the New England
Mountain Bike Association or the Bay State Trail Association as they have pretty exhaustive maps in addition to
what the towns may have. K. Chapman confirmed the interns have been reaching out to those organizations. K.
Munroe offered assistance in contacting these groups if we are having issues with doing so. K. Chapman will
discuss this more outside of this meeting. She will include Z. Kay who is the Team Leader for this project.

6.3  Transit & Transportation

The Transportation Department is wrapping up their work on their main contract, which is between Federal
Highway, Federal Transit and MassDOT. Additionally, we are wrapping up our Safety Action Plan for the Safe
Streets for All program.

7. New Business
Open session - This time is reserved for topics that the chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

K. Munroe announced that DCR has put out their proposed management plans for the state forests in our area.
Comments on these plans are due on August 12™. So far, DCR is pretty disappointed by the number of comments
that have come back. They haven’t received much feedback from the towns or the regional planning organizations.
G. Eaton stated he would track down the email and he would be happy to respond.

8. Adjournment - The date of the next MRPC meeting — Thursday, September 4, 2025, 7:00 p.m.

Having no additional business or objections, R. Swartz moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 pm.



This meeting will be recorded by the Zoom app and will be made available for viewing at
https://www.youtube.com/user/MontachusettRegion/videos.

This notice is subject to change with reasonable notice provided to all.

The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) is located at 464 Abbott Ave., Leominster, MA and is accessible to people with
disabilities. MRPC provides reasonable accommodations and/or language assistance free of charge upon request (including but not limited to
interpreters in American Sign Language and languages other than English, open or closed captioning for videos, assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats, such as audio tapes, Braille and large print), as available. For accommodation or language assistance, please contact
MRPC by phone (978- 345-7376), fax (978-348-2490) or by email mrpc@mrpc.org. All requests should be made as soon as possible prior to the
meeting. Sign-language, CART or language translation or interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days before the
meeting.

The MRPC fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. The
MRPC operates without regard to race, color, national origin, English Proficiency, ancestry, creed, income, gender, age and/or disability. Any
person who believes they or any specific class of persons, to be subject to discrimination prohibited by Title VI may by themselves or by
representative file a written complaint with the MRPC. Complaints are to be filed no later than 180 days from the date of the alleged
discrimination. Please contact Glenn Eaton, Executive Director at 978-345-7376 ext. 310 for more information.

Anyone in need of translation services for any MRPC meeting or document should contact the MRPC directly in advance in order to arrange
applicable services. Please contact the MRPC at mrpc@mrpc.org or (978) 345-7376 ext. 300 with questions, concerns or assistance needs
regarding accessibility and/or language services.

Cualquier persona en necesidad de servicios de traduccion para cualquier reunién o MRPC documento pueden dirigirse a la MRPC directamente
con antelacion para organizar los servicios correspondientes.

Meeting Attendance
Name M/A | Representing Appointment Date Present Absent
Arpano, Abby A Ashburnham 12.2023
Vacant M Ashburnham
LaSorsa, Paul A Ashby 7.2025
Pease, Alan M Ashby 7.2001 X
Bialecki, Rebecca A Athol 7.2020.
Russo, Thomas M Athol 7.2025 X
Copeland, Shaun A Ayer 7.2020.
Cachel, Kathleen M Ayer 7.2025 X
Vacant A Clinton
Duffy, Phil M Clinton 12.2011
Angus, Neil N/V | DREZ 7.2023
Bohart, Mary Jo A Fitchburg 7.2021 X
Butland, Alyne M Fitchburg 7.2020.
Labonte, Amber A Gardner 1.2024
Swartz, Robert M Gardner 7.2019 X
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Burke, Russell Groton 7.2022
Cunningham, Peter Groton 7.2016
Minar, Kara Harvard 7.2021
Thornton, Doug Harvard 9.2024
Kresge, Mark Hubbardston 7.2023
Munroe, Kristofer Hubbardston 7.2023
Keating, Brian Lancaster 7.2025
Streeter, Frank Lancaster 7.2023
Vacant Leominster

Valliere, Dean Leominster 7.2019
Vacant Lunenburg

Reid, Amanda Lunenburg 7.2022
Poodry, Deb Petersham 7.2024
Vacant Petersham

Jackson, Melanie Phillipston 7.2022
Telepciak, John Phillipston 7.2001
Barclay, James Royalston 7.2017
Nartowicz, Kyle Royalston 7.2022
Oelfke, Bill Shirley 7.2020.
Jones, Mark Shirley 7.2025
Newman, Kirsten Sterling 7.2023
Newman, Eric Sterling 8.2024
Bennett, Jeff Templeton 7.2023
Rich, Dennis Templeton 7.2017
Goodrich, Valarie Townsend 7.2025
Pleshaw, Hartley Townsend 7.2025
Vacant Westminster

Ferris, Michael Westminster 7.2025
Beauvais, Andrew Winchendon 7.2025
Corbosiero, Guy Winchendon 7.2011




Staff: G. Eaton, H. Ford, K. Chapman, B. Doherty and K. Kress

DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS DISTRIBUTED FOR THE MEETING

e July 10, 2025, MRPC Meeting Minutes

e August 7, 2025, MRPC Meeting Agenda

e August 7, 2025, MRPC Meeting Agenda with Details
e Grant Opportunities Spreadsheet

e CLIMB Presentation —S. Collins

e MHP 18™ Housing Institute Write-up

e Grants and Grant Assistance PowerPoint



