
Groton Historical Commission- Minutes
May 7, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting called to order at 7:01pm.  Commissioners Aubrey Theall, Joshua Vollmar, Thomas Horsman, Michael Danti, Gus Widmayer and Richard Nason in attendance.  
2. April minutes were accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
3. All four proposed grant applications for historic preservation projects were approved at Town Meeting.  These were: Prescott School, Bancroft Castle, Williams Barn, Groton History Center.  Aubrey Theall related that the Prescott School application had to be reduced somewhat due to a lack of available funding as the CPC historic bucket did not have sufficient funds to fund all requests.  The applicant (Friends of Prescott) was encouraged to apply next year for funding for the remainder of their contemplated project.  There was a question regarding the Bancroft Castle which was would the Webbers fund the entire project.  Aubrey Theall responded that the Webbers had agreed to fund 10% as their usage of the Castle is very limited (few events per year) and that this was the maximum amount they would contribute.  Although the site is privately owned it has virtually unimpeded daylight public access and is one of the most visited tourist locations in town.
4. The updated Demo Delay Bylaw was approved at Town Meeting.  Joshua Vollmar presented the bylaw.  There were some questions from the public.  The proposed bylaw change passed by a comfortable margin.  There was as discussion of preparing a press release to publicize this and the Historical Commission's other efforts around the Prescott House.  Aubrey Theall to draft for review.
5. Joshua Vollmar presented an application for a new historic marker to be installed on the Job Shattuck House (573 Longley Road).  This house will soon be offered for sale and the present owner would like a marker installed prior to.  Joshua Vollmar researched the property and proposed that the plaque read as follows:
"c.1782
Job Shattuck House
Leader of Shay's Rebellion 1786
Captain in the Continental Army"
This language was approved by unanimous vote. 
There is a need for HistComm to attend a Sign Committee meeting and for the sign bylaw to be revised.
6. Historical monuments/markers discussion.  There was a discussion of cleaning additional monuments in town, this will be undertaken by Michael Danti.  Gus Widmayer volunteered assistance.
7. FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle.  Project will be complete on receipt of final report, now expected later this month.
b. Historical mile marker project.  First invoice has been approved by CPC and the replacement marker for the broken one is now being manufactured.  A weathered piece of granite will be used to better mimic the existing markers.  There was a discussion of whether or not the lettering should be painted.  General sentiment seemed to be no but no decision was made.
8. Digital storage project in cooperation with the Groton Public Library.  No update, Gus Widmayer to follow up with the Library.  
9. Addition of a Vice Chair and Clerk for HistComm.  There was a discussion of a need for a Vice Chair and Clerk, these roles have been vacant for some time.  Joshua Vollmar volunteered to serve as Vice Chair and Michael Danti as Clerk.  Both were approved by unanimous vote.
10. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of the meeting.  
11. New business.  
· Liru Chang (mother of Commissioner Amanda Chang) suggested that Historical Commission utilize AI to record and transcribe minutes and offered a contribution to fund software.  It can also prepare draft minutes for review.  The Commission was uncertain if utilizing AI is permissible.  The Chair is to check with the Town Manager.  
· There was a discussion as to whether or not the Old Burying Ground Committee is still active.  There is a need to clean and reset some grave markers.
· Aubrey Theall shared that HistComm received a copy of the State Register of Historic Places from MHC, will be placed in HistComm's files at Town Hall.
12. Next meeting was set for June 18th at 7pm.
13. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:01pm.
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