
Groton Historical Commission- Agenda
July 16, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Chair called the meeting to order at 7pm.  Commissioners Michael Danti, Joshua Vollmar, Amanda Chang, Richard Nason, Gus Widmayer and Tom Horsman in attendance.
2. June minutes were accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
3. Update on use of AI in the future to record meetings, draft minutes.  Aubrey Theall apologized for not getting the AI app up and running for this meeting, hopes to for the following meeting. 
4. Press release re: Prescott House preservation efforts.  The draft press release previously circulate to the Commission (attached to these minutes) was approved by unanimous vote and will be forwarded to the Town Manager for release.
5. Historical monuments/markers discussion/updates.  
a. Joshua Vollmar met with Jim Desrosiers and discussed how to proceed.  Jim will run with this project.  Eventually will need to meet with a few different committees (HDC, Sign Committee, possibly Planning Board).  Plans to draft a proposal to standardize and provide guidance for future historical signage on Town owned property.
b. Re: Historical markers there was a discussion of the Old Burying Ground which is in need of an assessment, attention to retaining walls and attention to grave markers some of which need to be removed and replaced, others conserved.  There are un-marked graves in the burying ground as well.  The Chair will reach out to the Old Burying Ground Commission seeking to work collaboratively.  This could be a future CPC project.
6. FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle project is complete.
b. Historical mile marker project.  The replacement for the broken mile marker is fabricated and it is time to install it and re-set the stone on Old Ayer Rd.  There is a need for a police detail.  The Chair was told by the Town Manager that he can authorize the police detail expenditure.
7. FY26 funded CPC project updates:
a. All are in the early stages of getting moving.  HistComm is running point on the Bancroft Castle project.  A draft grant and clawback provision agreement has been provided to the Webber family for review.  The engineer is working on a contract.  
8. Updates regarding digital storage project in cooperation with the Groton Public Library.  This has gone quiet.  Grant funding may be difficult to find under the current administration.  We have to decide if this will be virtual or physical storage.
9. Discussion regarding whether or not it may make sense to discuss merging HistComm and HDC.
a. Gus Widmayer suggested that we discuss this topic.  The two Commissions operate in an adjacent sort of fashion and in some towns they are one Commission.  The general sentiment was that this would only ever be a consideration if there were insufficient volunteers to staff both appropriately. 
10. Discussion regarding proceduralizing out review of demo permit applications.
11. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of the meeting.
12. New business.  
a. The metal detector bylaw was mentioned as something that the Commission needs to revisit as time permits.
b. The Commission needs to draft a formal procedure for reviewing demo permit applications.
13. Meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.
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