
                    
MEETING MINUTES        

Ap p roved            
De c e m be r 3 , 2 0 0 7             

Town Hall, Grot on , Mas s ac hus e t t s 0 1 4 5 0  

Boa rd of Hea lth Mem bers Pres en t :  
J a s on Weber , Ch a irm a n ; Dr . Su s a n Horowitz, Rober t Ha n n in en  

Oth ers Pres en t :  
Debra Bu tch er ; Ira Gros s m a n , R.S.  

Meet in g Ca lled to Order :  
Ch a irm a n Weber ca lled th e m eet in g to order a t 7 :30pm .  

Min u tes :  
Th e Boa rd a m en ded th e m in u tes of Novem ber 5 , 2007 .  

Sep t ic Perm its Sign ed / Approved :  
Non e s u bm it ted  

Bills Sign ed / Approved :  
*Den n is K. Bu rke, In c.-$92 .14  
*Den n is K. Bu rke, In c.-$93 .85  
*Globa l Mon tello Grou p-$171 .41  
*Globa l Mon tello Grou p-$1760 .75  
*Groton Elect r ic Ligh t Dep t .-$160 .90  
*Groton Elect r ic Ligh t Dep t .-$28 .26  
*Ma t Mor ton Sep t ic Service-$490 .00  
*Ver izon (SW)-$19 .72  
*Groton Hera ld -$45 .00  
*Ver izon (BOH)-$40 .26  

Pu b lic Hea r in g – Ou tdoor Wood Fu rn a ce Bu rn in g Regu la t ion s

 

Pres en t : See a t ta ch ed .  

Th e pu b lic h ea r in g wa s con t in u ed from Novem ber 5 , 2007 wh ere th e Boa rd in s t ru cted 
Hea lth Agen t Ira Gros s m a n to m eet with s om e of th e a u d ien ce to d is cu s s th eir con cern s 
with th e p ropos ed regu la t ion s .  

He repor ted th a t h e m et with th e in teres ted pa r t ies a n d s ta ted th a t on e of th eir con cern s 
wa s th e exis t in g bu rn ers a n d h ow th e p ropos ed regu la t ion s wou ld a ffect th em .  He s a id 
th a t th e wa y th e regu la t ion s were wr it ten , it wou ld be d ifficu lt for th os e res iden ts with 
in s ta lled u n its to m eet th em . He s u gges ted th a t th e Boa rd con s ider “gra n dfa th er in g” th e 
exis t in g u n its for loca t ion a n d con s t ru ct ion .  Oth er a rea s of con cern ra is ed a t th e 
m eet in g con cern ed s etba cks , offs ets a n d s ta ck h eigh ts .  

Res iden t Roger Cru z qu es t ion ed wh eth er th e Boa rd wou ld requ ire th e s a m e p roces s for 
perm it t in g a n d a pprova ls th a t requ ire a bu t ter n ot ifica t ion s .  He s ta ted th a t h e rebu ilt h is  
h om e a n d wa s requ ired to n ot ify h is a bu t ters in order to h ea r th eir con cern s p r ior to th e 
is s u a n ce of a perm it .  



Mem ber Horowitz a greed th a t a bu t ter n ot ices s h ou ld be pa r t of th e regu la t ion s a n d 
th a n ked Mr . Cru z for recom m en din g it .  

Res iden t Roy Ma cGregor qu es t ion ed wh eth er th is regu la t ion wou ld in clu de “everyon e 
bu rn in g wood”. Mem ber Horowitz s a id it wou ld in clu de a n yon e wh o a pp lied for a n 
ou tdoor wood fu rn a ce.  Na n cy Ma cGregor qu es t ion ed wh y th e Boa rd m em bers h a ve n ot 
a ctu a lly ta ken th e t im e to view h ow a bu rn er worked .  Mem ber Horowitz s ta ted th a t s h e 
“d rove” by a u n it in opera t ion a n d h a s rea d com m en ts from res iden ts wh o a re fa m ilia r 
with th em on th e Groton em a il lis t .  

Mem ber Ha n n in en s t res s ed th a t th ere n eeded to be a regu la t ion s o th ey a re n ot “p la ced 
u n der th e n eigh bors ’ win dow”.  He s ta ted a ga in for th e record th a t h e is n ot p ropos in g to 
ba n th em com pletely.  He felt th a t th es e u n its s h ou ld be m oved fa r en ou gh from th eir 
n eigh bor s o it wou ld n ot a dvers ely a ffect th em .  

Mr . Ma cGregor s ta ted th a t th es e u n its were u s ed a s a s ou rce of h ea t a n d h ot wa ter . 
Ch a irm a n Weber s ta ted th a t th e docu m en t wa s wor th wh ile for th e Boa rd to con s ider 
a dop t in g.  

