Groton Community Preservation Plan 2021.-22,

9. CPA SUMMARY PROJECT FORM _ "y o B
[CPC Use Only: Date Received 1@/6??/5"’% By: T %;iw} hs
Assigned CPC #2023 - <A ] '

This form may be copied. Please type or print clearly, answer all questians, use "“N/A” if not
applicable. Use additional paper as needed.

1. a.) Applicant Name: Last Gualco First Nikolis
and Organizaﬁon(s) (lf appropriate) Grolon Conservation Commission

b.) Regional Project: Yes or No? If Yes, Town/Organization:

2. Submission Date;

3. Applicant Address: st 173 Main Street
i City/ State: Groton, MA 71p- 01450
4 ph #978-448-1106 Email: cOnservation@grotonma.gov

5. CPA Purpose. Check all that apply:
Community Housing: E;I Affordable Housing: |:l Historic Preservation*:i:[

QOpen Space: Recreation:

* As per MA General Law Chapter 44B, proposed historic projects that are not an the struciures
listed on the state’s registry of historic places require a defermination by the Groton Hisloric
Commission that the proposed project is of historic significance.

6. Project Location/Address: Priest Famiiy Conservation Area (Parcel 224-15.1)
7. Project Name: Priest Hill Open Field Habitat Restoration '

8. Community Preservation Plan Objectives - use codes from Section § to indicate all that apply:
OSRP: 9.1.2; 9.3.1; 9.3.3; 9.3.4 AND CPP 5.3

9. Project basic description: The Conservation Commission is requesting $29,050.00 to fund a wildlife

habitat project it is ptanning for the newly acquired Priest Family Conservation Area (Parcel 224-15.1).

The Commission has applied for a MassWildlife Habitat Grant and anticipates [earning if our proposat is

to be funded in November. In the event that the Habitat Grant comes through, this CPC propsal would be

withdrawn from consideration.

This request seeks funding for the initial one-time work of a larger long-range plan to restore the top of

a drumlin as open field and shrub habitat. Currently, the hill top is comprised of an approx. 5.3 acre

field {(a former orchard). The field is grassy with about 100 ees that were planted in the 1980s by the

former owner. Bittersweet (Celastrus orbicufatus) has overgrown most of the frees in the field, and many

of the trees in the forest edge along the western side of the field. Specifically, CPA monies would be

used fo fund the following:

1.) Control of Invasive bittersweet (phase 1} in the fall {2022). Bittersweet needs to be controlled in the

field and in the western forest edge;

2.) Remaval of all the trees in the field. This will open the field to more 'open meadow" conditions;

3.) Selective cutting of trees up to 50 feet inta the forest along the western edge of the field. This is

intended to create an ecotone (transition between vegetative communities {e.g., open meadow, mature

forest]). Ali tree cutting is intended to take place in the winter (2022-2023) to minimize impacts to the
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9. Continued - Project basic description: 'andscape.

4.) Treatment of bittersweet (phase 2) in the spring (2023) after the vine re-sprouts.

The proposal would held the Town meet the following goals of the 2019 Open Space and Recreation

Plan: "Strengthen partnerships between Groton Town committees, organizations, institutions,

neighboring communities, and state agencies; Protect wildlife habitat and contiguous greenway

corridors; Provide resources for effective open space stewardship; Promote public awareness of natural

resources and ecological issues; Plan and implement strategies for hazard mitigation."

This project will strengthen the partnership between the Conservation Commission and the Invasive

Species Committee. Volunteers from Invasive Species Committee can help the Commission keep the

invasive vegetation under control in the years following the activies described in this proposal. The

proposal will protect existing wildlife habitat and greatly augment the quality of available habitat for a

variety of wildlife species, including game and rare/protected species. The plan was created in

coordination with wildlife biologists from MA DFW. This project also represents the first time the

Commission has requested funding for a purpose like this and therefore this proposal represents a

potential means of funding future projects aimed at effectively stewarding open space in Groton. The

Commiission, in partnership with the Invasive Species Committee, intends to use this property as an

educational resource that will explore the complexities of habitat/ecosystem management. Finally, as

trees choked out by invasive Bittersweet pose safety hazards to the general public, this proposal will

mitigate hazardous conditions on public lands by removing infected trees that pose a risk of falling.

