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COMMISION ON ACCESSIBILITY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026, at 2:00 PM
MINUTES

Chairman Robert Fleischer called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Members present:	Robert Fleischer, Judy Anderson, Lynne Pistorino, and Tom Pistorino
Members absent:	Alan Taylor and Barbara Rich 
Others present:	ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette and Groton Channel Program Director Ashley Doucette

HEARING CONCERNS – CLOSE CAPTIONS
Program Director of the Groton Channel, Ashley Doucette updated the Commission on providing close captions for programs broadcast on the Groton Channel.  She said they received a grant in the amount of $2000 from Mass Access  to provide close captions.  She said she requested $3700 in the FY 2027 budget to cover the close captions for one year.  This does not include sports or outside programs that are broadcast on the Groton Channel.

TOWN MEETING CONCERNS
Ashley Doucette said they do not have a solution yet for Town Meeting, for people with difficulty hearing or with low vision.  She said they could use close captions because they broadcast live on the Groton Channel, but there is a two-minute delay.

Judy Anderson said people may have to sit in the front of the auditorium to read the close captions.  The Committee discussed reserving seats in the front for people who needed to be closer to the screen to read the close captions. Ashley Doucette said audio descriptions will be required in the future. Another idea would be to have a television close to the stage.

Tom Pistorino said people can also bring their own IPad or cell phone to watch the broadcast of Town Meeting on their own device.

PARK COMMISSION – CPC APPLICATION 
Michelle Collette said Park Commission Chair, Mary Jennings, asked if the Commission on Accessibility would write a letter of support to the Community Preservation Committee for the application for substantial improvements to the Cow Pond Brook Road playing fields. 

Judy Anderson said the proposed parking should be in different locations.  She had concerns about the proposed walking path for people with disabilities.

The motion was made by Tom Pistorino, seconded by Lynne Pistorino, to ask that the Park Commission attend the Commission on Accessibility’s next meeting and present the plans before the Commission on Accessibility could vote on a recommendation.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEW MEMBER
The motion was made by Judy Anderson, seconded by Lynne Pistorino, to recommend that the Select Board appoint Lois Young to the Commission.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026, at 2 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM			Respectfully submitted,



Michelle Collette, ADA Coordinator 
