
Town of Groton  
Invasive Species Committee  

17 March 2025 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Committee Members Present: Committee Members Not Present: 
Charlotte Weigel Adam Burnett 
Jonathan Basch Brian Bettencourt 
Olin Lathrop Richard Hewitt 
Ron Strohsahl  
Ann Carpenter  
Ben Wolfe  
  

 
Agenda:  

1.​ ​ Review minutes and action items from February meeting 
2.​ ​ Committee position on decarbonization resolution 
3.​ ​ Update on Knotweed on Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge 
4.​ ​ Plans for 2025 (eg Garlic Mustard Pull) and schedule for upcoming treatments 
5.​ ​ All other business 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM. 

 
1.​ The first order of business was: Review minutes and action items from the February meeting 

a.​ Minutes: 
i.​ Minutes amended for accuracy 

1.​ Olin Lathrop moved to approve the minutes, as amended 
2.​ Charlotte Weigel seconded the motion 
3.​ The motion passed by unanimous roll call vote 

b.​ Action Items: 
i.​ Assigned Previously: 

1.​ Olin Lathrop to purchase jug of Garlon 4 Ultra for Committee use prior to field 
season - completed, Committee quorum signs receipt 

2.​ Olin Lathrop continue to coordinate with MDAR about efforts to identify “lingering 
ash” throughout Massachusetts - ongoing, scheduling for Sibley Hall 

3.​ Jonathan Basch to return to Williams Barn Committee for approval to use parcel for 
Garlic Mustard Pull/Invasive Species Removal event - ongoing, Williams Barn 
Committee has not had their meeting yet 

4.​ Brian Bettencourt to discuss with Town of Groton IT staff to add Japanese stiltgrass 
brochure to Town website - completed 

5.​ Brian Bettencourt to contact Richard Hewitt to coordinate Japanese stiltgrass 
brochure printing with CPC funding - completed, but unsure of response 

 
2.​ The second order of business was: Committee position on decarbonization resolution 

a.​ Olin Lathrop moves that Invasive Species Committee support the decarbonization resolution 
i.​ Passed by roll call vote (5-0-1) 

1.​ Abstain: Charlotte Weigel 
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3.​ The third order of business was: Update on Japanese knotweed on Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge 

(NWR) 
a.​ Ron Strohsahl: US Fish and Wildlife Service discussed their limited staff for the foreseeable 

future and is asking for assistance in Oxbow NWR to map and control Japanese knotweed 
along the Nashua River. MassWildlife has surveyed the properties under their management 
surrounding Oxbow NWR, and have collected location data to include into a regional invasive 
plant removal project developed by Nashua, Squannacook, and Nissitissit Rivers Wild and 
Scenic (W&S) Stewardship Council.  
i.​ W&S Council have formed an invasives subgroup to fund priority projects 

ii.​ W&S are creating a coordinator position to handle projects and mapping 
1.​ Marisa Browning-Kamins has been designated interim coordinator 
2.​ Discussion around possibly standardization of GIS database for regional partners to 

view invasive locations, treatment locations, early detection, etc. 
3.​ No funding for control or treatment yet 
4.​ MassWildlife has their own pesticide applicators and will not seek funding from 

W&S Council 
iii.​ W&S Council is encouraging grant application 

ACTION ITEM: Ron Strohsahl to invite Marisa Browning-Kamins to attend Invasive Species Committee 
to explain role of the position and identify ways we can assist 

iv.​ The location of location #6, on map provided by MassWildlife, is unclear. It may be an 
area that we have already treated. 

v.​ Olin Lathrop: have we ever had an update to the status of the bill to assign statewide 
coordinator for invasive species? 

1.​ Jonathan Basch: the bill moved between Committees, but unsure of status 
currently 

 
4.​ The fourth order of business was: Plans for 2025 (e.g. Garlic Mustard Pull) and schedule for 

upcoming treatments 
a.​ Williams Barn Committee proposes date of May 10, 2025, in afternoon 
b.​ Possible volunteers: Olin Lathrop, Charlotte Weigel, Jonathan Basch 
c.​ Repurpose educational materials from school presentation to be handed out 

 
5.​ The fifth order of business was: all other business 

a.​ Schedule Japanese barberry pull before April meeting 
i.​ Coordinate treatment over email 

ACTION ITEM: Jonathan Basch to begin coordinating treatment of Japanese barberry 
ii.​ Locations 

1.​ Do quick survey of Town Forest for new seedlings or missed shrubs 
2.​ Lawrence Woods patch is small and can be completed by a group in 1-2 sessions 

ACTION ITEM: Charlotte Weigel to find latitude/longitude of Japanese barberry stand in Sawtell 
Conservation Area and Torrey Woods 

b.​ Ash trees at Deerhaven need treatment for emerald ash borer (EAB) every third year - this is 
third year 
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i.​ Wait until leaf out, for transpiration to assist in moving chemicals through the trees. 

Maybe later portion of May 
ii.​ Approximately 18 trees need treatment this year 

c.​ Check status of Ailanthus at fire station and Groton Electric and Light Department (GELD) 
d.​ GELD 

i.​ Coordinate with GELD to treat Japanese knotweed, once it leafs out 
e.​ All members also received email from Town Accountant regarding the Committee’s account 

 
6.​ Meeting Adjournment 

a.​ Olin Lathrop moved to adjourn 
b.​ Charlotte Weigel seconded 
c.​ The motion to adjourn approved by unanimous roll call vote 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
 
OLD ACTION ITEMS + NEW: 
 
Olin Lathrop continue to coordinate with MDAR about efforts to identify “lingering ash” throughout 
Massachusetts - ongoing, scheduling for Sibley Hall 
 
Jonathan Basch to return to Williams Barn Committee for approval to use parcel for Garlic Mustard 
Pull/Invasive Species Removal event - ongoing, Williams Barn Committee had not met prior to the 
March 2025 Invasive Species Committee meeting 
 
Ron Strohsahl to invite Marisa Browning-Kamins to attend Invasive Species Committee to explain role of 
the position and identify ways we can assist 
 
Jonathan Basch to begin coordinating treatment of Japanese barberry 
 
Charlotte Weigel to find latitude/longitude of J. barberry stand in Sawtell Conservation Area and Torrey 
Woods 
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