
Groton Cable Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes for: 5/9/15  
TV Studio Groton-Dunstable Regional High School 
 
In Attendance: 
Cable Committee Members: Chairperson Dave Melpignano, Robert Piche, Jane 
Bouvier, Neil Colicchio, and Janet Sheffield.  
 
Others: High School Principal Michael Mastrullo and Program Director Bob Colman 
 
Called to Order At: 9:49AM 
 
Bills: Committee Members reviewed and signed the bills for the month. 
 
Meeting Minutes: Janet made a motion to accept the minutes from 4/18/15. 
Seconded by Robert, the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Discussion Item – High School Videography Position: High School Principal Michael 
Mastrullo addressed the Cable Committee to see if there was a possibility of funding 
the Videography teaching position for the coming Fall semester. The School is not 
able to fund the position. The Cable Committee would like to see the position 
maintained, but felt the funding mechanism should come from somewhere else.  
 
Vote - Neil made a motion that the Committee members look into alternate funding 
sources. Jane seconded. It passed unanimously. 
 
Action Item: Committee members will look into funding sources for next meeting. 
 
General Update:  

- The 48 Hour Film Project was successfully completed again this year 
- Charter will stay Charter now that the Comcast/Time Warner merger fell 

through. 
- The Town Meeting Articles related to the changeover to an Enterprise Fund 

passed without a problem. 
 
Discussion Item – Political Programming Policy: Janet and Robert offered their 
draft of a political programming policy. There was some concern expressed by the 
Town Clerk that it could be perceived as a conflict of interest by the State Ethics 
Commission. The committee will look into it. 
 
Action Item: Neil will check with the State Ethics Commission regarding the 
Political Programming Policy. 
 
Discussion Item – Letter from John Ellenberger and Russ Harris. The letter 
expressed concerns about the length of time Dave has been Chair of the Committee 
and the potential conflicts of interest given his position on the Committee. No one 



felt there was an issue with Dave being the Chair, and he stated that he has filled out 
disclosure forms with the State Ethics Commission for anything that might be 
perceived as a conflict. Dave responded with a personal letter. The Committee also 
asked Neil to draft something on their behalf letting John and Russ know they are 
aware of the situation. 
 
Action Item: Neil will draft a brief letter on behalf of the Committee. 
 
Purchase Requests: No purchase requests. 
 
 
Other: 
The next meeting is planned for June 6th. 
 
 
At 11:52AM, Robert made a motion to adjourn the meeting seconded by Janet; there 
was no further discussion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  
 
 
  


