
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
May 15, 2025 (Special Meeting)
7pm – Zoom
1. Aubrey Theall the meeting to order at 7:04PM.  Commissioners Joshua Vollmar, Gus Widmayer, Richard Nason and Michael Danti in attendance.  Jeffrey Brem and John Amaral in attendance as applicants for the 478 and 468 Main St. demolition permits.  Jenny Chang from the public in attendance.
2. Applicant Jeffrey Brem presented plans to demolish 478 Main St. and 468 Main St to make way for the new proposed emergency medical center to be operated by UMass Memorial.  
a. Aubrey Theall reviewed the criteria with the Commission relative to determination of historical and architectural significance as per the demo delay bylaw.
b. Joshua Vollmar related deed research done on both properties that indicates that 478 Main was constructed c. 1865 and early residents were likely employees of the local paper mill.  The area was known at the time as Paper Mill Village.  Later the house was occupied by the owners of 468 Main St. which operated as a restaurant under the names of "The Club", "Boots & Saddle" and "Bridle & Spur".  It was constructed c. 1936-1937.  Neither property is listed in MACRIS.
c. The Commission stated that it would like to photograph both properties, the applicant is agreeable.  Entry to 468 Main is unsafe and has been prohibited by the Building Inspector. 
3. A motion was made and seconded to affirm that the two structures do not have material historical or architectural significance.  A roll call vote was taken with all Commissioners present in agreement.  The Building Inspector will be notified by the Chair.
4. Aubrey Theall related to the Commission that he checked with the Town Manager and that use of AI to record meetings and prepare draft minutes is permissible.  A generous gift from the Chang family will allow for the acquisition of the necessary software.  The Commission is grateful. 
5. Meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM by unanimous vote.
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