Res iden t Rich a rd Lewis recom m en ded th a t th e Boa rd vote to “delete” th e referen ce to 
open bu rn in g.  Mem ber Ha n n in en s ta ted th a t it wa s “ju s t a defin it ion ”.  Ch a irm a n Weber 
s ta ted th a t th e docu m en t is n ot in ten ded to p reven t open bu rn in g.  

Res iden t Mich a el McElroy in form ed th e Boa rd a bou t a n exten s ive 92-pa ge repor t from 
th e Nor th ea s t Sta tes for Coord in a ted Air Us e Ma n a gem en t a n d poin ted ou t a rea s ra is ed 
in th e repor t th a t in volved pa r t icle m a t ter in th e a ir from th es e u n its .  He cited p ropos ed 
regu la t ion s from th e Town of Stu rb r idge wh ere th e town wa s les s popu la ted th a n Groton 
a n d th e Boa rd of Hea lth d ra fted m u ch m ore s t r in gen t regu la t ion s th a t Groton h a s 
developed .  He a ls o m en t ion ed th a t ou tdoor fu rn a ces a re cu r ren t ly ba n n ed in th e Sta te of 
Wa s h in gton .  

Mr . McElroy requ es ted th a t th e Boa rd con s ider poten t ia l m ed ica l is s u es res u lt in g from 
ou tdoor bu rn in g.  He s ta ted th a t ch ild ren a n d th e elder ly a re a t h igh r is k a n d m a ke u p 
a pproxim a tely 50% of ou r popu la t ion .  

Mr . Cru z referen ced th e docu m en t con cern in g d is ta n ces (s ect ion 8 .4 ) wh ere it requ ires a t 
lea s t “100 feet from th e n ea res t bu ild in g wh ich is n ot on th e s a m e p roper ty a s th e 
ou tdoor wood fu rn a ce”.  He qu es t ion ed wh y th e Boa rd cou ld n ot im pos e a n even grea ter 
d is ta n ce a n d s u gges ted “400 feet”.   

Mr . Cru z a ls o referen ced s ect ion 8 .6 th a t s ta tes : “Th e ou tdoor wood-fired fu rn a ce s h a ll 
h a ve a ch im n ey th a t exten ds a t lea s t two feet h igh er th a n th e pea k of th e res iden ce 
s erved .”  He felt th a t th is crea ted a looph ole beca u s e a n ou tdoor wood fu rn a ce cou ld 
s erve a s m a ll s h a ck a n d n ot a res iden ce. Mr . Gros s m a n rep lied a n d s a id th a t it n eeded to 
be a n occu p ied s t ru ctu re. He s u gges ted in s er t in g a s en ten ce th a t s ta ted “th e ch im n ey 
s h a ll a ls o exten d “a t lea s t two feet h igh er a bove th e h eigh t of th e roof of a ll res iden ces .”   

Ch a irm a n Weber s a id th a t th ere were two s epa ra te is s u es .  He s a id th a t th e fir s t a pp lied 
to th os e u n its th a t exis ted before th e regu la t ion s a n d th e s econ d a fter th e regu la t ion s 
a n d m ovin g forwa rd .  Mem ber Horowitz s ta ted th a t th es e u n its were expen s ive a n d s h e 
d idn ’t a n t icipa te every res iden t in Groton to go ou t a n d pu rch a s e on e. Sh e s a id th a t in a 
town with over 10 ,000 peop le a n d 3 ,000 res iden ces , th e Boa rd m a y s ee 12 or s o. Sh e 
s a id th a t th ere a re m a ybe 2 -4 exis t in g in town n ow.   



Mr. Gros s m a n s u m m ed it u p by s u gges t in g th a t th e Boa rd con s ider th os e cu r ren t ly on 
th e grou n d s h ou ld be gra n dfa th ered a n d a n y n ew u n its s h ou ld h a ve s t r icter regu la t ion s .  

Dis cu s s ion followed con cern in g th e s ervice life of th e u n its .   Res iden t Br ia n La ga s s e 
s ta ted th a t th ey a re gu a ra n teed for a pproxim a tely 25 yea rs by th e m a n u fa ctu rer .  

Mr . McElroy s ta ted th a t it wa s th e r igh t of th e peop le to b rea th e clea n a ir a n d th os e were 
th e is s u es th e Boa rd s h ou ld be con cern ed with .  

Res iden t La u r ie Sm igels k i poin ted ou t th a t green h ou s es a n d oth er bu s in es s es m a y 
ch oos e to u s e th is type of h ea t in g s ys tem a s well.  

