Groton Cable Advisory Committee
via Internet Conference

Meeting Minutes for: 1/23/25

In Attendance:
In Attendance:
Cable Committee Members: John Macleod, Russ Harris, Neil Colicchio,
and Janet Sheffield

Other:
Program Director - Ashley Doucette

Called to Order At: 4:41 PM

Meeting Minutes:
The meeting minutes of October 24th, 2024 were deferred to the next regularly scheduled
meeting.

Neil made a motion to approve the minutes of November 21st, 2024. Janet seconded. It passed
by a vote of 3-0 with Russ abstaining as he was not a member of the Committee at the time of
the November meeting.

General Updates:

* Ashley is still waiting to receive a draft contract for the Franchise Agreement with Charter.
This should be sent within the coming weeks.

* A new legislative session has begun at the State House and the “streaming bill” has new
reference numbers: HD326 and SD399. MassAccess will be hosting a webinar on February
11th titled “Sustaining Progress for the New Mass Legislative Session.

* Thanks to the new Superintendent and the new School Committee Communications Sub-
Committee, there has been much more collaboration between the school district and the studio.
Ashley has been helping to produce “Staff Spotlight” videos while Noah is working on
producing new “Superintendent Update” segments with Dr. Bruno.

* Neil had asked at the last meeting if was possible for a show producer to sponsor their own
show - not just the channel website. Ashley had spoken to the Town Accountant to check and
has been informed that it is acceptable.

* There are some new shows in the works - including one focused on businesses.



* The studio will be collaborating with the Screenwriter’s Club at the High School to host a
(shortened) Basic Video Production workshop - helping them bring their scripts to life.

* The Annual Town Report is due on February 3rd. Ashley updated last year’s report to highlight
new production numbers and inform residents of new features - including the HD channel for
Verizon customers.

Discussion - 2024 Yearbook Advertisement

The committee continued their discussion on the purchase of an advertisement for The Groton
Channel in the 2025 GDRHS yearbook.

After purchasing half-page ads for many years, the committee had decided to purchase a full-
page ad in 2024.

Discussion at the last meeting had centered around the cost and whether a committee member
may be able to donate the funds to pay for the ad.

After some further discussion on the cost and potential impact of the ad, it was decided that a
half-page ad would be purchased for this year at the cost of $250.

VOTE: Janet moved to approve $250 for the purchase of an ad in the 2025 High School
yearbook. Russ seconded. It passed by a vote of 4-0.

Purchase Request - MassAccess Annual Membership Dues ($100)

Ashley asked the committee to approve a request of $100 to pay for the annual MassAccess
membership dues.

VOTE: Janet moved to approve $100 to pay for the annual MassAccess membership dues.
Neil seconded. It passed by a vote of 4-0.

Purchase Request - MotionArray Subscription Renewal ($239.88)

Ashley asked the committee to approve a request of $240 to pay for the renewal of the
MotionArray subscription used for graphics, music, etc. as the current plan is set to expire on
February 15th, 2025.

VOTE: Neil moved to approve $240 to pay for the renewal of the studio’s MotionArray
subscription. Janet seconded. It passed by a vote of 4-0.

Next Meeting is planned for Thursday, February 27th at 4:30 PM and is currently
planned to be held in person. Ashley will follow up with members as the next meeting
date approaches to see if there is a need/desire to host the meeting on Zoom.

Meeting Adjourned at: 5:43 PM



