EARTH REMOVAL STORMWATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025, 6:30 PM
MINUTES

Chairman Savage called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM

Members present:  Steven Savage, Tom Delaney, and Bob Hanninen

Members absent: George Barringer and Bruce Easom

Others present: Michelle Collette, Earth Removal Stormwater Inspector
Jim Luening and Ann Bohan

PUBLIC HEARING (con’t) - GRATUITY ROAD ESTATES

In accordance with the provisions of the Code of the Town of Groton, Chapter 198, the Earth
Removal Stormwater Advisory Committee held the continuation of a public to consider the
application submitted by Routhier & Roper Gratuity Road, LLC, for approval of a Full
Stormwater Management to construct a 28-unit development (14 duplexes) for people 55 years
old and older. The proposed construction is located on Assessors Map 216, Parcel 47, 63
Gratuity Road.

Design engineer, Matt Waterman of LandTech Consultants, presented revisions to the plan. He
noted that the new Floodplain Maps will be in effect in June or July 2025. The new maps place
an additional 8.2 acres of the property in the 100-year floodplain. The Conservation
Commission is concerned about the new delineation, so there will be no work in the floodplain
area. There are seven lots off Theresa Lane and seven lots off Gerard Lane with a duplex on
each lot.

Mr. Waterman said they would revise the plans to address the report, dated March 4, 2025,
from Nitsch Engineering. Gratuity Brook is at elevation 206 ft to 208 ft, and the brook stays
within its bank. Mr. Waterman said everything is below the floodplain elevation of 210.3 ft.
The proposed stormwater management system has not changed.

Member Delaney asked about the elevation of the Nashua River. Mr. Waterman said the high
elevation is at 207 ft.

Chairman Savage asked if the roads would be public. Mr. Waterman said, “no,” they would be
private and maintained by a homeowners’ association. He said they are hoping to donate the
restricted open space to the Conservation Commission.

Chairman Savage asked about basement elevations. Mr. Waterman said they are between 212
ft and 214 ft, which is well above the floodplain elevation.

Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette asked about the groundwater elevation. Mr. Waterman
said it is 2 ft to 3 ft below grade on Theresa Lane and 3 ft to 4 ft below on Gerard Lane.
Chairman Savage asked how they would control groundwater elevations during spring melt
with frozen ground conditions. Mr. Waterman said wicking trenches would be used during
winter conditions.
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Mr. Waterman said they would update the plans. He requested a continuation of the public
hearing. Member Delaney moved, and Hanninen seconded, to continue the public hearing on
April 1, 2025, at 6:30 PM.

Valerio Property, 731 Martins Pond Road

Abutters Jim Luening and Ann Bohan met with the Committee to express concerns that Mr.
Valerio had not installed straw wattles along the edge of his driveway yet as required.
Chairman Savage said the Committee should remind Sergio to install the straw wattles and berm
this spring.

Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette said she visits the site during or after every significant
rain and has not seen any erosion or runoff from the site whatsoever.

ANR Lots on Nashua Road
Member Delaney said there is runoff coming from Jim Casella’s ANR lots onto Nashua Road.
The Committee will ask Mr. Casella to work with his engineer to address the issue.

Heritage Landing, Cow Pond Brook Road

Member Delaney said excess earth material from the water main construction on Chicopee
Row to the high school is being deposited on the Heritage Land Comprehensive Permit
development site on Cow Pond Brook Road. The Committee will notify the contractor of its
concerns.

Stormwater Inspector Michelle Collette said the Board of Health is sending a letter regarding
the possible disposal of hazardous material in the gravel due to the PFAS contamination in the
well at the high school. Testing is required by the Board of Health Regulations Chapter 286
Hazardous Materials.

Minutes

Member Delaney moved, Hanninen seconded, to approve January 7, 2025, minutes. The
motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM. Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Collette
Stormwater Inspector