10. Applicant Signature: Date: /0:/2'9—/;1!

Co Applicant Signature: / Date:
S

Co Applicant Signature: Date:
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11.

CPA PROJECT APPLICATION FORM
[CPC Use Only; Date Rocelved > &l/ s By: &MVH‘" ‘e (I
Assigned CPC #2023~ <27% ]
If possible, use word processor to fill out form. Please answer alf guestions, use *N/A” If not
applicable,
1. a.) Applicarl Name and Organization: Last_Wheaﬂey, George _Firsi ‘
Organization(s} (if appropriate)Groton HistoryCetter and Historic Commission
b.) Regiona) Project; Yes[_I? or No[] If Yes, Town/Organization:
2, Submission Daterdanuary 11, 2022

3. Appllcant Address: st,172 Main Street
City/ State: Groton, MA 7ip:01450
4, Ph. #9784480092 Emai:Kara Fossey info.grotonhistory.org

5, CPA Purpose. Check aff that apply:
Commiunity Housing {Affordable HOHSI!’IQE]) Historle Preservatran*m Open Space:D

Recteation

* As par MA Beneral Lew Ghapler 448, proposed historic projects that are not on the structures
listed on the state's regisfry of historic places require a defermination by the Grolon Historie
Comimission that the proposed project fs of historic signiffcance.

6. Town Commitiee of hoards participating:Historlc Gommission
7. Project Localion/Address; 1 72 Main Street, groton
8. Project Name:Prescott Stone Project

9. Additional Responsible Partles (If applicable):

Role {spocify) Name Addréss Ph. (w} {cell) Emaif
Property/Site Owner  |(GHC 172 Main Street see #4 see #4
Project Manager Kara Fossey same same sameGeorge
Load Architect  |George Wheatley, 9784485620 wheat1940@d
Prqjact Contractor
Profact Consultants
Qlher:
Cther

10, As appropriate, indicate if proposal requires P&S agreement Deedzd
Opfion agreemant [Z] Other-describe: ,

11. a.) Assessor info. (map black/ lot f{s)): NA__ b.) Tax classification fype:
12. Permits required: Zoning: @ __ Historl Preservatlon:N0__Other :George Wheatley

18, Historic Commission Approval slgnoff (when required):Y€S . Date:

14. Funding: a.)Project Cost: $6000  Estimate: § Professional Quote: $

b.) Requested from' CPC: $ 6000 c.) Gommitted from other sources:$ Labor
d.} Annual antlsipated total income :$0 e.) Apnual anticipated total experise! $ 0

£,) Anticipatet! net ncorrie {loss): $ g.) Estimator name/company:

15, GGP Objectives - use codes from Section & to indicate all that apply:5.1.2

16. Project Timelines: Proposed Start Dateuly 2022 projected Complete Date:end of 2022

17, Estimated Delivery Date of Gompletion Report to cpgiDecember 2022
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18. Project description and explanatlon (attach addltional shegts as neaded); The Giaton History Genter

and George Whealley (Historic Commlssion) afe warking legether o provide a secure and slable selting

for the historical Prescott Stone. It will be localed at (ke Governor George Boutwell House In the slde yard,

protectad from wealher and available far viewing by Groton's cllizens, We inlend {o engage a professlanal

design firm such as a Landscape Architect or a firm that specializes in securing hislorical arlifacts to develop a plan.

We have someone who Is willing ta provide voluntesr labor to complele the project for Jess cost, Please see attached

article by Al Gollins and pholg of the stane.

