
 

 

EARTH REMOVAL STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025, 6:30 PM 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Chairman Savage called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the Town Hall  
Members present:  Steven Savage, Tom Delaney, Bruce Easom, and Bob Hanninen 
Members absent: George Barringer  
Others present:  Michelle Collette, Earth Removal Stormwater Inspector 
 Engineer Greg Roy of Dillis and Roy 

Martin Pond Road Abutters Jim Luening and Ann Bohan 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – JODIE GILSON, WORTHEN DRIVE 
In accordance with the provisions of the Code of the Town of Groton, Chapter 198, the Earth 
Removal Stormwater Advisory Committee held a public hearing to consider the application 
submitted by Jodie Gilson for approval of a Limited Stormwater Management for construction of 
16-foot-wide shared driveway to provide access to two (2) single family dwellings as shown on 
the plan entitled, “Proposed Site Plan, Shared Driveway, Worthen Drive, Groton, Massachusetts,” 
dated January 8, 2025, prepared by Dillis and Roy, for property owned by Jodie Gilson, Assessors 
Map 221, Parcels 14, 14.2. 14.3, Worthen Drive.   

Chairman Savage read the public hearing notice published in the March 21, 2025, issue of the 
Groton Herald.  Design engineer Greg Roy of Dillis and Roy presented the plan. 
 
Mr. Roy said he also filed applications with the Planning Board and Conservation Commission 
for the proposed shared driveway.  He is waiting for the peer review report from Nitsch 
Engineering.  The Planning Board will hold a hearing on April 3, 2025.  The existing driveway will 
serve two new proposed lots.  The site is greater than 40,000 square feet, so a Full Stormwater 
Management Permit is required.   
 
Member Delaney asked how much land area would be disturbed.  Mr. Roy said about 80,000 
square feet.  Member Delaney asked if the driveway would be gravel or paved.  Mr. Roy said it 
will be paved. 
 
Member Easom asked about the proposed stormwater management system.  Mr. Roy said 
there will be no net increase in runoff from the site.  Nitsch Engineering is reviewing the plans 
and drainage calculations. 
 
Chairman Savage said the plan shows the paved area as 1600 square feet and the gravel area as 
19,000 square feet.  Mr. Roy said the driveway may all be paved.  They will know more after 
they receive the report from Nitsch Engineering.  
 
The motion was made by Delaney, seconded by Hanninen, to continue the public hearing on 
May 6, 2025, at 6:30 PM.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING (con’t) – GRATUITY ROAD ESTATES 
In accordance with the provisions of the Code of the Town of Groton, Chapter 198, the Earth 
Removal Stormwater Advisory Committee held the continuation of a public HEARING to 
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consider the application submitted by Routhier & Roper Gratuity Road, LLC, for approval of a 
Full Stormwater Management Permit to construct a 28-unit development (14 duplexes) for 
people 55 years old and older.  The proposed construction is located on Assessors Map 216, 
Parcel 47, 63 Gratuity Road. 
 
Design engineer Matt Waterman of LandTech Consultants, sent a letter dated March 26, 2025, 
requesting a continuation of the public hearing.  
 
Member Hanninen moved, and Delaney seconded, to continue the public hearing on May 6, 
2025, at 6:30 PM. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Valerio Property, 731 Martins Pond Road 
Abutters Jim Luening and Ann Bohan met with the Committee to express concerns that Mr. 
Valerio had not installed straw wattles along the edge of his driveway yet as required in the 
Stormwater Permit issued in April 2024. 
 
Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette said she received an email dated March 26, 2025, from 
Mr. Valerio stating: 
 

“I have decided with the final paving to add to that side of driveway 2”. Making it higher 
then now or other side so that I don’t rip it off with snow plowing.” 
 
“In the current state that driveway is now, through all of the seasons we have had. And 
your 3-4 inspections erosion has not been a problem so far. The water retention pond 
and grading area around it, has seemed to help correct.  Along with catch basin before 
street.” 
 
Thank you, Sergio A. Valerio 
 

 
Chairman Savage explained why pitching the driveway 2” is a better solution than installing a 
berm.  Chairman Savage also noted that Mr. Valerio has done many things to control runoff 
including installing a large drainage basin and two large catch basins – one at the top of the 
driveway and the other at the base of the driveway.  He has gone above and beyond what the 
Committee asked him to do. The proposed 2” pitch will work. 
 
Member Easom agreed and tried to explain how the pitch in the driveway would work. 
 
Mr. Luening said the plan submitted in April 2024 showed a berm and straw wattles. 
 
Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette said many applicants implement “field changes” during 
construction and let the Committee know.  This happens frequently with the Planning Board 
and Conservation Commission as well. 
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Heritage Landing, Cow Pond Brook Road 
Member Delaney said excess earth material from the water main construction on Chicopee 
Row to the high school is being deposited on the Heritage Land Comprehensive Permit 
development site on Cow Pond Brook Road.   
 
Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette said the removal of the excess material from the trench 
is exempt from Chapter 198 Stormwater Management By-law which states: 

A. Exemptions. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: 

(1) Work performed for normal maintenance or improvement of land in agricultural or forestry 
use; 

(2) The removal of hazardous trees; 

(3) Routine maintenance of vegetation and removal of dead or diseased limbs or trees 
necessary to maintain the health of cultivated plants, to control noxious weeds or vines in 

accordance with a Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) approved Forest 

Management Plan, or to remedy a potential fire or health hazard or threat to public safety; 

(4) Repair of individual sewage disposal systems serving a single- or two-family dwelling when 

required by the Board of Health for the protection of public health; 
 

(5) Normal maintenance of existing landscaping, gardens or lawn areas associated with a single- 
family dwelling, provided such maintenance does not include the addition of more than 100 

cubic yards of soil material, construction of any walls more than four feet in height, 

alteration of existing grades by more than two feet in elevation, or alteration of drainage 

patterns; 

(6) Construction of utilities other than drainage (gas, water, sewer, electric, telephone, etc.) that 
will not alter terrain or drainage patterns. 

 

 

The Board of Health received test results as required by the Board of Health Regulations 
Chapter 286 Hazardous Materials. She said she would forward the results to Committee 
members. 
 
Minutes 
Member Delaney moved, Hanninen seconded, to approve March 4, 2025, minutes. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.    Respectfully submitted, 

      
 

Michelle Collette 
Stormwater Inspector 


