
Groton Historical Commission- Agenda
February 19, 2025
7pm – Groton Town Hall
1. Meeting was called to order by Chair, Aubrey Theall, at 7pm.  Commissioners Tom Horsman, Richard Nason, Gus Widmayer, Amanda Chang and Joshua Vollmar in attendance. 
2. January minutes were approved as presented by unanimous vote.
3. Prescott School Discussion relative to CPC Application.  Aubrey Theall related that the CPC Chair has asked that the Historical Commission (as the funding would come from the historic CPC account) confirm that the 2025 CPA grant application by the Friends of Prescott is eligible for CPA funding.  The primary concern is that not all type of maintenance are eligible for CPA funding.  The Chair will go to the Community Preservation Coalition and the MA Historical Commission for advice.  There was consensus among the Commission that the Prescott School is an important historic asset and that it is worthy of preserving.
4. Demo delay bylaw discussion.  The draft revised demo delay bylaw that was drafted by Joshua Vollmar was discussed and approved for submission for the Spring 2025 Town Meeting warrant by unanimous vote.
5. Historical monuments/markers discussion.  There is a need for HistComm to attend a Sign Committee meeting to discuss amending the town's sign bylaw both for the historical plaque program and for general historical markers around town.  We may try to get this on the Fall 2025 Town Meeting warrant.
6. FY25 funded CPC project updates:
a. Bancroft Castle.  FY25 Project will be complete on receipt of final report, hopeful to receive it very shortly.
b. Historical mile marker project.  Will progress when ground thaws in spring.  There was a brief discussion of the vendor's invoice for a deposit which purchasing policy will not permit.  It was suggested that the vendor fabricate the new marker and invoice for this work in lieu of a deposit.
7. FY26 CPC funding cycle application update:
a. Draft CPC application for Bancroft Castle was submitted 1/14/25.  Feedback from CPC received on 2/3.  Aubrey to finalize application and submit on the 27th.  Needs the assistance of the engineering firm.
8. Historical Plaque Program.  The marker for 9-11 Elm St was presented at the most recent HDC meeting, preliminary approval was granted pending receipt of a photo showing the sign location.  Further, there was discussion of whether or not the sign should read "Owner" of the Elm St. Garage or "Founder".  A vote was taken and amending the sign application to read "Founder" was approved by unanimous vote.
9. Digital storage project in cooperation with the Groton Public Library.  Vanessa Abraham at the Library has taken charge of this project per Gus Widmayer.  They plan to seek grant funding to create digital storage and also possibly to purchase scanning equipment. 
10. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of the meeting (none).
11. Next meeting was set for 3/19/25 at 7pm.
12. New business (none).
13. Meeting was adjourned at 8:02pm by unanimous vote.
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