19. Feasibility:

20. List of a!tachments:Aﬂl"k’ by Al Collins abaut moving the stone to The Grolen History Cenler praperly.

Photos of Stone

21. Addiiional Information;:

22, Management Plan: Rlcliard Chilcoal and Geédrge Whealley will secure bids for the deslgn partion of the Project,

After review and selection of the design p}ofessfonals; the Board of Groton History Gentar will vole to accept the

finlshed design. We wil purchéée mateﬁéfs and hire or use a volunteer jandscaper to complete the project, Kara Fosse

Dirgotor will coordinate actlvliles to ensure complefion and Michelle Colelte will oversee expenditures ta gnsure

they do nol go over budget and blils are pald.

23. Applicant Signature:
Co Applicant Signature:

Date: [H_l 21’2-
Date; L3 Miﬁ'ﬂ

Co Applicant Signaturs; Date;




A Stone Wit a Story
Al Gollins

I the late 26005, Jonas Prascott had a farm on the
northwesteriside of tadiy's Old Ayer Road, As most -
tabitants dld back in the aavly yaars'of @rofon, Jonas
mast likely clearad his flelds of vocks 8 stoiins and used
these stonas to bulld. boundary stonpwalls, I 15 betleved
lonas plamd 4 8tona In ona of his walls wll;h the Inserips
tloi I L6807, most lIkely marking the dage fie construct-
ed the wall, Asyeat’s passad, owiership of Janas' projirey
transferred to his grantson Olfver Prescott, it's ballavad
at some poink Olivar rebully thia wall and in dolng so, up
dated Jonag’ Ingeriptian by addii “Rebullt by O P 2784°,
Further on In tlie, the property trarnsfarvdd to Stuart
Park who inuist have carrled on the teadition of maintafn-
Iig thls wall an rabullt ik, Once agaln the inseription was
updated by adding “Rebuiit by S ) Park 1841,

In 1875 the property was canveyei from the Park Fam-
ily to Willayd Gileg, Willard decided to build a new barm an
hits propierty and In dong so nggitedd many stonds to bulld
a fountlation. There happéned to be perfact stones close
by In the akiove stonewall so Willgrd declded to use some
of these skorigs, Includlng the mscrlbed siona, to bulld the

barn foiindation, A nated Town Historian, D, Green, no- -,

tiéed the Inseribad stond mlssing and Immstigated what
Willard hod doie, [t was detérmingd, the stone Was riow

. part of the harn foundation o with the blessing of Willard
Glles, D Green anllstad the help of two masons who
spent two days taking down foundation walls until they
catne acrass the Prascott stane,

DF. Grosn Wantad to préderve this place of histaly, so it
was given to the son of James Lawrence fo bie placed Ina
storie wall at the awrénica Homstedd at the corfer of
Farmer's Row and Long Hill Rd, Thmugh the yaars trees
graw alonis the wall, Ona tree in purticular wrappad ke
roots arourid the stond forclig it to protrudé outward
froin the wall, As the Farmer’s Row gldewalks Ware Im-
praved, soll was placed aloig the sldes to ralse the grade,
covarlng thie Hoftom instylption on the stona, If nothing
ware to ha dona to save this staie, ftwould one day be
faca down, coviirad with dirt ang b gone foraver,

Tha Graton Wistorical Commisslon retantl yalsad con-
carh 0 thi LaWrence Family EState that this Z:Istﬂru, istone
could be broken or Jost ag the fordes of both.mian and ng-
tire take thelt toll, In working-oita solution, the Law-
renca Estatd graciously gn‘ted the Prescott stang o the
Commisslon with the stpuliition it kie plived githar at

‘Towh Hall o at the Graton Historipal Soulety. it was dacld-

i Y by '_?‘.-I'a e _-\J‘C;H.

