
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
March 25, 2026
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm.  Commissioners Aubrey Theall, Tom Horsman, Richard Nason, Joshua Vollmar and Amanda Chang present.  From the public Carolyn Perkins, Steve King, Jim Desrosiers and Jenny Chang present.
2. February minutes were accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
3. There was a discussion of historical marker programs with representatives of the Groton History Center.  There is one such program being advanced by Destination Groton which will place historic markers in locations tied to the American Revolution around Town, in recognition of the nation's 250th anniversary.  There is another such program that will see markers placed on the History Center's property also related to the 250th.  It was determined there is no overlap, the two are complimentary.  There was discussion of enhanced cooperation between the Historical Commission and History Center.
4. Request for concurrence regarding maintenance of 653 Martins Pond Rd. by Mr. Sanford Johnson.  Rot repair and repaint in same color, no alteration of the external appearance of the house (save for restoration of condition).  GHC holds a historic preservation restriction.  Approved by unanimous vote.  Mr. Johnson to be informed.
5. 6 Alder Rd. demolition permit application, determination whether the structure has historical significance or not.  There was a discussion of this structure which is one of the Lost Lake camps.  It is in poor condition.  While this style of camp overall has some historical significance to the Town and Lost Lake area this is a poor example at this point and not likely salvageable.  Historical Commission approval for a demolition permit approved by unanimous vote.
6. Historical plaque application for 11 Court St., proposed plaque would read "c. 1733, Lawrence Tarbell House, Moved from Main Street, 1884".  Approved by unanimous vote.
7. Discussion of historical significance of the West Groton dam on Squannacook River @ former Groton Leatherboard Company (now RiverCourt Residences).  Dam was constructed c. 1916 when the present Leatherboard Factory was constructed following a fire which demolished the prior mill on the site.  The Leatherboard Factory is on the National Register of Historic Places.  The dam, while on a separate parcel, is an integral part of the Leatherboard Factory Campus.  Consensus was that historical significance is fairly obvious, confirmed by unanimous vote.  There is a CPA funded restoration project contemplated (determination of historical significance is required in order to be theoretically eligible for CPA historical preservation funding).
8. Discussion regarding name of Commission (Gus Widmayer).  Deferred to next meeting.
9. Open FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Historical mile marker project (Richard Nason).  Should be completed this spring now that the ground is thawed.
10. Open FY26 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle project (Aubrey Theall).  Grant/clawback agreement has been filed at the Registry of Deeds.  Bid specs are being drafted by engineering firm and expected by late April.
11. Digital storage, accessioning procedure (placeholder).  Deferred.
12. Metal detector bylaw (Gus Widmayer).  Deferred.
13. Formal procedure for handling demo permit applications (Aubrey Theall).  Deferred until a discussion with Michael Danti who may have a previously existing policy on file.
14. Discussion of damaged historic boundary marker on Groton/Dunstable line (placeholder until we repair/replace- Richard Nason to shepherd)
15. Cell tower @ GDRHS (placeholder) Deferred.
16. New business.  None.
17. Next meeting set for 4/29.
18. Adjourned at approximately 8pm.
Internal

