
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
June 18, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting called to order by the Chair at 7pm.  Commissioners Joshua Vollmar, Aubrey Theall, Tom Horsman, Gus Widmayer, Richard Nason and Amanda Chang in attendance.
2. May minutes (2 meetings) were accepted by unanimous vote.
3. Discussion of demo permit application for 328 Townsend Rd.
a. Joshua Vollmar provided a history of the house, which appears to have been constructed shortly after a prior house on the site burned in 1880.  There is a history of maple sugar production on the site, not many similar operations documented in Groton at this time.  A later resident was noted to be a World War I veteran.
b. The house is a mid-late Victorian farmhouse, most recently occupied by Mr. Brooks Lyman.
c. Appears to have the original siding under vinyl.  HistComm was provided with interior and exterior photos. 
d. The Chair stated that the Commission could determine the house to not be historically or architecturally significant or we could hold a public hearing and further discuss the issue.
e. Joshua Vollmar made a motion to advance the discussion to a public hearing, Amanda Chang seconded.  It was voted 4-2 to not advance this discussion to a public hearing. The applicant and Building Inspector will be notified that HistComm is signed off on the demolition permit application.
4. Otter.ai will be used in the future to generate draft meeting minutes thanks to a donation from the Chang family.  
5. Press release re: Prescott House efforts, new Demo Delay Bylaw.
a. Chair to distribute a draft press release to Commission.
b. Need to update HistComm web page and get revised bylaw up online.
c. Joshua Vollmar provided commentary after his review of the documentation that HistComm commissioned on the House.  
6. Discussion of HistComm's role/mandate in regards to historic landscaping, plantings.
a. There was a discussion of this topic, it is not entirely clear what our mandate is in regards to plantings and gardens.  More formal gardens that include permanent landscape features (i.e. stone structures, fountains, walkways) likely do fall under HistComm's mandate. 
b. The concept of encouraging individuals to save historic plantings was discussed and may be possible.
7. Historical monuments/markers discussion/updates.
a. Jim Derosiers is working on a project to standardize historical markers.
b. There is a need to organize a sub-committee to work on this.  The Sign Committee, HDC and Planning Board should be offered the opportunity to participate.
c. Volunteers are needed.  The Chair will write a letter to the Groton Herald seeking volunteers.
8. FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle.  Phase I is complete.
b. Historical mile marker project.  Stone has been fabricated and the lettering will be painted black.  This was determined by unanimous vote.
9. FY26 funded CPC project updates.  Aubrey Theall related that all will have funding starting 7/1.
a. Bancroft Castle
b. Prescott School
c. History Center
d. Williams Barn
10. Historical Plaque Program.  Application from Deb Burton for 258 Main St.  Proposed plaque text is:
1809-10
Mansfield-Hartwell House
Joseph Mansfield
Physician & Poet
The Commission voted unanimously to accept the plaque language as presented.  This matter will now be referred to the HDC as the house is in the Historic District.
11. Updates regarding digital storage project in cooperation with the Groton Public Library.
12. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of the meeting.  Gus Widmayer suggested that for the next meeting we place on the agenda the following:
a. Discussion of whether or not it makes sense for HistComm and HDC to be separate bodies.
b. Proceduralizing the way we vote on demo delay applications.
13. New business.
14. Adjourn.
Internal

