
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
October 29, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting was called to order by the Chair at 7:02pm.  Commissioners Aubrey Theall, Tom Horsman, Joshua Vollmar, Gus Widmayer and Richard Nason in attendance.  From the public Jenny Chang, Josh Degan, Michael Cusumano in attendance.
2. AI update- recording/drafting minutes.  The Chair has been very busy with work and family obligations and has not yet been able to purchase the AI software.  Will be done at the first opportunity.
3. September minutes were accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
4. Discussion of demo permit application for dilapidated barn at 44 Longley Road & any potential historical significance under the demo delay bylaw.  Property owner Michael Cusumano states that he purchased the property some time ago after a fire destroyed the house on the lot.  It has sat since and the barn is in the process of collapsing.  The Commission had been provided with photos.  The Commission voted unanimously that the barn is beyond repair from a practical standpoint and to sign off on demolition.
5. Discussion of historical plaque application for "219 Main St., c. 1821 Hoar-Adams House, Union Congregational Church Parsonage 1870-1996."  Joshua Vollmar provided a history of the house.  The proposed sign verbiage was accepted by unanimous vote and the matter referred to the Historic Districts Commission for their approval.  
6. Discussion of historical markers/signage programs.  Joshua Vollmar provided a limited update.
7. Open FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Historical mile marker project.  Richard Nason reports that the newly set stone on Boston Road is oriented to face oncoming traffic unlike all of the other stones.  Asks if it should be re-set.  Also states that a firm enough location for the stone has been located close to the original location and cleared with the Highway Department.  The original location was at the edge of James Brook and the stone had toppled due to erosion in the past.  The Commission voted unanimously to authorize Richard Nason to take all reasonable steps necessary to re-set the stone mile marker in the earth on Old Ayer Road and if funding permits to re-set the Boston Road marker square to the roadside (facing the road directly).
8. Open FY26 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle grant agreement is with the Webbers for signature.  Aubrey Theall is waiting for a proposal from Cirrus Structural Engineering to draw up bid specs for the project.
b. Aubrey Theall delivered an update on FY27 CPC grant applications.  The only historical preservation grant application is for replacement of the electrical service at the Prescott School building.  The cost is upwards of $500,000.  There is not sufficient funding in the historic bucket for this project and there are multiple million dollars of grant applications.  Many projects will go unfunded this cycle.
9. Digital storage (placeholder)
10. Metal detector (placeholder)
11. Discussion regarding proceduralizing our review of demo permit applications.  The Chair will develop this as schedule permits.  
12. New business.  Richard Nason mentioned a barn on Court St. by the rail trail had been demolished.  This had been authorized some years ago by HistComm.
13. Next meeting date set for 11/19.
14. Adjourned at 7:53PM.
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