(RO AR R

et the host
place toar
thilve this
stona would |
ba the His-  §
torlcal Socle- &2
ty's History  §
Genter with
the big ra-
malalng
quisstion
halng, how
do we ra-
move and
transport it,
without tle-
stroying this
plece of his-
tory.
At the dirgetion of George Wheatley and Michael
LaTerz, hoth members of the Historlcal Commisslan, Pater
Benadict and A Calling @mbarked on extracting the stone
from the wall, With much effort and 2 hours of hard work,
they weré able to remove the 600 pound stone and ma-
nauver It onté & wootlen pallet, ThIs was a great mila-
gtohi but now what? Peser happaried to ba In possession
of & pallet Jack, so it Wag declded Petar and Al would mus-
¢l thelrway up and down the slitewatks, long the 3/4
wite routé to thie History Centeron Maln Stréet, George
and Michag) stopped trafile as the stane made lts way
across the varlous Intersections, Orice.In front of Town
Hall, Peter and Al mugterad up What itle engrgy they liad
laift, pulled the patlat Jack as fast as they tould across
Mali & and up anto the driveway, rasting tha pallet onto
a grass avea of the History Canter,

As rmany may Kknow; to the rear of the History Center's
Boutwell Hauge, the Groton Businass Assoclation, along
with miny voluritéers, fias baen working higrd to créaté a

Geame Wtwmray andAl c‘aﬂms mnv!n iy the Pres-
ot Stong from Farmer’s Row to Ity new hume at
" the Boutwell Holé,

gardlen for the anjoyment of the genaral publlc. The Infa-

inaus Preseott stone will likely find & permunent resting
place within the public garden hacoinlig part of a stong-
wall maze, Everyang Is invited t velyntder in this public
effort to crante a serene place at the Histary Center’
wheta paopld can enjoy wildflowers with views of Glbbet
MY, ds well a4 o Stoné with a Story.

S S0







Groton Community Preservation Committee

173 Main Street
Groton, MA 01450

February 9, 2022
Dear Committee Members,

The Groton History Center is requesting CPA funds to be used 1o
permanently place and protect an unusual plece of Groton’s History called the
Prescott Stone.

Groton is rich in history but with every passing day, pieces of this rich
history unknowingly disappear. Groton is fortunate to have residents who realize
the importance of preserving the Town’s past while bringing it into the future for
generation to come. The Prescott Stone is a piece of this history that should be
protected and displayed in a public place for all to enjoy. The History Center
works tirclessly to serve the residents of Groton in protecting historic artifacts
relevant to Groton’s rich past such as this stone. A final resting place for the
Prescott Stone to be displayed would be perfect at the Groton History Genter but
unforfunately, to do so will take money to place and protect it properly.

| firmly support the use of CPA Funds to place and protect the Prescott
Stone at the Groton History Center.

Respectfully,
Al Collins

Ps...I've attached an article pertaining to the rescue of the Prescott Stone which
may have submitted with the History Center’s application but if not, enjoy reading

it.




A Stone with a Story

In the late 1600s, Jonas Prescott had a farm on the northwestern side of today’s
Old Ayer Road. As most inhabitants did back in the early years of Groton, Jonas
most likely cleared his fields of rocks & stones and used these stones to build
boundary stonewalls. It is believed Jonas place a stone in one of his walls with
the inscription “I P 1680, most likely marking the date he constructed the wall.
As years passed, ownership of Jonas’ property transferred to his grandson Oliver
Prescott. I's believed at some point Oliver rebuilt the wall and in doing so,
updated Jonas’ inscription by adding “Rebuilt by O P 1784”. Further on in time,
the property transferred to Stuart J Park who must have carried on the tradition of
maintaining this wall and rebuilt it. Once again the inscription was updated by
adding “Rebuilt by S J Park 1841,

In 1875 the property was convey from the Park Family to Willard Giles. Willard
decided to build a new barn on his property and in doing so needed many stones
to build a foundation. There happen to be perfect stones close by in the above
stonewall so Willard decided to use some of these stones, including the inscribed
stone, to build the barn foundation. A noted Town Historian, Dr. Green, noticed
the inscribed stone missing and investigated what Willard had done. It was
determined, the stone was now part of the barn foundation so with the blessing of
Willard Giles, Dr. Green enlisted the help of two masons who spent two days
taking down foundation walls until they came across the Prescott stone.

