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COMMISION ON ACCESSIBILITY
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026, at 2:00 PM
DRAFT MINUTES

Chairman Robert Fleischer called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Members present:	Robert Fleischer, Judy Anderson, Lynne Pistorino, Tom Pistorino, Alan Taylor, and Lois Young
Others present:	ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette, Housing Coordinator Fran Stanley, Executive Director of the Groton and Ayer Housing Authorities Ken Martin

COMPLAINT REGARDING PETAPAWAG HOUSING
The Committee met with representatives from the Groton Housing Authority and from the Tenants Advisory Board about lack of accessibility at the Petapawag housing development at 19 Lowell Road.  The project was constructed prior to the adoption of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Ken Martin said he is working with the Groton Housing Authority to correct a number of accessibility issues.  He said they have hired an architect to identify problems and recommend improvements.  He said they are installing automatic door openers.  They realize there is not enough parking available at the site.  

Ken Martin said the Ayer Housing Authority has used Community Preservation (CPC) funds to install an elevator. Fran Stanley said Ken is very resourceful at finding solutions to problems.

Resident Jack Damon said he did not know about the Groton Housing Authority meeting about replacing furniture in the lobby.  He said they have a robo-call system and asked why the residents were not informed about the meeting.

Member Tom Pistorino suggested that they hire a contractor for the work to be done at the site.  

ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette suggested that the Groton Housing Authority contact the Northeast Independent Living Program (NILP)about doing a Self-Evaluation-Transition Plan and needs assessment.  She said the Town used the NILP to evaluate Town-owned buildings, parks, and playgrounds.

TOWN MEETING CONCERNS
The Committee discussed plans to use closed captions with a large television screen at Town Meeting.  Ashley Doucette of the Groton Channel and the Town’s IT Department have been very resourceful in helping to create a solution for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Member Tom Pistorino suggested that the Committee do a survey asking for suggestions on how to improve Town Meeting and that we place an ad in the Groton Herald.

MINUTES
The motion was made by Judy Anderson, seconded by Tom Pistorino, to approve the minutes of March 11, 2026.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 2 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM			Respectfully submitted,


Michelle Collette, ADA Coordinator 