Th e Boa rd requ es ted th a t Mr . Gros s m a n ta ke a n oth er pa s s a t th e d ra ft a n d in corpora te 
s om e of th e is s u es ra is ed con cern in g s ta ck h eigh t a n d s etba cks .  Th e Boa rd voted to 
con t in u e th e pu b lic h ea r in g to Decem ber 17 , 2007 a t 8 :15pm .    

Pu b lic Hea r in g – Un dergrou n d Stora ge Ta n k Regu la t ion s

 

Pres en t : George Ma cGregor , J r .; 
Mich a el O’Br ien , Os term a n Propa n e  

Th e pu b lic h ea r in g wa s con t in u ed from Novem ber 5 , 2007 .  

Ch a irm a n Weber qu es t ion ed wh eth er th e a u d ien ce h a d a n y fu r th er qu es t ion s con cern in g 
th e p ropos ed a m en dm en ts .  

Mr . O’Br ien s ta ted th a t h e h a d (2 ) qu es t ion s :  

280-3 :  In s ta lla t ion of Un dergrou n d Stora ge Ta n ks  

Mr . O’Br ien u n ders tood th a t th e Boa rd deleted th e followin g la n gu a ge: 
D. Apply for a Certif ica te of Regis tra tion from th e Board of S electm en .  

Th e Boa rd a greed th a t th e s ect ion s h ou ld be deleted .  

280-4 : Perm its 
Sect ion 5 : A m in im u m s etba ck of twen ty-five (25) feet from a ll p roper ty bou n da r ies is 
requ ired .  

Mr . O’Br ien u n ders tood th a t th e Boa rd wou ld requ ire on ly 10 feet from a ll p roper ty 
bou n da r ies a s per NFPA 58 s ta n da rds .  Th e Boa rd a greed to follow th e NFPA-58 s ta n da rd 
of 10 feet .  

Mem ber Ha n n in en m a de a m ot ion to a ccep t th e regu la t ion a s a m en ded with a n effect ive 
da te of Decem ber 3 , 2007 .  Th e m ot ion wa s s econ ded by Mem ber Horowitz.  

VOTE: Ch a irm a n Weber-Aye; Mem ber Horowitz-Aye; Mem ber Ha n n in en -Aye.  

174 Du ck Pon d Dr ive

 

Pres en t : Fra n cis Cu s a ck , J r ., own er  

Mr . Cu s a ck requ es ted a m eet in g with th e Boa rd in s ea rch of ob ta in in g a n a pprova l for a 
deed res t r ict ion on h is h om e.  He s ta ted th a t h e wa n ts to fin is h two (2 ) room s in th e 
ba s em en t of h is h om e – on e con s t ru cted a p la y room for h is da u gh ter a n d th e oth er a s a 
fitn es s room .  He repor ted th a t h is h om e is a pproved for (5 ) bed room s with (10) tota l 
room s in th e dwellin g. He s ta ted th a t in th e p roces s of a pp lyin g for a con s t ru ct ion 



perm it , h e lea rn ed th a t th es e a dd it ion a l room s wou ld b r in g h is tota l room cou n t to (12 ) 
a n d exceed h is a pproved s ep t ic ca pa city.    

Hea lth Agen t Ira Gros s m a n s ta ted th a t h e h a s in s t ru cted Mr . Cu s a ck to ob ta in eith er a n 
a pproved deed res t r ict ion from th e Boa rd of Hea lth or h e m u s t in crea s e h is s ep t ic s ys tem 
ca pa city to a ccom m oda te m ore bedroom s .  Mr . Gros s m a n s ta ted th a t a deed res t r ict ion is 
a tool for con s u m er p rotect ion for a res a le.  Mr . Gros s m a n s ta ted th a t if th e Boa rd 
a pproved th e requ es t , h e cou ld s ign th e deed res t r ict ion on th eir beh a lf.  

Th e Boa rd h a d n o com m en ts or con cern s .  Mem ber Ha n n in en m a de a m ot ion to a ccep t 
th e requ es t a n d a llow Mr. Gros s m a n to s ign for th e Boa rd of Hea lth on ce th e deed 
res t r ict ion if com pleted .  Th e m ot ion wa s s econ ded by Mem ber Ha n n in en .  

VOTE: Mem ber Horowitz-Aye; Mem ber Ha n n in en -Aye; Ch a irm a n Weber-Aye.  Th e m ot ion 
ca r r ied u n a n im ou s ly.  

OTHER BUSINESS  

La kes Com m it tee Meet in g

 

Mem ber Horowitz u pda ted th e Boa rd m em bers on th e la s t m eet in g s h e a t ten ded .  Sh e 
h a d qu es t ion s for Hea lth Agen t Ira Gros s m a n on wa ter tes t in g for ph os ph orou s a n d 
n it rogen a n d h ow fres h th e wa ter n eeded to be. Mr . Gros s m a n recom m en ded th a t th e 
wa ter s a m ples be a s fres h a s pos s ib le (with in 48 h ou rs ). He s ta ted th a t th e sp r in g is th e 
bes t t im e to ob ta in th e h igh es t cou n ts .  