Dr. Green wanted to preserve this piece of history, so it was given to the son of
James Lawrence to be placed in a stone wall at the Lawrence Homestead at the
corner of Farmer's Row and Long Hill Rd. Through the years trees grew along
the wall. One tree in particular wrapped it's roots around the stone forcing it to
protrude outward from the wall. As the Farmer's Row sidewalks were improved,
soil was placed along the sides to raise the grade, covering the bottom inscription
on the stone. If nothing were to be done to save this stone, it would one day be
face down, covered with dirt and be gone forever.

The Groton Historical Commission recently raised concern to the Lawrence
Family Estate that this historic stone could be broken or lost as the forces of both
man and nature take their toll. In working out a solution, the Lawrence Estate
graciously gifted the Prescott stone to the Commission with the stipulation it be
placed either at Town Hall or at the Groton Historical Society. It was decided the
best place to archive this stone would be the Historical Society's History Center
with the big remaining question being, how do we remove and transport it,
without destroying this piece of history.

At the direction of George Wheatly and Michael Laterz, both members of the
Historical Commission, Peter Benedict and Al Collins embarked on extracting the
stone from the wall. With much effort and 2 hours of hard work, they were able to
remove the 600 pound stone and maneuver it onto a wooden pallet. This was a




great milestone but now what? Peter happen to be in possession of a pallet jack,
so it was decided Peter and Al would muscle their way up and down the
sidewalks, along the 3/4 mile route to the History Center on Main Street. George
and Michael stopped traffic as the stone made it's way across the various
intersections. Once in front of Town Hall, Peter and Al mustered up what little
energy they had left, pulled the pallet jack as fast as they could across Main St
and up onto the driveway, resting the pallet onfo a grass area of the History

Center.

As many may know, to the rear of the History Center's Boutwell House, the
Groton Business Association, along with many volunteers, have been working
hard fo create a garden for the enjoyment of the general public. The infamous
Prescott stone will likely find a permanent resting place within the public garden
becoming part of a stonewall maze. Everyone is invited to volunteer in this public
offort to create a serene place at the History Center where people can enjoy
wildflowers with views of Gibbet Hill, as well as, a Stone with a Story.




Community Preservation Committee
Groton Town Hall
Groton, MA 01450

Please accept this letter of support for the CPC application before you,
requesting funds to make a permanent place for the Prescott Stone on the
grounds of the Boutwell House.

The origin date of 1680, inscribed on the stone, makes this one of the oldest
artifacts of historical significance in the town of Groton.

The Boutwell House grounds would be the ideal location for the stone, in the
custody of The Groton History Center.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,
Michael F. LaTerz, February 9, 2022




Samiie [l

From: Carolyn Perkins <cperki297@gmail.com>
Sent: Manday, February 14, 2022 3:44 PM

To: Sammie Kul

Subject: Fwd: letter of support

Sammie, attached is a letter of support for the Prescott Stone Project, from Bobbie Spiegelman,
Carolyn

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Bobbie Spiegelman <bobbies7903 @gmail.com>
Date: February 13, 2022 at 9:35:20 AM EST

To: Carolyn Perkins <cperki287 @gmail.com>

Subject: letter of support

The Groton Historical Soclety is the appropriate repository for preserving the town’s history, Its focation
is central and prominent and as the town reimagines itself as a destination fown, its historical soclety
should be the intended interpreter/preserver of its past. When the Prescott stone marker was uncovered
and determined to be in a state of degradation, GHC was asked to consider sfting the stone on the
Boutwell property. With the reimagining of the back garden through the efforts of the Groton Business
Association, already-installed Groton Woman'’s Club bench and garden, and the award-winning Groton
Gorden Club designed space, the exterior of the property is perfect place to add another piece of history
to be prominently displayed,

Please consider funding to keep this precious piece of history in restored condition and visible for our
community to learn and appreciate.

