Groton Cable Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes for: 6/17/26

In Attendance:
In Attendance:
Cable Committee Members: Russ Harris, John Macleod, Janet Sheffield & Eric Fischer
Other:
Program Director - Ashley Doucette

Called to Order At: 4:39 PM

Meeting Minutes:
Russ made a motion to approve the minutes of May 20th, 2026. Eric seconded. The motion
passed unanimously.

General Updates:

* The folding wagon has been a big help in transporting equipment in/out of the studio and to/
from events.

* The new LED lighting kit is working well. It has already been checked out several times by
one of our college students.

* Graduation week was a success. There have been lots of views on the Graduation Ceremony
and on the Senior Walk video.

Discussion - Progress on Charter/Spectrum Franchise Renewal

There has been no further contact from Charter. Ashley is planning on following up with them in
the middle of July if she still hasn’t heard anything by then.

As a part of this agenda item, Ashley did also highlight the most recent cable subscriber count
numbers that had come in and reported on the continuing decline in subscribers and revenue
across the state.

Discussion - Update on Closed Caption Funding and Other Upcoming
Accessibility Requirements

Ashley let the committee know that she is holding off on the purchase of the Macbook NEO to
be used for captions until the start of the new Fiscal Year as to not conflict with the end-of-year
warrant schedules.

Russ asked about the possibility of hearing aid devices for Town Meeting and Town Hall. Ashley
agreed to start having these conversations with the Commission on Accessibility, IT, and others.



Discussion - 2026 Summer Internship Program

The committee reviewed the four applications received for the 2026 Summer Internship
Program. While the committee liked all candidates, it was determined that the three spots should
go to the three candidates who have not yet participated in the program previously.

Once voted upon, Ashley will inform the applicants of their status and begin coordinating their
schedules.

VOTE: Janet made a motion to accept the three successful candidates for the 2026 Summer
Internship Program. Russ seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Purchase Request - WD 24TB Elements Desktop External Hard Drive

Ashley asked the committee to approve a request of up to $1,000 for the purchase of a WD 24TB
Elements Desktop USB 3.2 Gen 1 External Hard Drive. The cost of the unit is currently $975.09
but a request of up to $1,000 would allow for any fluctuation in price or unexpected costs when
purchasing.

This purchase would be paid for using the Equipment Grant funding provided by Verizon and
Charter.

The possibility of purchasing two drives was discussed, as prices for hard drives have been
growing higher, but ultimately it was decided that one unit would be sufficient for the time being.
VOTE: Janet made a motion to approve up $1,000 for the purchase of a WD 24TB Elements
Desktop USB 3.2 Gen 1 External Hard Drive. Eric seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Next Meeting is planned for Wednesday, July 15th at 4:30 PM and is currently
planned as hybrid meeting.

Meeting Adjourned at: 5:43 PM



