
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
November 19, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:02PM by the Chair (Aubrey Theall).  Commissioners Michael Danti, Richard Nason, Gus Widmayer and Joshua Vollmar in attendance.  Jenny Chang in attendance from the public.
2. AI Update- Otter.ai has been procured and will be used to help with meeting minutes going forward.  Meetings will be recorded.
3. October minutes were accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
4. Discussion of historical markers/signage programs.  Two of three historical home plaques were approved at the last HDC meeting.  The third was not as the homeowner did not attend.  Not much movement on the townwide historical marker project related to the 250th anniversary of the Revolution due to personal schedules.
5. Open FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Historical mile marker project (Richard Nason).  Installation of the marker on Old Ayer Rd. scheduled for 12/11.  Stone on Boston Road to be rotated to face the center of the road as all other stones due if time/resources permit.
6. Open FY26 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle project (Aubrey Theall).  Aubrey Theall has been working with MA DEP and the Groton Conservation Commission to gain their consents to conduct maintenance on the Bancroft Castle.  There is a need to complete a long outstanding Stewardship Plan among MA DEP, ConComm and the property owner.  Maintenance of the Castle to be included.  Progress is being made.  Engineers have provided a proposal to draft bid specs.  Grant and clawback agreement is with the Webbers.  After filing at the Registry of Deeds the engineer will be engaged to draft the bid specs.  Joshua Vollmar is working on an inventory form to be filed with MHC.
7. Digital storage (placeholder).  Joshua Vollmar ran into Vanessa Abraham from the Library recently and learned she has been dealing with an injury and has not forgotten about this project.  Needs assistance locating grant funding.  Gus Widmayer related that he has had contact with the Boston Athenaeum who may be able to assist.  
8. Metal detector bylaw (Gus Widmayer).  Gus has picked up this project and will reach out to former Commissioner Michael LaTerz to see if he can provide any past work done.
9. Formal procedure for handling demo permit applications (Aubrey Theall).  Drafting has begun.
10. Discussion of 177 Kemp Street.  House likely to be condemned, which excludes it from demo delay process.  Photo to be taken and an inventory form to be filed with MHC.  House is an good example of a typical mill home however numerous other examples in far better condition exist in the vicinity.
11. New business.  
a. Expansion of the Historic Districts.  A discussion is ongoing, being led by HDC.
b. Owner of 60 Boston Road is seeking assistance with year of construction of their home as their insurer is inquiring.  HistComm to render assistance as the Assessor's data is believed to be incorrect.
12. Next meeting set for 12/17 at 6:30PM.  Agenda will be abbreviated to essential items and following the meeting a holiday social gathering will occur.
13. Adjourn.
Internal