Bobbie Spiegelman




Groton Historical Commission
173 Main St.
Groton, MA 01450

Community Preservation Committee
Groton Town Hall

Groton, MA 01450

February 15, 2022

Dear Mr. Chairman-

I’'m writing regarding the Groton History Center’s application for CPA funding. Please accept this
letter from the Groton Historical Commission (GHC) in support of CPC application 2023-03,

The Prescott Stone is one of Groton’s earlier artifacts. As a community, Groton was very
fortunate to find this stone again. It was being used as a main supporting stone in a decorative
stone wall on Farmer’s Row. The stone was relocated by members of the Groton Historical
Commission, and will now have a prominent place at the Groton History Center. This
application will provide the needed funding to ensure this artifact is properly preserved for
years to come,

The GHC strongly supports this funding proposal from the Groton History Center for $6,000.00.
This is clearly a worthwhile investment of CPA funds.

Sincerely,
Bob DeGroot

Chair
Groton Historical Commission




A Stone with a Story

In the late 1600s, Jonas Prescott had a farm on the northwestern side of today’s
Old Ayer Road. As most inhabitants did back in the early years of Groton, Jonas
most likely cleared his fields of rocks & stones and used these stones to build
boundary stonewalls. It is believed Jonas place a stone in one of his walls with
the inscription “1 P 1680”, most likely marking the date he constructed the wall.
As years passed, ownership of Jonas’ property transferred to his grandson Cliver
Prescott. It's believed at some point Oliver rebuilt the wall and in doing so,
updated Jonas’ inscription by adding “Rebuilt by O P 1784”, Further on in time,
the property transferred to Stuart J Park who must have carried on the tradition of
maintaining this wall and rebuilt it. Once again the insctiption was updated by
adding “Rebuilt by S J Park 1841”.

In 1875 the property was convey from the Park Family to Willard Giles. Willard
decided to build a new barn on his property and in doing so needed many stones
to build a foundation. There happen to be perfect stones close by in the above
stonewall so Willard decided to use some of these stones, including the inscribed
stone, to build the barn foundation. A noted Town Historian, Dr. Green, noticed
the inscribed stone missing and investigated what Wiltard had done. It was
determined, the stone was now part of the barn foundation so with the blessing of
Willard Giles, Dr. Green enlisted the help of two masons who spent two days
taking down foundation walls until they came across the Prescott stone.

Dr. Green wanted to presetve this piece of history, so it was given to the son of
James Lawrences to be placed in a stone wall at the Lawrence Homestead at the
corner of Farmer's Row and Long Hill Rd. Through the years trees grew along
the wall. One tree in particular wrapped it's roots around the stone forcing it to
protrude outward from the wall. As the Farmer’s Row sidewalks were improved,
soil was placed along the sides to raise the grade, covering the bottom inscription
on the stone. If nothing were to be done to save this stone, it would one day he
face down, covered with dirt and be gone forever.

The Groton Historical Commission recently raised concern to the Lawrence
Family Estate that this historic stone could be broken or lost as the forces of hoth
man and nature take their toll. In working out a solution, the Lawrence Estate
graciously gifted the Prescott stone to the Commission with the stipulation it be
placed either at Town Hall or at the Groton Historical Society. It was decided the
best place to archive this stone would be the Historical Society’s History Center
with the big remaining question being, how do we remove and transport it,
without destroying this piece of history.

At the direction of George Wheatly and Michael Laterz, both members of the
Historical Commission, Peter Benadict and Al Collins embarked on extracting the
stone from the wall. With much effort and 2 hours of hard work, they were able to
remove the 600 pound stone and maneuver it onto a wooden pallet. This was a



great milestone but now what? Peter happen to be in possession of a pallet jack,
so it was decided Peter and Al would muscle their way up and down the
sidewalks, along the 3/4 mile route to the History Center on Main Street. George
and Michael stopped traffic as the stone made it's way across the various
intersections. Once in front of Town Hall, Peter and Al mustered up what little
energy they had left, pulled the pallet jack as fast as they could across Main St
and up onto the driveway, resting the pallet onto a grass area of the History
Center.

