COMMISSION ON ACCESSIBILITY
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025, at 2:00 PM
MINUTES

Chairman Robert Fleischer called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM at the Groton Senior Center.

Members present:  Robert Fleischer, Judy Anderson, Lynne Pistorino, and Tom Pistorino

Members absent: Alan Taylor and Barbara Rich

Others present: ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette and Groton Channel Program Director
Ashley Doucette

HEARING CONCERNS - CLOSE CAPTIONS

The Committee met with Program Director of the Groton Channel, Ashley Doucette, to talk
about close captioning all programs broadcast on the Groton Channel. She said the Cable
Advisory Committee did not receive the grant to provide close captions for all in-house
productions. The Committee will put the request for $3700 in its FY 2027 Budget, with the
understanding that close captions may be a legal requirement in future years. She also said
audio descriptions may be needed in the future to accommodate people with vision problems.

Member Tom Pistorino said there are many technology scams, so we should proceed with
caution.

Chairman Fleischer said the Commission on Accessibility could support the request for funding
in the budget with the Select Board and Finance Committee. Ashley Doucette said the Groton
Channel is also looking for sponsors. ADA Coordinator Michelle Collette said we should inquire
about potential funding from the Commissioners of Trust Funds.

Member Tom Pistorino said the Commission on Accessibility should do a survey to see whether
people are interested in having close captions. Ashley Doucette said the survey could be on the
Groton Channel’s website.

NEW MEMBERS
The Committee discussed finding people to fill the vacancies on the Committee. Several names
were mentioned.

The Committee decided to meet at the Senior Center because the building is more accessible.
Additionally, the COA van will provide transportation for those who need it.

MINUTES
Judy Anderson moved to approve the minutes of June 11, 2025, Tom Pistorino seconded. The

motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Collette, ADA Coordinator



