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COMMISION ON ACCESSIBILITY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026, at 2:00 PM
DRAFT MINUTES

Chairman Robert Fleischer called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Members present:	Robert Fleischer, Judy Anderson, Lynne Pistorino, Tom Pistorino, Alan Taylor, and Lois Young
Others present:	ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette

TOWN MEETING DISCUSSION
The Committee discussed the use of closed captions with a large television screen at Town Meeting. Everyone appreciated the work done by Ashley Doucette of the Groton Channel and the Town’s IT Department to find a solution.  Several other Town Meeting attendees made very positive comments about the closed captions.  Approximately eight people sat in the reserved area.

ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette said there are a few improvements to consider for the next Town Meeting:

· The font of the closed captions should be larger.
· The front row is too close to the screen.
· It should be made clear that the reserved seats include companion seating.

Member Lois Young said she wished we had audio equipment with headphones, like what is used at First Parish Church.

PROGRAMS
Member Judy Anderson suggested holding a program at the Groton Senior Center to address the needs of people with disabilities.

Member Lois Young said there is an organization called, “Visions of Independence” for people with low vision.  Members agree that we should invite them to do a program.

NEW MEMBER
Michelle Collette said Betsy Tannebring, who is a nurse and has a son with mobility issues, is interested in being appointed to the Commission on Accessibility.
The motion was made by Judy Anderson, seconded by Lois Young, to recommend that the Select Board appoint Betsy Tannebring to the Commission.  The motion passed unanimously.

CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS
ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette said someone expressed concerns about the rest rooms at the Senior Center because they are either only women or only for men with multiple stalls.  She suggested that the Senior Center consider installing a new single stall, handicapped accessible rest room with a baby changing table for people who may need assistance.  Such restrooms are in hospitals and medical offices.  They are often designated as “family” or “companion”  restrooms.

The motion was made by Tom Pistorino, seconded by Judy Anderson, to recommend that the Council of Aging look into installing such a restroom.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 2 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM			Respectfully submitted,


Michelle Collette, ADA Coordinator 