As many may know, to the rear of the History Center's Boutwell House, the
Groton Business Association, along with many volunteers, have been working
hard to create a garden for the enjoyment of the general public. The infamous
Prescott stone will likely find a permanent resting place within the public garden
becoming part of a stonewall maze. Everyone is invited to volunteer in this public
effort to create a serene place at the History Center where people can enjoy
wildflowers with views of Gibbet Hill, as well as, a Stone with a Story.



Jonas Prescott

Jonas Prescott settled in Groton, Massachusetts. He, or his father for him, built the mill
in the south part of Groton, now within the limits of Harvard, and is still called the ‘old
mill." At a town meeting held in Groton, 19 November 1673, it was voted that By
agreement of the town Jonas Prescott is to grind the town's corn for the town every
second and every sixth day in every week.' At a town meeting at Groton, 13 June 1681,
liberty was granted to Jonus Prescott to set up his corn mill at Stony Brook. An
agreement between Jonas Prescott and the town of Groton that he, the said Prescott,
have liberty to set up a saw mill at Stony brook on conditions that he furnish the town
with merchantable boards at six pence a hundred (feet) cheaper than they are sold at
any other saw mill, and for town pay, and that the town be supplied before any other
person. (This priviledge was to continue or cease at the pleasure of the town.) John
Prescott bought lands in Groton until he became one of the largest landholders in the
town. He was also a blacksmith. The town of Groton, being in great want of a
blacksmith, invited Jonas Prescott to remove to near the center of the town to a lot of
land which the town voted to give him as an inducement. He accepted the invitation and
built a house and shop on said lot (lying on the east side of James' brook, so called),
and removed there in 1675, To be found on a large stone in a wall which encloses this
farm can be seen an inscription (visible in 1866) |. P. 1680 Rebuilt by Q. P. 1784 Rebuilt
by 8. J. Park 1841 The I. P. is for Jonas Prescott. Upon the resettlement of the town,
after its destruction by the Indians in 1676, he built mills and a forge for the manufacture
of the iron from the ore at Forge Valley (so called), which was then in Groton, but now in
Westford. He was a man of extensive influence. He was town clerk in 1691; a
selectman for several years; represented the town in the General Assembly in 1699 and
1705; was also captain in the militia and justice of the peace. He maintained an
elevated rank in the community. Source: 'The Prescott Memorial', William Prescott,
1870, p 42-44, From findagrave.com: Birth: Jun 30 1648, Groton,
Middiesex Co, MA, USA Death: Dec 31 1723, Groton, Middlesex Co, MA, USA ¢1680,
blacksmith & Groton landholder Jonas Prescott (b 1648), son of John (1605-1681) &
Mary Prescott, built 1st iron works in nearby Forge Village & began its 300-yr history of
industrial activity, He lived w/wife Mary (L.oker) (1653-1735) at SW corner of Pine &
Town Farm Rds. He mined bog-ore in Groton to be smelted into iron at mill site on
Stony Brook. Iron was used for making candlesticks, farm tools & household items such
as irons according to local historian Gordon Seavey's 1988 local news article on
influence of Stony Brook. Mr Prescott might also have operated grist mill at outflow of
Forge Pond at this time according to town histories of Westford & Chelmsford. Some of
his descendants who influenced development of town are town clerk Jonas Prescott Jr
(1678-1750) & his wife Thankiul Wheeler (1682-1716), Jonas Prescott Il (1701-1784) &
his wife Esther Spalding (1705-1730) & Lt Jonas Prescott (1727-1813). (Info from
Westfords Historic Commission) Children: Jonas Prescott (1678-1750) James Prescott
(1684-1704) Susanna Prescott Lawrence (1691-1771) Buriat: Old Burying Grd, Groton,

Middiesex Co, MA, USA
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