Mercu ry Awa ren es s Foru m

 

Th e Boa rd wa s rem in ded of th e u pcom in g foru m on m ercu ry a wa ren es s to be h eld 
Decem ber 12 , 2007 a t 7pm .  

Na s h oba As s ocia ted Boa rds of Hea lth

 

Mem ber Ha n n in en n ot ified th e Boa rd th a t th e a s s es s m en ts for Na s h oba As s ocia ted 
Boa rds of Hea lth will be level fu n ded in FY09 .    

Boa rd of Hea lth Spokes pers on

 

Mem ber Horowitz s ta ted th a t s h e h a s received teleph on e ca lls from n ews pa per repor ts 
a s k in g for com m en ts on Boa rd of Hea lth is s u es .  Th e Boa rd a greed th a t th e Ch a irpers on 
s h ou ld be th e poin t of con ta ct in th e fu tu re.  

Policy on S ick Lea ve a n d Va ca t ion Lea ve

 

Effect ive Decem ber 3 , 2007 , th e Boa rd a dop ted a n ew policy wh en a n em ployee (Boa rd of 
Hea lth a n d Tra n s fer Sta t ion ) h a s a n u n p la n n ed a bs en ce, th ey m u s t n ot ify a Boa rd of   

Hea lth m em ber of th eir a bs en ce. Th e Boa rd requ es ted th a t em p loyees in form th em in 
wr it in g a n d p rovide a t lea s t on e week ’s n ot ice for p la n n ed va ca t ion t im e off.  

HEALTH AGENT UPDATE  

Groton Gen era l Store

 

Mr. Gros s m a n s ta ted th a t h e received a ca ll from th e con tra ctor a n d th a t th e ta n k a n d 
lin er will be delivered to th e s ite on Wedn es da y, Decem ber 5 , 2007 a n d th e in s ta lla t ion 
will be don e on Th u rs da y, Decem ber 6 , 2007 .  He will in s pect th e s ite for com plia n ce.  
Th e Boa rd voted u n a n im ou s ly th a t if com plia n ce is n ot a ch ieved by Fr ida y, Decem ber 7 , 
2007 , th ey wou ld con tem pla te s h u t t in g down th e bea u ty s a lon a n d will s en d a form a l 
let ter s ta t in g th e pen a lt ies in volved . 



 
Mill Street – Tru a x Proper ty

 
Mr. Gros s m a n repor ted th a t on Novem ber 30 , 2007 , h e a n d th e Bu ild in g In s pector 
res pon ded to a com pla in t received by th e Boa rd of Hea lth office. He s ta ted th a t h e 
witn es s ed s evera l is s u es th a t n eeded to be a ddres s ed : 
*Un regis tered veh icles a n d boa ts . 
*Wooden pa llets p la ced in th e wet la n ds . 
*A t ra iler wh ich h a s h a d a wooden s t ru ctu re a t ta ch ed . 
*A m eta l ch im n ey pen etra t in g from th e roof of th e t ra iler / s t ru ctu re. 
*No pota b le wa ter s ou rce to th e t ra iler n oted .  

He s ta ted th a t th e Bu ild in g In s pector wou ld im m edia tely is s u e a “cea s e a n d des is t” order 
to th e h om eown er .  Th e Boa rd requ es ted th a t th es e is s u es be a ddres s ed im m edia tely a n d 
to n ot ify th e Selectm en ’s office.  

Aca dem y Hill Su bd ivis ion – Pla n Reviews

 

Mr. Gros s m a n n ot ified th e Boa rd th a t du r in g h is review of p la n s , h e n ot iced th a t th ey 
requ ire a dd it ion a l tes t in g in order to com ply with Tit le 5 a n d th a t th e s oil logs were 
in con s is ten t with th e percola t ion ra te da ta .  He docu m en ted th es e con cern s in a review 
form to th e en gin eer .   

Mem ber Ha n n in en a s ked wh eth er th e a pp lica n t s h ou ld m eet with th e Boa rd .  Mr . 
Gros s m a n s ta ted “n o”.  Ch a irm a n Weber requ es ted th a t Mr . Gros s m a n docu m en t th e 
d is crepa n cies by lot n u m ber .  

Th e m eet in g a d jou rn ed a t 9 :35pm .  

GROTON BOARD OF HEALTH   

______________________________ ___________________________ ____________________________ 
J a s on Weber , Ch a irm a n           Dr . Su s a n Horowitz             Rober t Ha n n in en        

Res pect fu lly s u bm it ted ,       
Debra A. Bu tch er                    


