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Date:     Monday, August 5, 2019 

Time:     7:00 PM 

Location:     1st Floor Meeting Room, Groton Town Hall, 173 Main Street 

Members Present:   Jason Weber, Chairman; Dr. Susan Horowitz, Member; Robert Fleischer, 

Member; Ira Grossman, Nashoba Associated Board of Health Agent 

Others Present: Sammie Kul; Chris MacKenzie from Ducharme & Dillis 
  
 
Chairman Weber called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
44 FARMERS ROW – Septic Design System Variance Request 
 
Chris MacKenzie of Ducharme & Dillis presented on behalf of property owner, the Lawrence 
Homestead Trust and requested the following variances for 44 Farmers Row: 
 
Local Regulation Variances: 
 

1. Section 315-1(A): Two percolation tests must be performed to prove suitable primary and 
reserve areas. 
(Only 1 percolation test performed in area adjacent to the primary disposal area) 

 
2. Section 3145-1(E): There must be a minimum of five feet of pervious material between the 

bottom of the leaching facility and the estimated seasonal high ground water table. 
 (4-foot separation is proposed) 
 
Ira Grossman has no objections.  The proposed system is comprised of two tanks and a pump 
chamber.  Brief discussion ensued regarding testing results and system details. 
 
Mr. MacKenzie confirmed with the current homeowners that they did not have any plans of turning 
this 11 bedroom property into a condo.  Mr. Grossman will notate on the septic permit if the 
requested variances are approved that this was approved for a single family home. 
 
An abutter from 79 Long Hill Road was present at the meeting.  Mr. Grossman informed the abutter 
that there are no anticipated impacts to the abutter’s property given the proposed plans.  
Chairman Weber offered an overview of how the proposed system would work and why this would 
be a significant improvement compared to the existing system. 
 
Robert Fleischer moved to accept the variances as presented subject to the following BOH 
Standard Conditions:  
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1) The applicant must submit any proposed change in the above referenced plans to the 
Board of Health for its review and approval before the change is implemented. 

 
2) The applicant is responsible for obtaining any other permits (including but not limited to) 

those required by the Select Board, Conservation Commission, Building Inspector, DPW 
Director, Planning Board, Stormwater Advisory Committee, and Zoning Board of Appeals.  

 
3) Any construction (or related activity) within 100 ft of a wetland or resource protection area 

requires approval of the Groton Conservation Commission. 
 

4) It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the contents of this approval are made 
known to all contractors who perform work at this site. 
 

5) It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact Dig Safe prior to the commencement of any 
work at the site. 
 

6) For Failed Systems: 
Compliance with Title 5 shall be within 2 years from the date of the sewage disposal system 
failure  unless otherwise ordered to “upgrade” at a sooner date.  The applicant must 
comply with the requirements of Title 5 for a “failed” system pursuant to section 15.305.   

 
7) Any change in use or increased sewage flow is not to be made without prior approval of 

the Board of Health and any other applicable Board or Commission. 
 

8) The existing 11-bedroom single family house is to remain an 11-bedroom single family 
house with no increase in the number of bedrooms, unless expansion plans are reviewed 
and approved by the Groton Board of Health.   
 

9) This variance shall not be in effect until the Notice of Board of Health Decision is recorded 
at the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds.  Evidence of such recording shall be submitted 
to the Board of Health by the applicant. 

 
Dr. Susan Horowitz seconded and the motion carried 3:0 
 
 
113 MILL STREET – Discussion of Noncompliance for Innovative System Contract 
 
Ira Grossman provided brief background to Board members.  Non-Compliance notice was mailed 
to the home owner at 113 Mill Street on July 15, 2019 regarding a suspension of the required 
maintenance and service contract for their Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems JET unit. 
 
The contract is no longer valid and there has been no response from the home owner regarding 
the status of where things stand.  Brief discussion ensued regarding options for next steps. 
 
The Board requested that a follow up letter be sent via certified mail and that Mr. Grossman 
contact the home owner by phone to inform the home owner of the pending circumstances.  
Home owner will be asked to provide response with next course of action or otherwise appear 
before the Board at the next meeting to discuss if they are unable to comply.  Failure to respond 
may result in an issuance of an order to comply. 
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NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
 
The Board reviewed the meeting minutes dated July 15, 2019.  Chairman Weber had one 
grammatical edit. 
 
Dr. Susan Horowitz moved to accept the meeting minutes dated July 15, 2019 as amended.  Robert 
Fleischer seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 
INVOICES 
 
Board members reviewed and signed permits. 
 
 
CONSIDER A BYLAW THAT WOULD BAN THE USE OF POLYSTYRENE FOOD SERVICE CONTAINERS 
 
The Select Board forwarded the attached correspondence for the Board of Health’s 
consideration. 
 
Brief discussion ensued regarding whether this request should be treated as a new bylaw endorsed 
by the Board of Health that the Town may vote on or if it is something that should be proposed as 
a new Board of Health regulation. 
 
Chairman Weber will contact the Board of Health liaison on the Select Board and ask them to 
provide more context regarding this request so they may make an informed decision. 
 
 
Dr. Susan Horowitz moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 p.m.  Robert Fleischer seconded and the 
motion carried. 
 
 
Minutes by Sammie Kul. 
 
APPROVED:  September 16, 2019 
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Sammie Kul

From: Mark Haddad
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2019 10:17 AM
To: Sammie Kul
Cc: Dawn Dunbar; John Giger
Subject: Ban on Polystyrene Containers
Attachments: 20190801111009970.pdf

Good Morning Sammie: 
 
At the regularly scheduled meeting of the Select Board held on Monday, July 29th, the Board voted unanimously to 
request that the Board of Health consider a bylaw that would ban the use of polystyrene food service containers in the 
Town of Groton. 
 
To assist the Board in their consideration of this request, I am attaching to this email some relative information for your 
use. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns. 
 
Mark 
 
 
Mark W. Haddad 
Town Manager 
Town of Groton 
173 Main Street 
Groton, MA   01450 
(978) 448-1111 
FAX:  (978) 448-1115 
mhaddad@townofgroton.org 
 
 


















