
Groton Cable Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 1/6/10 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were members Dave Melpignano, Dorothy 
Davis, and Janet Sheffield.  Also present was Access Director Bob Colman. 
 
MINUTES: 
 

Minutes for December 14, 2009 were unanimously approved by the committee.  
 
GENERAL UPDATE:   
 

Introduction of New Production Assistant:  Bob introduced the committee to George 
Cox, who spoke with members about some of his ideas for programming, including a possible 
talent show similar to the one he produced in Manchester, NH.   

 
New Saturday Hours:  The studio will now be open on Saturdays from 10-4, part of 

George’s regular hours,  to allow volunteers to access the studio then to work on production 
or pick up and return equipment. 

 
New Intern:  Cable access has a new high school intern, Nick Collichio, who will be 

working 30 hours a week. 
 
CHARTER RENEWAL:  
 
 In order to open negotiations with Charter, the group plans to draft a letter to Charter 
telling them we wish to begin negotiations in the informal model.  Dave agreed to draft the 
letter with Dorothy’s help.  Dorothy will contact Bill Hewig of the town’s law firm (Kopelman 
and Paige) and seek his advice on how to proceed, asking him whether there are any new laws 
the committee should be aware of. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST:   
 

Dave is planning to take the necessary online test soon.  Dorothy and Janet have already 
done so and submitted a certificate to the Town Clerk. 
 
ACCOUNTS AS OF 11/30/09: 
 
Bob indicated that the below accounts include the first Verizon payment, with the next 
Charter installment expected in March: 
 
Main Account:   $155,717.77 



Equipment Grant:       24,542.26 
Sponsorship Acct:         2,080.69 
 
PURCHASE REQUESTS: 
 
Per Bob’s request, Dorothy moved to spend up to $110 for upgrading George’s computer with 
additional memory and wireless.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
OTHER:   
 
The committee discussed recruiting one or two additional members.  Dorothy will contact 
Scott Stathis and Bob plans to speak with John Llodra. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wed., January 27, at 7:15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Sheffield, secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


